


Happy New Year ! 
Welcome to the second volume of The Quarterly! We are 

excited that the amount of congregations ordering bundles of 

our magazine has doubled since last issue. Please tell your 

friends and congregations about us. Now on to some of the 

highlights of this issue. 

First, I want to direct your attention to the article by a new 

contributor, Kyle Ellison, about some of the things he endured 

when leaving his Baptist heritage (and preaching position) be-

hind. Our series on Shepherding the Flock continues, with 

Mark McWhorter contributing a look at ñHaving Faithful 

Children,ò Scott Crawford (another new contributor) writing on 

ñNot Given to Wine,ò and Gantt Carter looking at ñThe Extent 

of the Elderôs Authority.ò 

Youôll also find some fascinating insights (I sure did) from 

this monthôs cover article, by John Krivak, on ñGender Simpli-

fied.ò Terry Gardnerôs article on Judge Jeremiah Sullivan 

Black is quite interesting for those interested in American his-

tory and religious history in the United States. And make sure 

you donôt miss Gerald Cowanôs entry on ñKeeping the Tradi-

tions,ò with a detailed look at 2 Thessalonians chapter 3. 

Weôre also trying out a new feature that weôd really like 

your input on. Denominational doctrines are often mischarac-

terized (often unintentionally) and misunderstood. So, in an ef-

fort to help our readers understand what certain religious 

groups really believe about certain doctrines, we present ñUn-

derstanding Denominational Doctrines,ò with the first install-

ment being about ñThe Assumption of Mary,ò and written by 

Stephen Scaggs. 

Add to all those a biblical look at church activities outside 

of worship (by David Dean), a poem on teenagers by Hunter 

Hill , and much, much moreðwell, that adds up to another 

great issue of the Quarterly! 
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What do you think? 

 

We are always interested in 

hearing from our readers 

about things they would like 

to see in the Quarterly. 

 

We have a lot of things 

planned, themes to cover, 

series to present, topics to 

delve intoðbut we would 

really like to know what you 

want to read. 

 

Weôve got a great staff of 

writers, and several contrib-

utors who Iôm sure can cov-

er just about any topic or 

theme that you can throw 

our way. 

 

Please give us your input. 
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The Power and Promise 
o f  t he  B i r t h  o f  Ch r i s t  

The birth of Jesus Christ. Letôs just get this out 

of the way right now. None of us know what day 

He was bopexelrn, nor are we given any instruc-

tions to celebrate His birthday as a religious re-

quirement. But, since once a year even the non-

religious people in the United States celebrate a 

ñChristianò holiday, we need to be prepared to take 

this wonderful opportunity to try to teach them 

more about Jesus. 

There are so many things about Christmas that 

can be used as jumping-off points for pointing 

people to the Bible. The tradition of gift-giving 

hearkens back to the wise men who brought gifts 

(sharing that tidbit with people is easy, and can 

lead to further elaboration and discussion). The 

emphasis on angels in Christmas decorations 

comes from the many times angels were used in 

prophesying, promising, and proclaiming the birth 

of Jesus. As obnoxious and ridiculous as it is, even 

ñthe Little Drummer Boyò can be used as a conver-

sation starter with non-Christians during this time. 

Using these opportunities to take people to the 

Bible is in no way endorsing Christmas as Jesusô 

birthday, or giving our stamp of approval to poten-

tial pagan origins of many traditions surrounding 

the holiday. Instead, it is taking advantage of an 

openingðan opening that for some people is only 

there once a year. 

With that in mind, consider some extremely 

important things about the birth of Christ. 

It is not to be Ignored 

ñAll Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 

and is profitableéò Did you realize that the birth 

of Jesus is referenced in the Bible more times than 

the Lordôs Supper is? Think about it. Isaiah 7:14 

(ña virgin shall conceive and bear a sonéò), Isaiah 

9:6-7 (ñunto us a child is born, unto us a son is giv-

enéò), Micah 5:2 (ñBethleheméò), Matthew 1, 

Luke 1, Luke 2, Galatians 4:4, Revelation 12ðand 

those arenôt all of them. 

God thought the birth of Jesus Christ was so 

important that He inspired his prophets to foretell 

it. He sent an angel to foretell it to Mary. He sent 

an angel to explain it to Joseph. He sent angels to 

proclaim to the shepherds that it had happened. 

Then He inspired an apostle (Matthew) and another 

inspired penman (Luke) to describe the event. He 

inspired apostles (Paul and John) to reference its 

historicity. 

Certainly, something with this much direct in-

volvement of the Father must be important, and 

shouldnôt be ignored or minimized. 

It is not the Main Focus 

While the birth of Christ should in no way be 

minimized, it should not be made the main focus of 

our view of Jesus. People love baby Jesus, because 

Heôs cute, Heôs a baby, He doesnôt demand that 

you take up your cross and follow Him. Theyôre 

happy to accept baby Jesus, but not so willing to 

accept what grown-up Jesus asks of them. 

Itôs very important to note that even in most of 

the passages foretelling, describing, or looking 

back on the birth of Christ, the birth was not the 

focus. Look at Isaiah 9:6-7. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 

given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called Won-

derful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ev-

erlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the 

increase of his government and peace there 

shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 

and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to es-

tablish it with judgment and with justice from 

henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the 

LORD of hosts will perform this. 

Did you notice he mentions the birth, but then 

spends much more time telling about what this 

child would do as a grown-up? Jesus wasnôt the 

Counsellor as a baby. He was not reigning on the 



throne of David as a baby. Those things took place 

after His death on the cross and ascension to the 

right hand of the throne of God (Acts 2). 

How about Matthew 1:20-21? 

But while he thought on these things, behold, 

the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 

dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, 

fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for 

that which is conceived in her is of the Holy 

Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and 

thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall 

save his people from their sins. 

Baby Jesus didnôt save anyone from their sins. 

But the salvation that would come through Jesus 

(via His death on the cross) was an essential part of 

the message of His birth. 

If you want to see more, look at what Gabriel 

says to Mary in Luke 1. Look at Paulôs mention of 

the birth of Christ in passing as part of the larger 

plan of God. Look at the very brief allusion to the 

birth of Christ in Revelation 12, followed by the 

victory over Satan (which came at the cross) that 

led to the establishment of the church (ñnow is 

come salvation, éand the kingdom of our 

Godéò). 

The focus of the life of Jesus of Nazareth all 

centers around His death, burial, and resurrection 

(1 Corinthians 15). But in order for those things to 

take place, He first had to be born. But being born 

wasnôt enough to save souls from sin. 

Baby Jesus is an important part of the biblical 

narrative. 

Grown-up Jesus is even more so. 

Crucified Jesus is even more than that. 

But the resurrected and reigning JesusðHe is 

where we need to bring people. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Q&A: 

How Can the Days of Creation Be Literal 
If the Sun Was Not Created Until Day 4? 

The argument is that Days 1-3 could not have 

been literal days because the sun was not created 

until Day 4. Supposedly, the sun is necessary for 

the day-night cycle. From this, Genesis-critics 

claim that none of the creation days are literal. 

This argument is not new. Some historical re-

search would show that this ñproblemò was an-

swered centuries ago. The Reformers, such as John 

Calvin (1509-1564), Martin Luther (1483-1546), 

and John Wesley (1701-1791), among other crea-

tionists, have long realized that God can create 

light without a secondary source; and the Bible 

tells us clearly that God created LIGHT, as well as 

the earth, on the first day. We are told that in the 

heavenly city, there will be no need for sun or 

moon, because Godôs glory will illuminate it, and 

the Lamb will be its lamp. (Revelation 21:3). In 

Genesis, God even defines a day and a night in 

terms of light or its absence. 

Earlier still, many ancient Rabbinic interpreters 

taught that God created a primordial light inde-

pendent of the Sun, which came into existence at 

Godôs command, but was later withdrawn and 

stored up for the righteous in the messianic future. 

(Jack P. Lewis, ñThe Days of Creation: An Histori-

cal Survey,ò JETS 32:449, 1989) 

These great exegetes were right not to see this 

is as a problem for the God of the Bible. But mod-

ern geokinetic astronomy makes the solution even 

easier. All it takes to have a day-night cycle is a 

rotating earth and a light coming from one direc-

tion. Thus, we can deduce that the earth was rotat-

ing in space relative to the light created on day 1. 

This unusual, counter-intuitive order of crea-

tion (light before the sun) actually adds a hallmark 

of authenticity. If the Bible had been the product of 

later ñeditors,ò they would surely have modified 

this to fit with their own understanding. Having 

ñdayò without the sun would have been generally 

inconceivable to the ancients. 

Having the sun appear after the light would 

have been very significant to pagan worldviews 

which tended to worship the sun as the source of 

all life. God seems to be making it pointedly clear 

that the sun is secondary to Himself as the source 

of everything. He doesnôt ñneedò the sun in order 

to create life, in contrast to old-earth beliefs. 

In fact, early church writers used the literal 

fourth day creation of the sun as a polemic against 

paganism (See Theophilus, To Autolycus 2:15, 

A.D. 181; Basil, Hexaemeron 6:2). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As is the case with virtually every week on the 

calendar, the first week of June has its share of sig-

nificant historical events and achievements. On 

June 2, 1953, Queen Elizabeth knighted Edmund 

Hillary for making it to the top of Mt. Everest. In-

terestingly, George Mallory and Andrew Irvine 

may have made it to the top of Everest 29 years 

earlier on June 8, 1924 only to disappear on what 

some believe may have been their descent from the 

summit. The possibility that Mallory and Irvine 

may have been the first to actually reach the top 

has been an ongoing discussion within the moun-

tain-climbing community ever since. The body of 

George Mallory was finally discovered on the 

mountain in 1999. The dry, cold climate of the 

mountain had preserved the body to the extent that 

wounds around his waist (from the safety rope that 

would have connected him with Irvine) were indic-

ative of injuries sustained from a fall. 

Over the last several decades, thousands have 

climbed Mt. Everest at great cost and danger (the 

oldest climber to make it to the top to date was 80 

and the youngest, 13), and over 200 have died in 

their attempt to reach the top. Because it is virtual-

ly impossible to bring down the bodies of those 

who have perished on the mountainside, author 

Rachel Nuwer (in a Smithsonian article dated Nov. 

18, 2012)
1
 wrote ñthe living pass the frozen, pre-

served dead along Everestôs routes so often that 

many bodies have earned nicknames and serve as 

trail markers.ò The deceased climbers Nuwer men-

tions in her article include the following. 

ñThe body of ñGreen Boots,ò an Indian climb-

er who died in 1996 and is believed to be Tsewang 

Paljor, lies near a cave that all climbers must pass 

on their way to the peak. Green Boots now serves 

as a waypoint marker that climbers use to gauge 

how near they are to the summit. Green Boots met 

his end after becoming separated from his party. 

He sought refuge in a mountain overhang, but to 

no avail. He sat there shivering in the cold until he 

died. In 2006, English climber David Sharp joined 

Green Boots. He stopped in the now-infamous cave 

to rest. His body eventually froze in place, render-

ing him unable to move but still alive. Over 40 

climbers passed by him as he sat freezing to death. 

His plight might have been overlooked as passers-

by assumed Sharp was the already-dead Green 

Boots. Eventually, some heard faint moans, real-

                                                 
1
 http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/there-are-

over-200-bodies-on-mount-everest-and-theyre-used-as-

landmarks-146904416/ 

 


























































































































































































