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Version
Here we are, another quarter has come and gone (much quicker
than your humble editor would like). But, the upside is that there’s
another issue of the Quarterly to enjoy! We’ve got some really enjoyable reads again, which we know you’ll enjoy.
But before we get into those, we’d like to point your attention to
the back cover (page 2 in the digital edition). Epic Coffee is a company that is run by a member of the Lord’s church, and that supports
native preachers in foreign countries. The coffee beans are fireroasted less than 24 hours before they ship them to you, so they are
as fresh as possible. If you like coffee, give them a try—and in the
process, you’re also helping the spread of the gospel.
Dr. Paul Pollard has written the latest commentary in the Truth
for Today series (which we recommend as a really good set), and
has graciously provided us an article on Why Did Paul Write to the
Romans? If you find it interesting, you might consider contacting
him or Resource Publications and ordering the full commentary (information at the end of his article).
We also have some other new authors for this issue (this seems
to happen a lot now… Could it be we are growing?). Mark Reynolds
writes on Letting Your Light Shine; Kirk Castleman offers a sermon
on the Good Confession; and Jerry Sullins shows the Biblical Directives for World Evangelism.
One special section for this issue is comprised of four related articles. Your editor asked several men if they would be willing to
share what led them to become a preacher, and we have included
three of their responses in this issue. We think you will find them
interesting and encouraging.
As always, we’ve also got a heavily-footnoted Biblical Biography (this time, it’s on the apostle Andrew), a look at Tabernacle
Shadows, Jake Schotter’s Walk in a Manner Worthy, another installment of Paul Darst, and a writing on elders (Elders and Their
Relationship to One Another).
You’ll also want to check out Mike Shank’s article on When
Sodom Lived in Lot’s Family, John’s Krivak’s An Unexpected Answer to Prayer, and our editorial on The Power of Prayer.
Eh, I guess the best way to say it is this: You’ll definitely find
several somethings to like in this issue. So go ahead and get started
by turning the page.
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Power of
Prayer
The

How bold are you with your prayers?
Think about that for a moment. When you pray, is it with timidity, unsure whether God will answer your
request? Is it a prayer that always adds the disclaimer, “if it is your will”?
It’s become popular for certain doctrine-free proclaimers of a different God than appears in the Bible to
claim “Name it and claim it.” They say, in effect, “Pray for a Lamborghini, and God will give you one, if you
have enough faith.” Such is a terrible, horrid, blasphemous perversion of the wonderful blessing of prayer.
These are two different extremes—both of which should be avoided. We shouldn’t pray to God like a
scared, nervous little child who hopes he hasn’t caught his dad at a bad time. And at the same time, we
shouldn’t presume to go take all the money from dad’s bank account, under the guise of “he loves me, and he
wants me to be happy.” Neither extreme is healthy—and at least one of those extremes is blasphemous.
Instead, we should come boldly to the throne of grace when we pray (Hebrews 4:16). We should be persistent in making our requests known (Luke 18:1-8). We should recognize that prayer has power (James 5:16).
I, personally, have heard several Christians say something like this: “If it doesn’t happen, then it wasn’t
God’s will. And if it does happen, then that’s what God wanted to happen.” I love my brethren, but that
statement is as false as anything the devil has ever dreamed up. Let’s look at this quickly before getting back
to the issue at hand. God “is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). People will perish—but it isn’t God’s will for that to take place! People didn’t repent—but repentance
is what God’s will was for them.1
The reason for bringing this up is because the idea that ‘everything that happens is God’s will’ affects how
Christians pray. When we think that everything is predetermined by God (which is also called fatalism, and to
1

Perhaps in a later editorial, we will deal with God’s will, and the three different categories which help explain the confusion people have in understanding “God’s will.”

an extent is an integral part of Calvinism), then our requests can become quite shallow and hollow. “God,
please help so and so get better, if it is your will.” So, if it isn’t God’s will, you don’t want Him to help so and
so get better? In essence, you’re asking God to do whatever He had planned to do anyway. In other words, you
pray as though your prayer didn’t matter, because God already has things planned out.
Pardon me if this offends the ideas of some, but that doesn’t sound at all like an effective prayer, or a bold
prayer, or a powerful prayer.
Let me tell you a true story.
A woman that I know got very sick, and fell into a coma. The doctors ran tests on her, announcing to the
family that they didn’t know what caused it—but she had no brain function. She was brain-dead. They did
several other tests and observations over the days and weeks that followed. The result? The doctors let the
family know that there was only a 10% chance she would survive the week. And that if she did survive, there
was a 100% chance that she would be a vegetable the rest of her life.
The congregation she attended, though, wasn’t going to let that be the final word. They all prayed—and
prayed—and prayed. On several occasions, someone prayed boldly, “Lord, if isn’t your will that she get better, then please change your will.” Now, make of that what you will. Some might say that’s a bit too bold. But
today, if you go to the church building where she attended, you will see her. You can talk to her. And there is
no evidence that she was ever sick. Her mind works just like it did before. She has no memory loss. She is
completely back to normal, and has been for a decade. And she—along with everyone else in that little congregation—knows that the power of bold praying saved her life.
Let me tell you another story, this one much more recent, and even closer to my heart.
Last year, a 12-year old girl I know was diagnosed with severe scoliosis, to the point that, if they didn’t do
surgery soon, it would become life-threatening. The surgery took place the last day of February. In the month
leading up to the surgery, she prayed. Her family prayed. Her church family (both locally and other places
where her family had been) prayed. They prayed long and hard. The day of the surgery, more and more prayers were sent on her behalf, asking God for a successful surgery.
The doctor told the family, prior to the surgery, that it would last—at minimum—four hours, and up to
five or six, if it required more work than they anticipated. But somehow, it only lasted three hours and a few
minutes. The doctor was amazed, and told the recovery room nurses, “I’ve never had a spinal fusion surgery
go so easily or so quickly.” (Just for a bit of context, he has performed over a thousand such surgeries.)
The doctor said that she would need to stay at the hospital for 72 hours after the surgery. After just 51
hours, she was heading out the door to the vehicle to head home.
They told the family that she would be pretty much bedridden for two weeks, except for restroom necessities. The first full day home, she was up taking small walks inside the house. By the time two weeks had
come, she was already walking around their entire yard.
All that to say, through the power of prayer, her surgery and recovery exceeded all expectations by an incredible margin. And she continues to improve each day (which makes her parents—my wife and me—quite
happy).
Now, here’s the question: do you pray boldly? Do you pray that way all the time, or just when something
really bad happens? Do you pray persistently and boldly for the “normal” things as much as you do these immediate, tragic events? Or do your prayers only become urgent when something urgent takes place?
Christians need to be bold and persistent in praying for the everyday things of life (“give us this day our
daily bread”), the ongoing parts of life (“for those in authority” “so that we may live a quiet and peaceable
life”), the spread of the gospel (“pray to the Lord of the harvest that He send out reapers”), for each other
(“pray for one another”), because God cares for us, and listens to the prayers of His faithful saints (1 Peter
3:12; 5:7).
There is power in prayer. Don’t be afraid to use it!

Why Did Paul Write to the Romans?

When Paul wrote to the Roman Christians around
A.D. 57, he was in Corinth, planning a trip to Jerusalem with the collection he gathered from the churches of Macedonia. After that, he wanted to visit Rome
before pushing on to Spain. Little did he know that
few of these plans would work out as envisioned.
First, the trip to Jerusalem with money to help the
poor was probably not very well received since Luke,
who was as a pro-Paul as any New Testament writer
could be, barely mentioned the collection (Acts 21).
Paul likely found himself, and the Gentiles who accompanied him, in the midst of an anti-Gentile fervor
which would erupt in violence against the Romans
within ten years. The result of that revolt was the
complete destruction of Jerusalem by Roman Imperial forces in AD 70. Second, his trip to Rome did not
work out as designed since he went as a prisoner, and
not as a free man. Third, the question of whether Paul
made it to Spain lingers. However, Clement of Rome
hints that Paul reached Spain (possibly after release
from his Roman imprisonment) and the Muratorian
Fragment also mentions him leaving Rome for Spain.
Paul knew quite a lot about the Roman church, as
chapter 16 attests. Travel in the ancient world was
quite common, and Paul probably had met some of
those mentioned in other places. This is certainly true
of the much traveled pair Aquila and Priscilla. They
had been with Paul both in Ephesus and Corinth.
Later, they moved to Rome and were leaders in the

church by the time he wrote Romans. Evidently, Paul
was very close to this couple and could have learned
from them everything about the church situation. The
reason for their being in Corinth at the time he wrote
Romans, according to Acts 18:1-3, was their forced
evacuation from Rome by the decree of Claudius, a
decree that deserves further attention because of the
problems it caused the Roman church and Paul’s response to those problems in his epistle.
It has been stylish in some of the older commentaries, and even among some modern scholars, to argue that Paul knew next to nothing about what was
happening in the church at Rome. After all, they argue, he had never been to that city and could not
have had intimate knowledge about the inner workings of the church. That being true, they contend that
Paul only wrote a general letter to Rome, giving in
broad outline the basics of his teachings. In line with
that approach, Romans 1-8 has incorrectly been understood as the core of the epistle and of Paul’s theology. The rest of Romans is taken as filler with
some parting ethical points.
Nothing, however, could be further from the
truth. The apostle was very informed about the problems and differences among the members in the Roman church, most likely from Aquila, Priscilla, and
others. His epistle, then, is not simply a compendium
of his theology, but is rather a detailed pastoral letter
written to address specific issues in the church. Noth-

ing illustrates how deeply Paul understood the difficulties at Rome more that chapters 14 and 15 where
he tackled tough questions involving food and calendric issues between the “weak” and the “strong.”
We do not know the location of the first congregations in Rome, but usually foreigners from the
East, including Jews
settling in Rome, lived
in the less desirable
Trastevere area across
the Tiber River from the
more well-to-do Romans. We know of several synagogues in the
trans-Tiber area, and no
doubt, messianic Jews
lived there and attended
those
synagogues.
These Jews believed
Jesus to be the Savior
predicted by Old Testament prophets. One
can only imagine the
violent debates between
the messianic and nonmessianic factions in
Trastevere!
Suetonius
reports
that the animosity was
so great between the
groups and the threat to
peace so elevated, that
in AD 49, Emperor
Claudius forced all Jews to leave Rome. It has been
debated how thorough this cleansing of Jews from
Rome was, and some think that it was the Jewish
leadership, and not every solitary Jew, who was
forced out. However, we do know from Acts 18 that
Paul’s friends Aquila and Priscilla were among those
expelled.
The Edict of Claudius had serious repercussions
for the house churches in Rome for several reasons,
and it significantly influenced the shape of Paul’s
message to them. Clearly, he did not just wake up
one day and say, “I think I will write a letter to the
Christians in Rome setting forth my theology!” Rather, he wrote to help solve the many problems
plaguing the community of believers. Also, if he was
to have a successful evangelistic thrust into Spain, he
had to have his back covered by a united church in
Rome, much like Antioch had earlier been for him.

A fractured church with many fissures could not
be a good launching point for westward expansion of
the gospel; and above all the church at Rome needed
to understand who he was and what his message was
really about. Acts 21:21 indicates that many Jewish
Christians misunderstood his gospel, and he had to
state clearly what his teaching was. No doubt, Paul intended that the Christians
mentioned in chapter 16
serve as good references for
him, able to dispel any negative information circulating
about him personally or his
teachings.
We do not know in precise terms how or when the
church in Rome was established. Possibly, Jewish
Christian merchants and
traders seeking a better life
came to the center of the
Roman Empire and its most
prosperous city. Some who
were slaves may have
brought the gospel with
them. Possibly, Christianity
was carried to Rome by those
converted on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:10, 41). Visitors from Rome (both Jews
and Gentile converts to Judaism) were present in Jerusalem, and when converted took their new faith in the
Messiah back home with them.
It is not entirely clear what the makeup of the
Roman church was, but we are probably on the right
track that it was initially very Jewish in orientation.
For our purposes, it is best to nuance the terms “Jew”
and “Gentile” since they are too broad to be totally
helpful in describing the makeup of the church. “Judaizing Christians” best describes those who had a
Jewish perspective and outlook. This majority, when
the church was first established, mainly consisted of
Jews, but likely included some Gentiles. Initially,
these Gentiles would have been attracted to Judaism
because of its doctrine of one God and its high ethical standards. Later, when they were converted to
Christianity, they naturally would have brought over
their Jewish perspectives and interests.

Not only is the term “Jew” too broad to describe
accurately the situation in the Roman church, so is
the term “Gentile.” It is more exact to speak of “Lawfree Christians.” As we will see, when Paul wrote
Romans the majority were “Law-free Christians,”
including mostly Gentiles, but also contained Jews
such as Aquila and Priscilla. This group would have
been in close agreement with Paul’s view that observance of the Mosaic Law was not necessary for
Gentiles who became Christians. There seems then to
be two groups in the Roman church: one composed
mainly of Jews, but including some Gentiles, and another largely Gentile, but with some Jews.
If one event can be pointed to that shaped how
Paul wrote to the Roman community of believers, it
was the Edict of Claudius. In A.D. 49, Claudius
drove the Jews out of Rome because of synagogue
riots. Evidently, the debates between the messianic
and non-messianic Jews reached such a fever pitch
that Claudius tired of it and sent them away. Suetonius said that, “Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus, he expelled
them from Rome.” Most scholars take “Chrestus” as
a corruption of the word “Christ.” Apparently, Suetonius writing some time after these events thought
that “Chrestus” (“Christ”) was present when the disruptions took place.
After Claudius died in A.D. 54, the edict was lifted and the Jews, who were banished, including Jewish Christians, came back to the city. After an absence of five years, the returning Jewish Christians
found that the church had changed from a predominantly Jewish church to a Gentile majority. Those
who had been the leaders were no longer in charge,
and the predominant Jewish view and outlook was
replaced by Gentile perspectives. Both groups did
things differently. Jews observed various days based
on Old Testament teachings. Also, only certain food
could be eaten, and it had to be prepared in special
ways. To the Gentiles, such customs were unnecessary, and even laughable. These and other differences
in the Roman church led to hostility and even conflict.
Paul addressed some of these issues in chapters
14 and 15. Much of Romans is taken up with working out the differences between the “Judaizing Christians” and the “Law-free Christians.” He wanted both
groups to serve the Lord and glorify him by their unified worship. The last thing Paul wanted was an all
Jewish church or an all Gentile church.

So why did Paul write his letter to the Romans?
No New Testament book was written in a vacuum,
and each was shaped by the cultural context in which
it was written and the inner dynamics calling for a
response. Certainly this is true of Romans. Historical
circumstances, such as the Edict of Claudius, had a
bearing on why and how Paul wrote his epistle. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, he was led to
write what most fitted that church and its special situation. It would be a mistake to argue that Paul only
had one purpose in writing Romans. It is best to
speak of purposes, rather than purpose.
The contents of Romans shows Paul had a pastoral interest in writing since he was, after all, the apostle to the Gentiles. A complex of ideas lies behind his
epistle. 1. As was his custom, he focused on promoting peace and unity among the brethren. 2. He wanted to take the gospel westward to Spain, and he
needed a unified church behind him. 3. He also had
to champion the message he preached, and much of
Romans is a defense of his Law-free gospel. 4. He
wanted their support (at least in prayer) as he journeyed to Jerusalem with the collection. Above all
else, he wanted to glorify the Lord he served with all
his might!

Addendum:
All of these ideas, with full documentation, are
found in my newly-released commentary on Romans.
Here are the details:
It has an introduction laying out Romans in recent discussion and debate, an overview of each
chapter, a synopsis of each major section, and comments over each verse. At the end of each chapter
you will find relevant illustrations, sermons, and
sermon ideas to assist with teaching and preaching
this great epistle. A large bibliography provides leads
for study on specialized topics and current academic
discussion. In total, it has 627 pages and is in the
Truth for Today Commentary series.
If you are interested in getting a copy, go to
www.resourcepublications.net, or for a signed copy
call 501-305-1472.
I sincerely hope this study will deepen your understanding of Romans, and in turn bless the Kingdom of God!

Serving Like Joseph

Each of us has different emotions that are associated with the word “family.” Funny, awkward, silly,
loving—these are all positive adjectives with which
some of us describe our families. Some of us may
think about more negative adjectives, like sad, frustrating, dysfunctional, or even scary. Joseph, the son
of Jacob, must have had mixed emotions about his
family. Sometimes we look at the households of the
Bible as completely alien to us. In reality, those families were very similar to ours.
Jacob, the son of Isaac, left Canaan to find a wife
in Mesopotamia. To summarize a long story, he

worked for Laban for 14 years and received two
wives, twelve children, and a reasonable livelihood in
return. Rachel was the wife that he loved. Leah was
the wife that he was stuck with. Leah bore Jacob six
sons and one daughter. Two maids in Jacob’s house
bore him two sons apiece. Finally, after all the other
children had been born, Rachel bore a son named Joseph.
In some ways, Joseph was like a firstborn son to
Jacob. Rachel was the wife Jacob really wanted children with. Joseph became known as the son of Jacob’s old age (Gen. 37:3). He actually loved Joseph

more than any of his other children. Because of this,
Joseph seems to have become spoiled. Jacob lavished
him with gifts that the other sons did not receive. An
example is the coat of many colors (or of long
sleeves). This kind of expensive garment likely
meant that Joseph was not expected to do as much
manual labor as his brothers. He also experienced a
show of favor from God. He had an inspired dream
signifying that his whole family would bow down
before him (Gen. 37:5-7). Joseph flaunted this dream
before his brothers.
Joseph’s life of privilege came crashing down at
the age of 17. His brothers had had enough. When
Joseph was sent by his father to check on their work
they threw him in a dry well and threatened to kill
him. His brothers eventually decided against murder.
Instead, they sold him to human traffickers heading
for Egypt (Gen. 37:28). Just that quickly, Joseph
went from a life of luxury to being a nameless piece
of merchandise. He lost his family, he lost his wealth,
and he lost his freedom.
Joseph was eventually sold into the home of a
man named Potiphar. He would certainly have begun
there as a common servant but, during the ten years
he spent in that house, he rose to become the personal
attendant of Potiphar and head of the entire estate
(Gen. 39:2-6). After ten years, Potiphar’s wife attempted to seduce Joseph into sleeping with her. As a
man of God, he promptly refused. Potiphar’s wife
then accused him of making advances and he was
thrown into the royal prison. Would Joseph had escaped death in this situation had he not been such a
trustworthy servant?
Finding himself in prison, Joseph did not just accept his fate. His sentence would have certainly been
life-long, but he did not just give up. Once again, he
served (Gen. 39:20-23). He rose to the rank of head
prisoner. Joseph spent several years in prison before
his “big break” came. Pharaoh, the supreme leader of
Egypt, had a pair of disturbing dreams that could not
be interpreted by his aids. A former prisoner suggested that Pharaoh enlist Joseph because he was an interpreter of dreams and in touch with the divine. Joseph told Pharaoh that the dreams indicated there
would be seven years of bounty in the kingdom followed by seven years of famine (Gen. 41). Because
he interpreted the dreams, Joseph was given the opportunity to suggest a solution to the impending crises. He became vizier of the kingdom of Egypt,
somewhat equivalent to the secretary of state. He was

second in the kingdom only to Pharaoh. Pharaoh
gave him charge over all the food of Egypt.
Joseph’s last great service came to his family.
During the years of famine, Joseph’s brothers came
seeking humanitarian aid (Gen. 42). They needed
food to feed their father’s family. They came to Joseph seeking this aid but did not recognize him.
When Joseph saw them you can imagine the emotions he must have felt. “And Joseph remembered the
dreams that he had dreamed of them. And he said to
them, ‘You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the land’” (Gen. 42:9, ESV). The text says
that he spoke roughly to them. The last time he had
seen these men, they were selling him into slavery.
He must have been angry. He had faced the mother
of all traumatic experiences. Now it was all flooding
back into his mind.
In the next several chapters of scripture, we read
about Joseph’s plot to get his only full-blooded
brother, Benjamin, to come to Egypt without telling
his brothers who he was. When Benjamin finally
came, Joseph lost control of his emotions.
Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried,
“Make everyone go out from me.” So no one
stayed with him when Joseph made himself
known to his brothers. And he wept aloud, so
that the Egyptians heard it, and the household
of Pharaoh heard it. And Joseph said to his
brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still
alive?” But his brothers could not answer him,
for they were dismayed at his presence. (Gen.
45:1-3)
Joseph forgave his brothers and immediately used
the power and respect he had earned from Pharaoh to
make a home for his family in Egypt. Pharaoh gave
them the land of Goshen and charge over the royal
flocks.
Joseph’s life teaches us three lessons about service.

Serve Every Person.
We do not get to just serve the people we like.
Families are a good example. Most people love their
families but that’s expected. We don’t all like our
families all the time though. They have quirks and
annoying tendencies, and we just get frustrated sometimes. No one can be as infuriating as a sibling, a
parent, a spouse, or a child. That does not eliminate
our responsibility to love or to serve them. Joseph

was a servant to everyone. He served slave masters,
prison overlords, foreign kings, and his own hateful
and malicious family.
Jesus served in the same way. Paul wrote these
words to the Philippians:
So if there is any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love, any participation in the
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete
my joy by being of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one
mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look
not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did not
count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a
servant, being born in the likeness of men. And
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross.
Jesus humbled himself in order to save everyone,
not just the people he liked. The same inspired Apostle wrote in Galatians 5:13, “You, my brothers and
sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.” Christianity frees us from the
bondage of sin. God gives us the liberty to do whatever we want to do with our lives, unhindered. Of
course, we understand there are consequences for
poor choices but we are free to make those choices.
Paul tells us not to use that liberty to just do what we
want. That means we should not use our freedom to
only serve those who we like at the times when we
like them. We are called to humbly serve everyone as
Jesus did.

Use Every Opportunity.
Joseph could have passed by so many opportunities for service. He could have been a lazy servant in
Potiphar’s house. He could have slept with Potiphar’s
wife. He could have been a bitter prisoner. He could
have refused to help Egypt because that nation was
the place of all his painful experiences. But he did
not pass those opportunities by. He saw each trial and
situation in which he found himself as a time to
serve.

We often see service as an opportunity to get
something for ourselves. I remember offering to mow
our widow-neighbor’s yard as a child because I
thought she might pay me. Most of us have thought
like that at some point. Service, however, in not
about what we get out of it. It is about the simple necessity of helping others in need. Joseph did that at
every chance he was given, even the inconvenient
ones.
Jesus’s service was equally inconvenient. In John
13, he washed the disciples’ feet in the upper room.
He did something dirty and unfit for his position. It
was inconvenient. That moment of service was not
just about cleaning dirty feet. He taught his followers,
You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are
right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have
given you an example, that you also should do
just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to
you, a servant is not greater than his master,
nor is a messenger greater than the one who
sent him. If you know these things, blessed are
you if you do them (John 13:13-17).
He wanted them to understand the true importance of service. It isn’t about doing things that
you like and are easy. It is about doing the dirty
things. He ultimately used the most inconvenient opportunity to serve. He died on a cross.

God Comes First Every Time.
Anyone with a proper relationship with God will
tell you that service to others is easier when you
know God better. Joseph’s service always seemed to
be motivated by his relationship with God. The many
opportunities he had to serve did not come because of
his intelligence or work ethic. They came because he
followed God. He served God first, then he served
others.
Joseph’s life is a great example of service. He
teaches us to serve our families, our employers, our
nation, and our God. He teaches us to serve everyone
at every time. And he teaches us to serve God first.
Let us take his example and the example of Christ so
that we can live lives of service.

Arioch of Babylon

Arioch was the captain of the guard for King
Nebuchadnezzar. This means he was a man with
great power. He decided who could and could not see
the King in some circumstances. He was a man who
garnered tremendous trust. He was in charge of personally guarding the King. That meant Nebuchadnezzar trusted him with his life.
Arioch’s name means venerated. This means he
had great respect because of his character and possibly for his age and wisdom. All of the great qualities
come out in what is recorded about him in Daniel 2.
The King had a dream and could not understand
what it meant. He called in many of the wise men,
magicians, sorcerers, and counsellors of his kingdom.
None of them could tell him his dream nor what it
meant. So, the King gets extremely angry and tells
Arioch to kill all the wise men.
Arioch comes to Daniel to kill him. Daniel asks
him why there is such a hurry to kill him. Arioch
takes the time to reveal this information. He didn’t
have to give an answer to this Hebrew. He had the
power and authority to tell Daniel to shut up and then
kill him. But there was enough wisdom in Arioch to
know that Daniel had a right to know. So he told him.
Then Daniel asks Arioch to delay killing him and
instead allow him to go to the King. This was a risk
for Arioch. With the King as angry as he was, he
might see this as a lack of obedience on Arioch’s

part—meaning Arioch could be killed himself! But
Arioch must have had some trust in Daniel.
The King gives Daniel time to come up with an
answer to his dreams. Once God has given Daniel the
interpretation, Daniel goes to Arioch again, explaining that he has an answer. Arioch didn’t have to take
him to the King. If Arioch had been of different character, he could have ignored Daniel’s request, killed
him and then killed all the other wise men. He could
tell the King that Daniel never came up with an answer. He could tell the King that Daniel had just been
purposely delaying having the King’s order fulfilled.
But as we have seen, Arioch was a man of integrity. He knew Daniel was a man of integrity and
more importantly a man of God. He knew that if he
took Daniel to the King, and Daniel gave the interpretation, that he would not have to kill all the wise
men. Innocent lives would be spared. He also knew
that by bringing Daniel to the King with the interpretation, the King would look upon him with more respect and trust.
We really do not know much about Arioch. But
he had a very important role in bringing Daniel to the
upper echelons of the Empire. It was through the
providence of God that Arioch, a man of integrity
and character, would be in the position to aid Daniel
in bringing safety to the Israelite people while in
Captivity.

Scatter the Seed Recklessly
Second Thoughts about the
Parable of the Sower

The parable of the sower, seed, and soil recorded
in Matthew 13:1-23 and Luke 8:5-14 is one of the
most familiar parables of Jesus, one that some think
is the easiest to understand and apply. But we might
not understand it any more than the first disciples did
if we did not have Jesus’ own explanation of it. It is
relatively simple and easy to grasp when we have his
explanation before us. Actually there are several
ways to present and apply the parable by shifting the
focus in it. For example, there is something to be said
for careful choice and preparation of the ground
where you plan to sow your seed, and then taking
care to sow it where it is most likely to grow and reproduce. That would make it a parable about farming—the parable of the SOWER.
There is also something to be said for careful
choice of the seed, trying to match it to the soil type,
conditions, seasons, etc., and then sowing the seed
which is most likely to reproduce and grow in the
chosen soil. That would be a parable about selection—the parable of the SEED. Is there not something to be said about the soil, its capacity for receiving and reproducing the seed, its responsibility for
improving itself while preserving, protecting, and

promoting growth in the seed—making itself and its
potential attractive to the sower? That would be another parable about selection—the parable of the
SOIL. After reminding ourselves about the meaning
of the parable as Jesus explained it we will suggest a
different but plausible and practical application.

The Parable as Jesus Explained It.
There are four elements of the parable, three stipulated and one implied. The first element is the seed
which is to be sown. The seed planted determines the
fruit which it produces. To parody somewhat the
Lord’s words in Matthew 7:16-20, if you plant only
corn seed you do not expect it to produce a variety of
different vegetables. If you plant a variety of vegetable seeds you do not expect they will all produce the
same vegetable. We are astute enough to know that
you will reap what you sow (Galatians 6:7-8), both
literally and metaphorically. We should also understand that good healthy fruit is not produced from
diseased or genetically altered seed. The nature and
quality of the seed determines the nature and quality
of what is produced by it.

Jesus said the seed in the parable is the word of Christ nor the Spirit is the author of religious confuGod (Luke 8:11). We must be sure the seed itself is sion (1 Corinthians 14:33). One might suppose that
pure, not corrupted. Not every “Bible” one reads, Jesus, by virtue of his authority and power, could
preaches, or teaches from is an accurate reflection of have prevented others from preaching “fake good
the original Hebrew or Greek writings. It may have news” — he could have struck them blind or mute or
errors in translation. The errors may not be intention- incapable; he could have punished them or destroyed
al and some, spelling errors for example, may be them. But he did not do so. Nor can any other sower
relatively harmless. But some are actually deliberate- do so now. Jesus is the primary sower of the gospel
ly skewed to present doctrines and dogmas of pseu- seed, but the sower is also any teacher, preacher, prodo-Christian,
non-Christian,
claimer of the word of God, or
cultic, or denominational views.
anyone doing some one on one
Paraphrases (such as The Livsharing of the word. In the paraWhat often passes for
ing Bible, The Good News Bible, Jesus is explaining to the disChristianity today is a
ble, and The Message) are little
ciples and the multitudes what to
more than denominational serdo in sharing the gospel message.
hybrid mixture, more
mons hiding under a cloak of
The third element is the soils
human than divine—the
piety. They are mixed seed:
into which the seed is sown. No
kind denounced in Paul’s matter how good the seed and no
some truth of God, some human
religiosity, some modern and
matter how careful the sower, the
letter to the Colossians.
post-modern human philososoil determines the eventual result.
phy. One of the chief gods of
Four types of soil are mentioned
post-modern religion is Diversity. The “faith” is here and they are ultimately responsible for what the
spread more in songs and sermons than by scripture- seed produces. Each type of soil represents the attireading. Cringe-worthy songs and cringe-worthy tudes and actions of one who hears the word of God
sermons from cringe-worthy singers and speakers and is offered the seed of the kingdom.
have caused the splitting and splintering of nominal
Hard packed soil is uninterested and unreceptive.
Christians around the world into a bewildering num- The seed does not penetrate or germinate. Enemies
ber of denominations, churches, and sectarian groups. may take it away or destroy it. Nothing is produced
What often passes for Christianity today is a hy- by it or from it.
brid mixture, more human than divine—the kind deStony shallow soil may be quick to respond, but
nounced in Paul’s letter to the Colossians. Many have there can be no longevity or durability. What grows
their favorite “version” of the Bible while others as- up quickly will probably die without producing desume any and all “Bibles” are from God and salva- sirable fruit.
tion truth can be gleaned from any of them. Not so!
Thorny soil has too many other things trying to
There is not one extant translation which can be certi- grow in it. It cannot nourish everything. The good
fied to be error free and not needing to be updated, seed may not grow to reproductive maturity.
revised, or re-translated. Be careful in your choice of
Good soil means the seed is not hindered and is
seed. The seed you plant determines the result you properly nourished. The seed, the sower, and the soil
will get from the planting, whether it will be true work together to produce properly. This is no doubt
Christians or counterfeit tares and weeds (Matthew the desire and intention of the Giver of the seed, God
13:24-30, 36-43)
himself, who provides seed for the sower (2 CorinThe second element of the parable is the sower thians 9:10-11).
who sows the seed. First of all, it is the Lord himself
A fourth element in the parable is the hazards,
(Matthew 13:37). Jesus is explaining about his minis- handicaps, and hindrances to proper fruit productry and the response of people to it. Only an enemy tion. This is implied rather than expressly identified,
of God would sow corrupt and corrupting seed along but clearly intended to be considered if one is to apwith the truth of God. Jesus sowed nothing but good ply the parable correctly. The seed may have been
seed: honest, true and accurate, life-giving words of corrupted—altered in some way as in hybrid, genetthe Spirit of God (John 6:63b, 68). As the one who ically engineered variations. It may have other seeds
selects and sows the seed, the sower is responsible mixed in—thorns, thistles, weeds and parasites There
for the product which comes from it. Neither God nor are enemies of the seed and enemies of the soil:

Satan and those who serve him. Pushers and purveyors of competing seed (practitioners of other religions—including denominations of professing Christianity—genetically engineered or hybrid religion, all
of which are of Satan, not of Christ and not of God).
The soil’s condition is not forced upon it but rather
chosen by it, whether directly or by default. The recipient of the word of God may be hard-hearted, indifferent, open to evil companions and influences,
lazy, pleasure-seeking, and self-indulgent. The sower
is not responsible for and cannot compensate for the
conditions and responses of the soil, but can be careful to give no encouragement and show no tolerance
for errors made by the soil. As a sower you cannot
judge the soil, cannot be completely selective according to your own judgment. Some may be receptive
and productive that you thought would not be. Some
you thought were “good soil” may turn out to be unreceptive and unproductive.
So maybe a point we have missed in the parable
is that there is a time for the sower to scatter his seed
recklessly, indiscriminately, and continually. Give
the soil the opportunity to receive the truth or reject it
on its own; don’t make the prejudicial decision for it.
In physical farming the waste of the seed is an important factor—it is precious and not inexhaustible.
So care is mandatory. But the seed of the word of
God is an inexhaustible resource. It is not wasted
even when not received by the target soil. Someone
else may hear it and receive it, having heard it while
you were directing it elsewhere. Put out the seed, in
any and every form practical or possible for you. You
may not see or ever know what it produces, but you
know what it is able to produce —and you want to be
an instrument of the Lord in the production.

The Parable of a Discouraged Preacher
(Sower of Seed)
A certain famous preacher worked hard to prepare provocative and productive sermons. He delivered them carefully, persistently, and prayerfully to a
certain group of people. But they were not always
well received and seemed ineffective, producing
nothing worthwhile. He wrote a painfully personal
letter which amounted to his final sermon to the people to whom he had given so much. He said he
thought perhaps his work among them had been
wasted. But for a long time afterward and even until
now countless persons in countless generations have

read his sermons, including this particular letter,
marveled at his understanding and reveled in his
teaching. Many have grown remarkably closer to
God in Christ because of this preacher.
The preacher’s name was Paul, Christ’s apostle to
the Gentiles. The letter was written to the Galatians.
We thank God we have this letter preserved for us.
We read it, teach it, and try to preserve it for the generations yet to come.
Other than the same Paul’s letter to the Romans
perhaps no other writing in the New Testament has
had a greater impact and influence upon Christianity
than Galatians. Our understanding of the relationship
of the Law of Moses and the Jewish religion to the
gospel of Jesus Christ and the Christian religion is
shaped by Galatians. Our understanding of the plan
of salvation by faith, grace, and obedience to the
gospel is summed up brilliantly and decisively in Galatians. The kind of life to be lived and the relationships to be sustained with each other and with God
are incisively and insightfully outlined in Galatians.

God’s Word will not Fail of Its
Purpose and Return to Him Void
Isaiah 55:10-11 applies in principle to all the
word of God, however and whenever given.
God assures that His word will not return to Him
without accomplishing what He sent it to do. God
intends that people know Him by and through His
word. He intends that it get into the minds and lives
of people. One purpose, among other things, is to
supply seed for the sower—to give one the information he needs to teach others and bring them to
God. Commenting on it, Paul prayed, “May He who
supplies seed for the sower...supply and multiply the
seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your
righteousness” (2 Corinthians 9:10).
Some like to stretch this saying of Isaiah and of
God and suggest that, though it may not bear fruit
immediately, it can stay in the mind for a long time,
germinating and producing spiritual results later. Of
course that is true—we have seen it happen. It is true
whether it is in producing a Christian or simply the
understanding and application of some Christian
principle that one later calls to mind and acts upon.
That is what keeps some of us teaching and preaching to people who seem to do nothing with it—we
trust that it may produce a good effect at some later
time.

The seed will not bear fruit unless it is planted in did that faithfully, he was a good minister of Christ, a
the minds of people. A book on the shelf does noth- faithful steward of Christ—whether or not anybody
ing on its own. It must be read and applied before it obeyed the gospel when he preached it to them.
can do anything for the person who has it. It must be
Paul has a great lesson on preaching in Romans
read to others, explained to them, and applied by 10:13-21, pertaining particularly to the audience.
them before it can do anything productive and effec- The one who calls upon the name of the Lord will be
tive for them. Case in point: owning a copy or several saved (13). This does not mean one calls out, “Lord,
copies of the Bible imparts neither knowledge nor Lord.” or says, “Oh Jesus,” or “Oh God.” One calls
grace to the owner. There will be few if any tangible upon the Lord by doing what the Lord says do (Luke
benefits from the Bible unless it is actually read and 6:46, Matthew 7:21-23). One cannot call on the Lord
applied to one’s own life. It is neither adding to nor if he does not believe in him (14a). Faith is essential
detracting from God’s word to say that only if it is (Hebrews 11:6). One is not actually calling upon the
properly planted can it fulfill His purpose. If it is not Lord if he does not believe that He is, and that He
planted in the minds of people, it will be as if it did rewards those who seek him diligently and call upon
not exist, as if it were not given at all.
him (Hebrews 11:1). Even if one does the right thing,
The effectiveness (increase) of the word does not if he does not believe or if he has doubts, he is not
depend upon God alone. God gave the word. Some asking or acting in faith and he will receive nothing
plant it. Some water it. If proper application of the (James 1:6). But how will any others become believword is made, God gives
ers if they do not hear the
the increase (1 Corinthians
words of the Lord, do not hear
3:6-9). The planters and the
the truth about the Lord?
If
there
is
no
increase
bewaterers are fellow workers
(14b). And how will they ever
with God. If there is a prohear unless someone teaches
cause of the failure of the
ductive increase, God and
the truth? (14c). And
hearers… it is not the fault of them
His co-workers rejoice. If
who is going to go and teach
not, there is no rejoicing
God, the seed, the planters, them unless he is sent, unless
except in the fact that the
he feels it is God’s will for
or the waterers. But if the
seed was actually sown and
him to do it, unless he believes
nurtured. God has done his
God is sending him to do it?
seed is never planted...
part, the sower has done his
(15).
part, any and all other coSome say they feel no call;
workers have done their part and cannot be faulted— they do not feel that they are personally sent by God.
each is rewarded for his work, whether or not it bears They believe teaching and preaching are for those
immediate discernible results. If there is no increase who are called to do those things, who are prepared
because of the failure of the hearers, the soil, it is not for it and able to do it. Some believe Paul’s reference
the fault of God, the seed, the planters, or the water- is only to the apostles and inspired men of the New
ers. But if the seed is never planted, there is no way it Testament. We are not “called” as Paul was. But nocan produce anything.
tice the words of Jesus, in Matthew 28:19-20. “Go
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
Paul was not a
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, teaching them to
Results-Oriented Preacher
observe all the things I have commanded.” Does that
He understood what his mission was, what the not necessarily imply that those taught should also
Lord expected and required him to do (Acts 26:16- become teachers, that those who have received the
19, 1 Corinthians 1:17 and 9:16). Jesus told him, “I truth should also share with others what they have
will make you a minister and a witness of the things received?
you have seen and the things that I will yet reveal to
To an apparently uninspired man named Timoyou” (Acts 26:18). Of his commission Paul said, “For thy, Paul said, “The things you have heard from me
Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the commit to other faithful men who shall then be able
gospel” (1 Corinthians 1:17). “Yes, and woe is me if to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2). The proof of
I do not preach the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:16). Paul belief on the part of those who hear the gospel is that
was sent to plant the seed that Christ gave him. If he they do what God says in the gospel, they obey Jesus

as Lord. (Romans 10:16). Faith is produced in those
who hear the word of God (17). When faith is produced they will call upon the name of the Lord for
salvation. The teacher or preacher is not in control of
the end result. He has done his part by delivering the
words of the Lord to them. That is all God sends him
to do.
Here are a few questions to ask all would-be and
should-be preachers—actually to ask all Christians
who should be sharers of the word of God. To whom
should you be willing to preach? To whom should
you actually preach? Whom would and should you
be willing to teach? Whom should you ignore or exclude, or assume unworthy to hear God’s word?
What should your attitude be in the case of consistently unresponsive hearers? Can you change the
word in order to attract a certain audience? Should
you avoid certain matters in order not to offend the
hearers? Are you ever justified in moving on to a
new piece of ground to plant your seed, or should
you keep sowing in the same place to the same people?
If one is results-oriented, he may become discouraged and move on or even quit when he thinks
there are not enough responses to justify his continuing efforts. But if he is service-minded and ministryoriented he will continue preaching and teaching as
he has opportunity. He will trust the soil/ hearers to
be receptive, and trust the Lord to give the appropriate increase.

What the sower/preacher/teacher
must remember:
• No one can do what is the assigned responsibility of any other person.
• You cannot teach for another.
• You cannot respond for another.
• God cannot give the increase unless the seed is
planted (the sower’s part) and acted upon (the
hearer’s part).
• Paraphrase of 1 Corinthians 1:21. It pleases
God when the preaching of His word receives a
proper response, and He saves those who thus
become obedient believers.
• It is fair to say also that it pleases God when
His word is preached faithfully, even when it
does not produce the desired response—He is
pleased with the preacher, but He cannot be
pleased with the unresponsive hearers.

Conclusion:
Choose the right seed, the word of God. Remember that Jesus the Sower sowed the seed on all kinds
of soil, good and bad. You too must scatter the seed
recklessly, wherever you are allowed to do it. If others hear it and act upon it, calling upon the Lord in
obedience to it, He will be pleased. And even if they
do not respond favorably, you will be a faithful minister to the Lord—you will please the Lord.

Seeds That Work Unseen

Unseen but working out
The plan of God –
Potential life is there
Beneath the sod.
Its pattern to complete
It does not know,
But its design is set
And soon will show,
When water, soil and warmth
Combine with light
To make a plant that proves
God’s wondrous might.
And all who look will see
Beauty and grace
In something with no soul
But has its place.

Unseen but working as
The Lord designed,
A seed of human life
God had in mind
Before there was a world.
It has a soul,
A spirit like God’s own.
God makes it whole.
It finally becomes
A living man,
Not just a bit of flesh
No better than
A plant or lifeless thing
That cannot know
Or see. Man can praise God
And to Him go.

Unseen, the seed of truth
Implanted in
The heart and mind of one
Who lets it in,
Thinks carefully on it
And lets it grow,
Attended by his prayer,
‘Til he can know
That change is happening
In him, and he
Is transformed from within
And saved to be
A new-made man in Christ,
From sin made free,
With life that now can last
Eternally.
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Biblical Biography:

Andrew
Andrew’s First Journey with Jesus
The Orthodox tradition calls Andrew Protokletos,
which means “first-called.” Andrew, whose name in
Greek means “manly,” was a Jew who lived in Capernaum,1 a fishing village off the coast of the Sea of
Galilee, though he was a native of Bethsaida.2 A
fisherman by trade,3 whose father was named “Jonas” or “Jonah,”4 Andrew was also religiouslyminded. He was standing on the east coast of the Jordan River with two men, one of whom was John the
Baptist (and the other was most likely the future
apostle John), 5 a short time after Jesus returned from
His 40-day temptation in the wilderness.6 Being a

disciple

John,

Andrew

was

determined to be pleasing to God. So, when John
pointed out that Jesus was “the Lamb of God,” Andrew and John followed Jesus.7
Then Jesus turned and saw them following
[Him], and says to them, “What are you seeking?” They said to Him, “Rabbi (which is to
say, being interpreted ‘Master’), where are you
staying?” He says to them, “Come and see.”
They came and saw where he was staying, and
stayed with Him that day, for it was about the
tenth hour (John 1:38-39).

1

Mark 1:21 places Jesus in the synagogue at Capernaum. Verse
29 says that when He left the synagogue, he immediately went
to Andrew’s house. Verse 33 says “all the city” came to the
door [of the house]. The only city mentioned in the context is
Capernaum. Jesus, in verse 38, says that He wants to go to “the
next towns.” Mark 2:1 says “He entered into Capernaum…and
it was reported that He was in the house.” The only house
mentioned in the book up to this point was Andrew’s house,
thus Andrew lived in Capernaum.
2
John 1:44 says that Andrew was “of Bethsaida.”
3
Mark 1:16
4
His brother is called “Simon, son of Jonas [or Jonah]” in John
1:42, therefore, Andrew is also the “son of Jonas [or Jonah].”
Different translations render his father’s name differently. This
name is also very similar to “John.”
5
John, in his gospel account, makes no mention of his own
name, but refers to himself always as “the disciple” or “the
disciple whom Jesus loved.” If it is not John speaking of himself,
it is strange that he would not mention the name of the other
disciple who became one of the first followers of Jesus.
6
Matthew, Mark, and Luke are all clear that Jesus was taken to
the wilderness to be tempted immediately after He was baptized. Thus, when Jesus came to John the Immerser in John
1:29, and John spoke of what he had already seen at Jesus’
baptism, it must have been after the temptations had ended.
Thus, when Andrew first met Jesus, it was after the temptations.

of

First, Andrew went and found his brother, Simon,8 and told him “We’ve found the Messiah!” He
brought Simon to Jesus, and it is there that Jesus
gives Simon the name “Cephas, which is by interpretation, Peter [a stone].” 9
Two days later, Andrew accompanied Jesus to a
wedding in Cana, a town west of Capernaum. At this
wedding, Jesus miraculously turned water into wine,
and as a result, Andrew’s belief in Him was confirmed.10 After that, Andrew accompanied Jesus to
7

This is recorded in John 1:35-37.
There’s a bit of difficulty with the word “first” in John 1:41.
Does it mean before going with Jesus, Andrew went and found
his brother? Or does it mean that Andrew was the first of the
two disciples to go find their brothers (the other being John,
who would have gone and told his brother James).
9
John 1:41-42.
10
John 2:1-11, especially note verse 11.
8

Capernaum. In that short period of time—not even a
week—Andrew was in intimate company with men
who would go on to become some of the most important men in the history of Christianity: Jesus Himself, Peter (Andrew’s brother), Philip and Nathanael
(two of the apostles), James and Jude (brothers of the
Lord),11 and possibly James and John (sons of Zebedee).12
Andrew accompanied Jesus to Jerusalem for the
Passover, and witnessed first-hand Jesus using a
whip to drive out all the sheep and oxen from the
temple, overthrowing the tables, and dumping out the
money that the exchangers had gathered. He heard
Jesus tell the ones who sold doves to take those
things out of His Father’s house.13
It was while in Jerusalem with Jesus that Andrew
saw Jesus perform miracles,14 and also heard the
Lord utter something strange: “Destroy this temple,
and in three days I will raise it up.” When Jesus rose
from the dead after three days, Andrew remembered
this saying of Jesus, and his belief was once again
strengthened.15
Leaving Jerusalem, Andrew accompanied Jesus
into Judea, where they stayed for a while (possibly
up to seven months16), baptizing people.17 We aren’t
given the names of the individuals who were baptized, but it is possible that this is the time in which
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus became disciples of Jesus. It is also possible that it was during this ministry
that Judas Iscariot became a disciple of our Lord. If

this is the case, then it’s not out of the realm of possibility that Andrew himself is the one who baptized
some of them, because Jesus didn’t do the baptizing
personally.18
Jesus discovered that the Pharisees had heard
about His work, making and baptizing more disciples
than even John was, He left Judea and went towards
Galilee. But doing that required traveling through
Samaria. Andrew walked with Jesus, and while Jesus
stopped at Jacob’s well outside of Sychar because He
was worn out from the journey, Andrew and the other disciples went into the city to buy some food.
Coming back to bring Jesus some food, Andrew was
shocked, because Jesus was speaking with a Samaritan woman, but he kept his thoughts to himself, as
did the other disciples. After the woman got up and
went into the city, Andrew and company urged Jesus
to eat.19 It is here that Andrew learned a valuable lesson.
[Jesus] said to them, “I have food to eat
that you don’t know of.” Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has someone
brought Him something to eat?” Jesus said,
“My food is to do the will of Him that sent me,
and to finish His work. Don’t you say ‘There
are yet four months and then comes the harvest?’ Behold, I say to you, ‘Lift up your eyes
and look on the fields: for they are white already to harvest.’ And he that reaps receives
wages, and gathers fruit into life eternal: that
both he that sows and he that reaps may rejoice
together. Herein is that saying true, ‘One sows
and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that upon
which you have put no labor: other men labored, and you have entered into their labor”
(John 4:34-38).

11

John 1:12.
If we are correct in identifying the unnamed disciple in John
1:35-40 as John, then he almost certainly would have told his
brother, and they would have been among “His disciples” who
were called to the wedding (John 2:1-2).
13
John 2:13-17. Verse 17 is the evidence that Andrew (as well
as the rest of Jesus’ disciples up to that point) were in attendance.
14
John 2:23.
15
John 2:19-22.
16
McGarvey suggests that this sojourn in Judea could have
lasted from April (the time of the Passover) until December,
since Jesus states in the next chapter that the harvest was
“four months” away. Fourfold Gospel, page 132.
17
John 3:22. The question has arisen among Bible students as
to whether this baptism was the same as John’s baptism, or if it
was something different. The most logical conclusion is that,
just as John baptized people for the remission of sins, preparing them for the Kingdom of God which would come on the
Day of Pentecost, Jesus did as well. If Jesus baptized (via His
disciples) for a different reason, then it would have served to
cast confusion on the people, especially with Jesus making His
point that John’s baptism was of divine origin (Luke 20:3-8).
12

By saying this, Jesus was teaching Andrew that
He had work for him to do. He also hinted at something that would take place later—Andrew was going
to be an apostle of Jesus Christ. When Jesus said, “I
sent you…” the word He used was the verb form of
apostle. He literally told Andrew, Peter, Philip, Nathanael, and probably James and John, “I apostled
you.”
After a couple days in Samaria, they went back to
Galilee. It is apparently at this point that Andrew
goes back to his home in Capernaum and resumes his
18
19

John 4:2.
This whole series of incidents is recorded in John 4:1-43.

fishing trade with Peter, James, and John.20

Andrew is Called by Jesus
While Jesus traveled through Galilee preaching,
Andrew and his brother Peter had apparently gone
back to work as fishermen with James and John. After a couple months or more had passed, Jesus came
back to Capernaum, possibly staying at Andrew’s
house.21 Andrew and his brother Peter were at the
synagogue in Capernaum on the Sabbath when Jesus
spoke with authority and cast out a demon,22 and afterwards, they went back to their house with Jesus,
James, and John. It was there that Peter’s mother-inlaw was horribly sick with a “great fever,” but was
healed by Jesus.23
According to Luke, who explicitly stated that his
gospel account was “in order” (KJV) or “in consecutive order” (NASB),24 Andrew and Peter’s official
call came after the events on the Sabbath.25 Jesus had
gone near the Sea of Galilee, and a crowd of people
found Him. So he climbed aboard one of the two
ships there, the one that belonged to Andrew and Peter, and the boat was shoved off a bit so Jesus could
sit down and teach the crowds on the shore without
being mobbed by them. Andrew and Peter were both
on the ship with Jesus when the Lord said, “Launch
out into the deep, and let down your nets.”26 Andrew
heard his brother explain that they’d worked all
night, but caught nothing, but they still did as Jesus
asked.27

What happened next shocked Andrew.28 The nets
started to break, so they called James and John to
come over in their ship as well, and the massive
amount of fish filled both of the ships to the point of
almost sinking. The four men were amazed, and Jesus said to them, “from this point forward, you will
catch men,”29 “follow me.”30 As a result, Andrew
(and the others) left his ship and the fishing business
behind to follow the “Lamb of God.”
Traveling with Jesus, Andrew was present to see
Him cleanse a leper, forgive the sins of a paralyzed
man and then heal him, cast out demons, teach parables, and perform many other miracles.31 Andrew ate
with the Lord and His disciples in the house of Matthew, the tax collector, and learned straight from the
lips of our Savior that His mission was to “call sinners to repentance.”32

Andrew the Apostle (Limited Commission)
One morning, Andrew was called by Jesus, along
with the other disciples, to a mountain. This was one
of the most momentous days in Andrew’s life, because it was on this day that Jesus chose him to be
one of the twelve apostles. From that point onward,
Andrew was forever to be connected with the mission of Jesus. He followed Jesus throughout Galilee,
listening to His sermons, watching His miracles, and
perhaps even being overwhelmed by what Jesus said
on a one particular occasion:
While [Jesus] yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and brothers stood outside,
desiring to speak with Him. Then one said to
Him, “Behold, your mother and your brothers
stand outside, desiring to speak with you.” But
[Jesus] answered and said to him who told
Him, “Who is my mother? And who are my
brothers?” And He stretched forth His hand
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For the chronology of events in the life of Andrew and the
other apostles, we have leaned heavily on the outstanding
work of Professor J.W. McGarvey and his chronological harmony of the gospels, The Fourfold Gospel, which he wrote with
Philip Y. Pendleton.
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Luke 1:3. The word means in chronological order.
25
Matthew and Mark place the call before those events. There
are some who argue that Jesus called them twice: once before
the Sabbath in Capernaum, and again after a preaching tour of
Galilee (aka, Luke’s account), however, Luke 4:43-44 may be
Luke’s explanation that Jesus did indeed do what He planned
on doing, but Luke 5:1 appears to be a continuation of the
crowd scene from 4:42. So, the preaching tour of Galilee may
have come after the call of Peter and Andrew in Luke’s account.
26
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that this is the same calling as described in Matthew and Mark,
both of which place Andrew and Peter in the boat together at
the time of their call.
27
Luke 5:5.
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Luke has a habit of not mentioning people by name unless
they are either (1) well-known to his original reader or (2)
someone who will be an important player later on in his writings (including the book of Acts). Luke only mentions Andrew
by name when he is listing the apostles—which he does once
in Luke 6:13-16 and once in Acts 1:13.
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Luke 5:10.
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Matthew 4:19
31
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toward His disciples, and said, “Behold, my
mother and my brothers!” (Matthew 12:46-49).
After some more travel with Jesus, Andrew and
the other eleven apostles were called to meet privately with Him. They had seen Him perform many miracles, but now Jesus did something that they probably weren’t expecting:
He…gave them power and authority over
all demons, and to cure diseases. And He sent
them to preach the kingdom of God, and to
heal the sick (Luke 9:1-2).
Jesus sent them out “two by two,”33 and it is
probable that Andrew went with Peter.34 Andrew
took this mission seriously, preaching the gospel,35
preaching that the hearers should repent, and confirming the message by “cast[ing] out many demons
and anoint[ing] with oil many who were sick, and
heal[ing] them.”36
Once the mission, often called the “Limited
Commission,” was finished, Andrew met up with
Jesus again in a deserted place near Bethsaida and
gave a report of all that he had done in Jesus’ name
(as did the other apostles).37
Late on that same day, after crowds had been following Jesus, Andrew and the apostles all asked Jesus to send them away to the cities because they
didn’t have food to feed them with. Jesus’ response
was, “You give them [food] to eat.”38 Andrew found
a young boy and brought him to Jesus, and told Him
“There is a lad here who had five barley loaves and
two fishes. But what is that among so many?” Andrew had to be amazed as Jesus blessed the food and
fed five thousand people with it, especially after he
went around with the other apostles gathering up the
leftovers—which filled twelve baskets!39

is the King of Israel that comes in the name of the
Lord!”40 Amidst the commotion of the day, some
Gentiles who were there for the upcoming feast approached Philip, who brought them to Andrew.41
They said, “We want to see Jesus.”42 So Andrew, for
the third time in the biblical record, brought people to
the Lord.43 Andrew must have watched and listened
as Jesus spoke to these Gentiles.
The hour is come that the Son of man
should be glorified. Verily, verily I say to you,
“Except a grain of wheat fall into the ground
and die, it abides alone: but if it dies, it brings
forth much fruit. He that loves His life shall
lose it; and he that hates his life in this world
shall keep it to life eternal. If any man serve
me, let him follow me; and where I am, there
shall also my servant be: if any man serve me,
him will my Father honor. Now is my soul
troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me
from this hour: but for this cause came I to this
hour. Father, glorify Your name.”
Then came a voice from heaven, “I have
both glorified it, and will glorify it again.”
The people therefore who stood by and
heard it said that it thundered: others said, “An
angel spoke to Him” (John 12:23-39).
Andrew stood as the Father spoke from heaven,
and heard Jesus say that God spoke for the benefit of
those around Him (including Andrew). Then, even
though Andrew had heard it before, he couldn’t help
but feel sadness when he heard Jesus announce once
more that He was going to die.44
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John 12:12-14, Mark 11:1-10, Matthew 21:1-9, Luke 19:29-38
John’s record of these events appears to place them on the
same day as the “Triumphal Entry,” on what has come to be
known as “Palm Sunday” (though neither phrases appear in the
inspired text). However, J.W. McGarvey take the position that
this incident with Andrew and the Greeks took place on the
Tuesday following, though he does not give an explanation for
his reasoning in his Fourfold Gospel.
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John 12:20-22
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Andrew brought his brother, Simon [Peter], to Jesus; he
brought the lad with the loaves and fishes to Jesus; and he
brought these Gentiles to Jesus.
44
John 12:30-32 records Jesus repeating His death announcement. The listeners, according to the verses that follow, understood that Jesus was saying that He must die, and thought that
meant He wasn’t the Christ, about whom they had heard “out
of the Law” that He should “abide forever” (John 12:34). Some
may think that the death announcement was not understood
41

Andrew During the Passion Week
The twelve apostles came with Jesus to Jerusalem
before the Passover, and stayed in the house of Mary
and Martha. The next day, Sunday, Andrew watched
as Jesus mounted a young donkey and entered Jerusalem with the people crying out “Hosannah! Blessed
33

Mark 6:7
In most of the listings of the apostles, Peter and Andrew are
mentioned together.
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38
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Andrew certainly accompanied Jesus (as did the
other apostles) during His visits into Jerusalem on
Monday, when Jesus again overturned the tables of
the money-changers, and Tuesday, watching the
Master teach in the temple, confronting Pharisees,
Sadducees, chief priests, scribes, elders, and Herodians as they tried to trip Him up in front of the people.45 It was on this Tuesday, the final Tuesday before Jesus’ cruel death, that Jesus and His disciples
left the temple, and one of them pointed out the immense beauty of the temple complex.46 This building
project began fifty years earlier47 and included tearing down the temple build by Zerubabbel, completely
removing the foundation, creating an entirely new
foundation 30 feet higher than it had been, and carted
in massive marble slabs that were white and strong,
37.5 feet long, 18 feet wide, and 12 feet tall to build
the temple.48 The temple was raised up to such a
height and prominence in Jesus’ day that Josephus
says
[The temple itself] was much higher, till
they were visible to those that dwelt in the
country for a great many furlongs…
The temple had doors also at the entrance,
and lintels over them, of the same height as the
temple itself. They were adorned with embroidered veils, with their flowers of purple, and
pillars interwoven: and over these, but under
the crownwork, was spread out a golden vine,
with its branches hanging down from a great
height, the largeness and fine workmanship of
which was a surprising sight to the spectators,
to see what vast materials there were, and with
what great skill the workmanship was done.49
when Jesus stated it, but the Gentiles that Andrew brought to
Jesus understood Him pretty well.
45
These incidents are recorded in Mark 11:27-33; 13:13, 18-27,
as well as in Matthew and Luke’s accounts.
46
None of the biblical writers disclose the name of the disciple
in question. Therefore, any guess would be nothing more than
a supposition. However, given how frequently certain disciples
are mentioned by name, it seems logical to assume that it was
not Peter, Andrew, James, or John (who are mentioned by
name just two verses later in Mark’s account), nor Judas (for if
it was him, it would seem worth noting to point out because of
his materialistic mind).
47
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Josephus places it during the 18 year of the reign of Herod
the Great, which would be approximately 20 BC.
48
This information is recorded for us in Josephus’ Antiquities of
the Jews, book 15, chapter 11, paragraphs 1-3.
49
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But as Andrew and the other apostles stood with
Jesus, looking at the temple, the Master said, “You
see these great buildings? There shall not be left one
stone upon another, which shall not be thrown
down.”50 Given the immensity of these marble slabs
(stones), such a statement shocked Jesus’ disciples. It
was such a shock that Andrew and Peter, James and
John, came to Jesus privately as He sat on the Mount
of Olives to ask Him “When shall these things be?
And what shall be the sign when all these things are
fulfilled?”51 Andrew then listened intently as he
heard Jesus detail for them the events leading up to
the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in accordance with Old Testament prophecy, adding the
words “This generation shall not pass until all these
things are done.”52
Wednesday evening (which to the Jews would
have been the beginning of Thursday),53 Jesus gathered with Andrew and the other apostles in an upper
room to eat the Passover. During the meal, Andrew
watched as Jesus stood up and wrapped a towel
around Himself, and then came and washed Andrew’s feet.54 and it was at this time that Jesus told
them that He was going to be betrayed by one of
them. Shocked and worried, Andrew asks Jesus, “Is it
I?” But he isn’t given a direct answer.
Jesus, with the apostles (minus Judas, who had
left55), after singing a hymn, went to the Mount of
50

Mark 13:2, Matthew 24:1-2.
Mark 13:3-4. The questions, as recorded in Matthew 24, are
worded differently: “When shall these things be? And what
shall be the sign of your coming and of the end of the world?
We have chosen to use the questions as Mark records them,
for he is the only one who identifies the specific questioners
(Andrew in particular).
52
Mark 13:5-37, but especially verse 30. Matthew 24:34 and
Luke 21:32 also record this saying.
53
To the Jew, a new day began at 6pm. Thus, this Passover
meal, in Jewish reckoning, was eaten on Thursday, though to
us, it would be Wednesday evening. Space forbids an extended
discussion of the day in which Jesus was crucified, but perhaps
this will suffice: In order for Jesus to be the fulfillment of the
Passover Lamb type, He would need to be killed on the same
day prescribed by God in Exodus 12. In the years 29-33 (where
most estimates of Jesus’ death are placed), the day in question
never happened on a Friday. However, in AD 30, it fell on a
Thursday. It is the belief of this writer, after much study, that
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Jesus died on the 14 of Nisan, AD 30, which was a Thursday,
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and that He was buried on the 15 (remember that to the
Jews, the day changed at 6 pm), and was raised on the following Sunday.
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John 13:1-5
55
John 13:21-30
51

Olives, where He told Andrew and the others, “All of
you shall be offended because of me this night.” Andrew watched his brother Peter argue with Jesus over
this, saying “Although all [of them] shall be offended, yet I will not.” Then after Jesus foretold that Peter
would deny Him three times, Peter said, “If I should
die with You, I will not deny You in any way,” and
Andrew said the same thing.56
Of course, it was just a short time later that Judas
arrived with soldiers, who took hold of Jesus, and
scared Andrew and the others to the point that they
“forsook Him and fled”57

Andrew the Apostle (Great Commission)
The first day of the week, seven days after the
resurrection of Jesus, Andrew was gathered with the
disciples with the doors shut because there were
afraid of what the Jews might do to them. During this
meeting, Jesus appeared in the room, and Andrew
looked with joy at the wounds in hands and side
which proved that this was His Lord, risen from the
dead.58
Andrew is last specifically named in the Bible in
Acts 1:13, while he was with the rest of the apostles
in Jerusalem awaiting the power of the Holy Spirit
that Jesus had promised would happen just prior to
His ascension.59 On the Day of Pentecost, Andrew
heard a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and he was
filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak about
the “wonderful works of God” in other languages as
directed by the Spirit.60 Andrew spent much of that
day standing in water, baptizing many of the 3,000
souls who were “pricked in the heart” and wanted
their sins forgiven.61
Over the next several months, Andrew continued
to preach and heal the sick, until finally the high
priest and the Sadducees couldn’t take it anymore.
Andrew and the other eleven were arrested and
thrown into the common prison. But that night, an
angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison and
released them, with a command to go to the temple
and preach “the words of life.” That day, the captain
of the officers asked them to come with him and
brought them before the council. When the high
priest asked Andrew and the others, “Didn’t we
56
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61
See Acts 2:37-38, 41.
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command you not to teach in this name?” they all
answered, “We ought to obey God rather than man.”
Instead of being put to death, however, the high
priest commanded that Andrew and the other apostles
were to be beaten—probably with 39 severe lashes—
and then released with another stern warning not to
preach about Jesus anymore. They all rejoiced that
there were counted worthy to suffer shame for His
name, and went on teaching and preaching Jesus
Christ.62
Biblically speaking, the only other things we
know about Andrew is that he remained in Jerusalem
during the persecution instituted by Saul of Tarsus,
that he was again (or still) in Jerusalem when the
former persecutor, now a Christian, came back with
Barnabas, and that he was again (or still) in Jerusalem when those two men returned to settle a dispute
over whether Gentile Christians were to keep the
Law of Moses.63
Thanks be to God for this wonderful man who
continually brought people to Jesus!

Andrew According to Tradition
Eusebius reports that Andrew’s area of work was
Scythia,64 which is north of the Black Sea in part of
modern-day Russia. It is because of this tradition that
he is consideredthe patron saint of Russia. An early
Christian writing titled “The Martyrdom of Andrew”
records that he was stoned to death while working in
this area. 65
According to Dorman Newman (in 1685), Andrew was murdered on November 30th, and the bulk
of tradition places that death in AD 69.66

The Acts of Andrew and Matthias in the City
of Man-Eaters67
This ancient work describes Matthias as a prisoner in an Ethiopian68 city of cannibals, who is then
62

These events are recorded in Acts 5.
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in Acts 8:1; 9:26-27; and chapter 15.
64
Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, Book 3, Chapter 1, Paragraph
1.
65
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, “Andrew” (II. In
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rescued by Andrew, but then they are both captured
until Andrew causes a statue to gush acidic water
throughout the city, killing cattle and children, and
causing the adults of the city to writhe in pain as their
skin was being eaten into by the acid that was now up
to their necks. When the people finally began to pray
to the “God of the stranger [Andrew],” Andrew told
the statue to “Stop the water, for they have repented.”69

The Acts and Martyrdom of the
Holy Apostle Andrew
Another ancient work entitled “Acts and Martyrdom of the Holy Apostle Andrew,”70 supposed to
have been written by the “bishops and deacons of the
churches of Achaia,”71 records a conversation between Aegates, the proconsul, and Andrew which
came about because Aegeates’ wife would not follow
the pagan gods after hearing Andrew’s preaching.
After proclaiming the “mystery of the cross,” and
telling the proconsul that the only way he could learn
the truth was to “take the form of a disciple,” Aegeates threw Andrew into prison. This only served to
make the Christians incredibly angry, for they came
together from the whole province with the mission of
killing Aegeates and freeing Andrew. The apostle,
however, calmed them down and they left. The next
day, Aegeates brought him back and commanded
him to offer a “libation” offering to the gods, since it
was Andrew’s fault that “not even one city has remained in which their temples have not been forsaken and deserted.” After Andrew called him “O son of
death, and chaff made ready for eternal burnings,”
the proconsul, enraged, said “[I]f thou wilt not hearken to me, I shall cause thee to perish on the tree of
the cross.”
According to this work, the command was given
“that he should be bound hand and foot, as if he were
stretched on the rack, and not pierced with nails, that
he might not die soon, but be tormented with longcontinuing torture.”72 But Andrew wasn’t tortured;
instead smiling and happy, he preached to nearly
20,000 people who gathered around to hear from him
for four days. On the fourth day, many came to Ae-

geates and demanded that Andrew be released, and
through fear of the mob, the proconsul went to free
him. However, Andrew prayed that he not be released, and the arms of those who tried to release him
from the cross were numbed until finally, after a
bright light shone on him from heaven for half an
hour, Andrew gave up the ghost.

Other Traditions
Tradition holds that this cross was turned to resemble an “X,” and has for centuries been known as
“St. Andrew’s Cross.”73
One final note of interest comes from the Muratorian Fragment. This early writing (some date it as
early as AD 170) is one of the primary sources for
the study of which books belong in the New Testament.74 It says:
The fourth Gospel [was written by] John,
one of the disciples. When his fellow-disciples
and bishops urgently pressed him, he said,
“Fast with me today, for three days, and let us
tell one another any revelation which may be
made to us, either for or against [the plan of
writing].” On the same night it was revealed to
Andrew, one of the Apostles, that John should
relate all in his own name, and that all should
review [it].75
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Holman Bible Dictionary: “Andrew”
Practically all books dealing with the issue of canonicity will
mention this document. However, it must be noted that the
th
only surviving copy of it is a 7 -century Latin translation. The
early date is suggested due to some historical references as
being recent to the author.
75
This quotation was given in James Hastings’ Dictionary of
Christ in the Gospels, “Andrew.”
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When I said I would write this article, I said it
would be short, because basically it’s a short answer.
I was worshipping where we had a very good gospel
preacher, and he’s still a very good gospel preacher.
But he was more of a lecturer preacher. But, my idea
of a gospel preacher is a “Motivational Teacher” and
I finally decided that if it was going to get done the
way I wanted it done, I was going to have to do it
myself. So, that is my “short” article.
But, as I think about it more there are other reasons behind my definition of what I believe a gospel
preacher is, and that probably had a lot to do with me
wanting it done that way. So here is the “longer” story, or as Paul Harvey would say (some are too young
to remember him) here is the “rest of the story.”
My parents were “always” not only active in the
Church, but deeply interested in the Church. We never missed a service unless it was absolutely impossible to get there. We lived about the farthest from the
building in the country, but if there were only 4 – 6
people there, we made up at least 3 or 4 of them, depending upon the year. We would spend about 2
months plus, both in the spring and the fall, every
year, going to gospel meetings somewhere essentially
every night of the week. Of course, that was when
gospel meetings were 10 days to 2 weeks long. This
was not out of obligation to anyone, just the desire of
my parents to hear the Gospel and to fellowship with
Christians they didn’t get to see every week.
During these gospel meetings, I heard some of
the best preachers in our brotherhood at the time. Examples like Albert Lemmons, Jerry Jenkins, Charles
Coil, Landon Saunders, Boyd Morgan, and Marshal
Keeble just to name a few that come to mind. When
(and with one preacher it was every Sunday) our local preacher preached from a blackboard chart or
sheet, I copied it down and kept it. By the way, I
have preached them now. Preachers and teachers
were my “heroes”.
After being told at age 15 I had a birth defect that
would prevent me from farming all my life, and I had
never considered anything else, I went to Harding
College (now University) and there I was introduced
to personal evangelism. I went two years on spring
break to the Iowa Campaigns. It was in my blood

from that point on to save souls. I was able to bring
my first person, a 16 year old young man, to be baptized and was influenced tremendously by Lloyd
Deal & Jerry Lutzenhiser on those campaigns.
After marrying my wife, our dream became to
use my “Mathematics in business research” as an occupation and live in a semi-mission area and do personal evangelism on the side. But the 1971 recession
made that impossible, so I ended up going to Graduate School and teaching high school. I should mention, my wife and I are a “minority” –we are children
of elders who married.
I decided I wanted to preach for the reason mentioned in the first paragraph, and I told my wife. Her
response was that she had always wanted to be a
preacher’s wife, but gave up on that idea when she
married me. I started to preach on Sundays at a small
congregation, just to see if I could. Then about a year
later, my wife and I decided that’s what I should do.
So one year before I would go into preaching full
time we decided this was what “we” wanted to do. So
I taught one more year but, during the summer before
that last year and during that school year, I went to as
many preacher training workshops at Harding, International Bible College in Florence, Ala., and other
places to self-train myself the best I could.
I assumed, and other told me also, since I didn’t
go to a preacher school, I would have a hard time
getting a full time job. But, in February of that last
school year I got a call from a man in Kansas wanting me to try out. They offered me the job and we
decided to take it. They were even willing to hold it
until June when my school year was over. As it
turned out I preached there 3 years, but I ended up
preaching 15 years at the next job and this is with a
total of “3” tryout sermons, and one of them was after I had already been offered the job where we
stayed for 15 years. The third job took a few months
to get and we were there for 6 years. I then came
back to Arkansas to teach math at a Christian college
and have been preaching on Sundays AM & PM and
teaching class on Wednesdays and a few other things
for a small congregation for 16 years this past January.

By the way, that dream my wife and I had of using math as an occupation and doing personal evangelism in a semi-mission area in the US. Well, God
changed it to preaching full time in a semi-mission

area and using my math as a source of supplementing
my income by substitute teaching or teaching parttime at a community college.

I do not usually introduce myself as a preacher,
but after people get to know me they will ask what I
do. I am regularly amused at their reactions when I
tell them I am a preacher. Some seem bemused,
“You’re a preacher?!” Others immediately put up a
wall of defense, and some open up to me, asking
more serious questions and looking for guidance in
different areas of their lives. Once people do know
that I am a preacher, they often ask me, “Why did
you choose to be a preacher?” or more commonly,
“How did God call you to the ministry?” Honestly, I
have asked myself the same question, “Why DID I
choose to be a preacher?”
That really is a good question. The answer tells
you about me and about my faith.
First, my religious convictions result from godly
parents that ensured their children were brought up
in a Christian environment. Both parents were Christians when they married. My mother grew up in a
Christian home in Pensacola, Florida. My father’s
Ohio home was a religiously divided house. His father grew up as a denominational Christian and
maintained an allegiance of sorts to his upbringing.
My father’s mother was a Christian, but did not attend faithfully until her later years because of family
and distance reasons. Her sisters were influential in
my father’s decision at 17 to become a Christian.
After a tour in the Navy, my father settled in Pensacola and eventually met and married the woman
who would become my mother. My mother’s parents
were both Christians and active at West Hill Church
of Christ in Pensacola. My mother is a Bible class
teacher and retired from serving as secretary at Escambia Christian Elementary/Middle School where
my brothers and I attended most of our formative
years. My father serves the church as an elder and
interpreter for the deaf. He was for many years a
deacon as well as filling the pulpit on occasion. Together my parents raised three sons (I am the middle

child). This upbringing grounded me and my brothers in scripture; consequently, we all serve the
church in some capacity. My older brother is an elder, Bible class teacher, speaker at Christian camps,
and makes regular mission trips to Ecuador. Before
his death last year, my younger brother was a Bible
class teacher, song (worship) leader, did freelance
work for a Christian apologetics company and
preached on occasion. I believe that our formative
years have much to do with who we are and the
choices we make for our lives. However, in my case,
there are four other events in my life that lead to my
decision to devote my life to preaching.
The first event occurred when I was only seven
years old. In May of 1974, I was in Sacred Heart
Children’s Hospital after being struck by a car.
While I was in the hospital, I overheard the doctors,
nurses, nuns, and my parents talking about how
thankful they were to God that I survived. I learned
later that the doctors were unsure of my survival during the first three days I was in the Intensive Care
Unit of the hospital. As a seven-year-old, I thought
that God must have a special plan for me. I determined I would be a Christian and serve him in some
way with my life. I recall at the time I was going to
do this while playing point guard for the Boston
Celtics.
The second event came a few years later as we
were vacationing in Ohio. While visiting the Rome
Church of Christ in Proctorville, Ohio, I struck up a
conversation with one of the members about the bulletin board in the foyer. He commented to my parents that he thought I would either be a politician or
a preacher. My mother responded, “I hope he’s a
preacher.” I was 10 or 11 years old at the time. I
stored these words in my heart and I think of this
event regularly.
The third event came when I was in seventh
grade. Jimmie Wisdom (the preacher at Leonard

Street Church of Christ where my dad was serving as
a deacon and interpreter for the deaf) was preaching
through the New Testament book by book. Before
worship he leaned over the back of the pew and
asked me and my best friend if we wanted to preach
on Titus and Philemon. We agreed, thinking he was
joking. We had quite a surprise when he announced
to the congregation in his introductory remarks that
evening that Tommy and I were preaching in four
weeks. The preparation for, and delivery of, that
sermon kindled a fire. I knew from that point on I
would preach when I had the opportunity.
The final event was my Junior year in high
school. By the end of my Sophomore year of High
School I became aware that college basketball
coaches were not looking for average skill level
players. Add to that fact that a driver’s license and a
1967 Mercury Comet that needed fuel and a few repairs required income, so basketball became a P.E.
and backyard sport and I stopped playing on a team
after that season. Now that hoop dreams were just
that—dreams, I began to find enjoyment in biological sciences. I began thinking back to the care I received in the hospital. I realized I could serve God as
a Pediatrician; I might even make a little money too!
I soaked up the information we learned in Anatomy
and Physiology. My lab partner, who would be class
Valedictorian, wanted to be a Brain Surgeon. Since I
was thinking of being a Pediatrician, we fed off each
other all year. Yet, I had concerns. All the schooling,
the residency requirements, and the long hours of a
medical doctor might interfere with regularly assembling with a congregation and may keep me too busy
to serve God the way I wanted too. Maybe medicine,
especially the chemistry part, was not what I wanted
to do after all.
About that time my English and American Literature teachers began placing a heavy challenge on
us. They started making us write—every week! We
had to expound poetry, review novels, write research
papers, compose reactions to the papers of other students, and write about current events. This may not
seem pivotal, but when career day came our guidance counselors suggested that we look at what we
wrote about and what we enjoy reading about to help
us determine what we might want to do with our
lives. Somehow, every other paper I wrote brought
in a spiritual point, even a paper on Hemingway’s
Old Man and the Sea. My English teacher gave me
the high marks and compliments on my research paper entitled, “The Existence of God.” There was a

theme evident in my writing. God kept showing
through! Like Jeremiah who said, “If I say, ‘I will
not mention Him, or speak anymore in His name,’
there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up
in my bones, and I am weary of holding it in, and I
cannot” (Jer. 20:9 – ESV), I could not help but mention the God who delivered me. I still cannot. Could
I serve God as a Pediatrician? Yes! But not full time.
Not the way I felt he deserves from me. I knew I
could have a greater impact for God by using my gift
of communication. I wanted to use my talents to
point people to Him and his saving power (Rom
1:16). By my Senior year, I determined to preach. I
knew that preaching was how I could serve God to
the best of my ability.

I’ve been known to write 20 pages letters because I love to talk and write. I finished working my
third straight 12-hour midnight shift without much
sleep, so obviously preaching isn’t my full-time vocation.
Praise God, I was blessed with loving Christian
parents and Christian family on both sides. The first
memory of my life is my dear mother singing the
song, Tell Me the Story of Jesus. Thanks to this song,
my heart melted and I fell in love with Jesus at about
age 3. This, along with some other facts, created a
life-long love (some might say obsession) with gospel songs and hymns.
My father has lead singing at church since 1958,
and was baptized at the same church in Tennessee
where Ray Walker now leads singing. Ray Walker
was the bass singer of the legendary Jordanaires,
Elvis Presley’s backup group, for 15 years. Ray is a
great friend (and if you’re an Elvis fan, you might
enjoy the story of how Ray helped my dad in 1960
become a song writer and performer for legendary
Tree Publishing). He is more than a friend, he is also
my mentor, inspirational hero, phone buddy, pen pal,
church Brother. He helped me connect with many
Christian artists across the nation and around the
world. Through this, I’ve been able to compile inspirational Christian comedy CDs, which also feature
inspirational songs—some of which feature the Jordanaires (and one of those also has special guest Porter Wagoner).
In 1975, when I was 5 years old, my father and a
few other people from church took me to a tent-style
church revival, which had a powerful effect spiritually. As I look back, the seeds for a global Godly mission may have planted in my heart on that night, although I was too young to realize it at the time.
In 1980 (maybe 1981), I was baptized into Christ
at the Demopolis, Alabama church of Christ. Around
this time my father was song leader, Sunday school
teacher, and taking me to visit the nursing home residents. My dad was instrumental in setting up a
church outreach for the nursing home residents. Our
church has been having a church service at the nursing home at 9 AM on Sunday mornings for about 40
years now. Shortly after I was baptized, I began
preaching at that same nursing home. Dad would

prepare the sermons for me and I would read them.
Preaching at such a young age was the best thing that
ever happened to me, helping to eliminate fear and
nervousness when standing and speaking in front of
people. However, it took decades before I truly became comfortable preaching. Now I love it, crave it,
and look forward to it with passion and compassion.
In fact, I am on a Godly global mission of sharing
the Good News of Jesus, love, hope, and joy!
In 1995, while in college at the University of Alabama and working for the Tuscaloosa Newspaper, a
research project led me to become a collector of
original historic newspapers, magazines, rare prints,
maps, postcards, letters, and Americana and world
history in general. Being a collector progressed into
becoming a seller on eBay, and eventually a historian with an amazing collection of thousands of original historic memorabilia, including lots of interesting
church-related rarities. I’ve read a newspaper or mag
from just about every year beginning in the early
1700s to present).
Most everything I do is all volunteer. My hobbies
require lots of time & effort, and rarely do I make
any money from them. In the past 5 years I’ve given
away 810 CDs & DVDs, basically a self-funded
ministry. When I created my demo CDs a few years
ago, my goal was to give away 777 CDs & DVDs by
7/7/17. The 5 year giving goal was met and exceeded
on time. Making money is not the goal (though it
would be nice); the goal is helping save souls!
I work security at the local hospital, basically the
security manager, and I have not missed a day of
work since 1999. Sure, I have off days occasionally,
but I have yet to “call in” for any reason. In my entire life, I can count on my fingers how many times I
have missed a class or a day of work. I give God the
glory and my parents the credit for my being Mr.
Dependable!
God blessed me with a tender heart, passion &
compassion, conversation skills, vivid imagination,
dreaming abilities, natural story telling skills, and a
great sense of humor. My mission in life is to draw
people to God by sharing the Good News of Jesus by
using the talents He has blessed me with. Each CD I
give away is like a seed with water and fertilizer included. I hope to one day make my endeavors avail-

able in streaming format on the world wide web and
simply accept donations. If giving was an Olympic
sport, I could be a gold medal winner. It would be
nice to make some money using my hobbies so I
could give more and help my mom & dad financially. But I am content as I live paycheck to paycheck.
However I am joyful and hopeful because of spiritual Heavenly blessings.
About 12-15 years ago, a revival sermon by one
of the missionaries our church supports in Jamaica
turned out to be a real-deal, life-changing experience
for me, stirring my soul and persuading me to get out
of my comfort zone and become more than a church
goer—I decided to be an active church doer & helper! Moved by the love of God, I volunteered to lead
prayers, teach Wednesday night Bible Class, and
start back preaching at the nursing home. The Bible
came alive, and I mean big time! I couldn’t get
enough of God’s word; I consumed it with passion
and still remain hungry for more to this very day.
Special thanks to Mack Lyon and Phil Sanders, because their Bible messages were like thick prime
steaks for someone hungry for and craving straight
Gospel truths! And special thanks to my preachers
over the years.
Years go by. Then, just as I’m beginning to get
into the Godly love groove, I preached a message at
the nursing about being joyful in unpleasant times
(based on a message by Phil Sanders entitled, ‘God
is Compassionate’). That same week, a series of unfortunate events began, which stretched over a twoyear period (robbed/vandalized four times, two cars
destroyed while parked and minding their own business, family losses, and a few other unpleasant
things), shaking my faith and almost completely
breaking me financially. However, God had prepared
me through the message I preached days earlier. In
fact, it’s like I could hear God say to me, ‘Son, you
are doing real good, you are on a Godly roll. But do
not be surprised when the world comes against you
and tries to steal your joy. Let your faith grow
stronger through the struggles.’
When you are in a state of grief and then get victimized by thieves several times, it can pack a heavy
emotional punch. I remember thinking ‘It will be
okay, I just need to pray, eat a pizza, and watch
Andy Griffith and everything will be alright!’ (LOL)
But after I said a prayer, turned on the show, and
took a bite of pizza, I was still upset, the pizza didn’t
taste good, and the Andy Griffith show was not funny. I realized that I needed God’s help—and a quick

pre-pizza prayer wasn’t the way to ask for it. With
tears in my eyes, I went to God in deep prayer, and
straight out asked for His divine intervention to help
me become my happy laughing self again—to be
able to get past the grief and emotional turmoil the
previous two years had inflicted on me. And He answered. Oh, did He ever answer!
Almost immediately, the thought of serving and
glorifying God by the use of the abilities He gave to
me entered my head. I knew that in serving Him fully, I could have joy (1 John 1:4). It was as though
God was whispering to me, ‘You always wanted to
do comedy, now do it for me. Keep it clean and glorify me in the process and I will give you more joy
than you have ever known. Make it fun for kids and
old people alike.’ Without hesitation, I determined to
answer “Yes, I’ll do it for you God.” The weight of
sadness and confusion was lifted immediately. I felt
a purpose, a way to serve God, bring joy to people,
and tell the story of Jesus.
For the next year, I averaged about five hours a
day writing, then I bought recording equipment,
stayed at the church building until the wee hours of
the morning, and basically got the job done for God
Almighty, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit! God
keeps giving me ideas and helping me make friends,
continually rejuvenating my faith. All things work
together for good for those who love the Lord. When
the enemy tried to steal my joy, thanks to God Almighty the plan was foiled and actually backfired.
God gave me all my joy back and then some. And
then some more. And my faith in God is off the
charts. My faith in humanity sure needs a boost now
and then, but right about the time I feel like giving
up, God sends someone my way!
Hopefully this will give you the gist of why I became a preacher, teacher, and motivational speaker,
as well as a glimpse of my life and plans for the future.
God bless you, your family, friends, and Christian endeavors. Thanks for taking the time to read
this special letter for you.

Three boys were discussing who had the richest
father. The first boy says that his dad is a lawyer.
“He can argue a case for four hours and make
$10,000.” The second boy scoffs, and says that his
dad is a surgeon. “He only has to operate for one
hour and make $20,000.” Not to be outdone, the
third boy smiles and says, “That’s nothing. My dad
is a preacher. He talks for 30 minutes and it takes
four men to carry the money down the aisle.”
I did not become a preacher to be rich. I did not
become a preacher to be famous. So, why does one
decide to become a minister of the gospel?
Now, I can’t remember the name of the preacher
that came and held a meeting at the congregation I
attended. I was in the 5th grade and I was impressed
with his ability to speak and teach. I was also impressed that he was not a large person.
At this time in my life I was the smallest, shortest
in my class. I did not get my current height until the
10th grade when I grew 11.5 inches in 9 months. Until then I knew that I could still be a preacher, even if
I was short or small.

It was in the 5th grade that I told my parents that I
was going to be a preacher. From that point on I got
involved in any opportunity to speak in public. I led
a prayer at both our 6th and 9th grade graduations. I
took two years of speech in high school. I took a
year of debate.
After two years at Freed-Hardeman College
(now University), I started full time preaching. In
June of 2016 I completed 50 years of full-time work
as a minister, preaching in four states and mission
work in Russian and Panama.
I continue to preach and serve as an elder. I can
say with all honesty, there has not been a day when I
regretted my decision. Have there been problems?
Of course. Have there been times when I was treated
less than fair? Yes. But none of these things moved
me.
I started thinking about being a preacher because
I did not have to be tall or big to preach. Then the
desire and passion grew. I have not wavered from
that desire over the past 51 years of work in the
Kingdom of God.

Ásatrúarfélagið
A shrine is being built in Iceland for the worship
of Thor, Odin, and all the other names of Norse paganism. It is under a religious organization called
Ásatrúarfélagið – which is Icelandic for “the community that believes in the gods.” English-speakers
commonly referred to them as the Ásatrú community
(which is much easier to pronounce). A temple to the
Norse gods has been absent in Iceland for centuries.
It even has its own high priest or high chieftain who
is a well-known musician and composer in Iceland.
Long discarded rituals will now be observed once
again in the solaces of a temple.
The Ásatrú temple is still under construction and
is located between Reykjavik University and a cemetery. Currently it is not so easy to find and has no apparent parking lot. The construction site is tucked
away in some woods close to the shoreline and there
are at least two walking/biking trails that pass by it.
At the moment most residents of Reykjavik (called
Reykjavikingur) cannot show you where it is. If you
ask, “Where is the Ásatrúarfélagið temple?” you will
witness the Icelandic pause as they try to grasp the
magnitude of your mispronunciation. The list of possible things you tried to say must be sorted through.
The Icelandic are patient people and want to help the
wayfarer. They will try as best they can, but trust me,
re-mispronouncing it does not help. As far as this
temple is concerned there have been delays in construction, but it is set to be completed this year.
In the past few decades Iceland has seen a rising
trend in paganism. This shrine will be a worthy place
to revive the old ceremonies. It would seem that Viking architecture with all the trimmings of roughhewn lumber and stone is required ambiance for that
appropriate Nordic atmosphere. Let’s face it, worshiping Thor in an Ikea parking lot just breaks the
mood. But there is something quite odd and contradictory about all this. These particular modern-day
worshippers of Odin admit they do not believe in
him, or any other god for that matter. In fact, they are
atheists. Does this render the name of the group ironic, or is it a lie? Perhaps they could choose a name
more accurately: “the-community-that-does-notreally-believe-in-the-gods-but-will-build-a-templefor-them-anyway.” Having no faith in the gods they

will gladly keep the appearance as though they did –
but to certain limits.
The old Norse rituals of the past were called blót,
which is a word that simply means “sacrifice” (blót is
where we get the English word “blood”). Horses and
pigs were slaughtered in worship then blood was
sprinkled on idols and all. This was done across large
gatherings of worshippers. Also included in the blót
were feasting and drinking. It should come as no surprise that modern day pagans gravitate to gorging
and binging but are less than eager to embrace the
messy job of slaughtering animals outright. They reject it altogether. So, let us put some things together:
These people are building a temple to the Norse gods
while neither believing in their existence nor wanting
to serve them as recorded by the genuine worshipers
of the past. That is like building a mosque while rejecting Mohammed and actual Islamic practices.
What is the point? All you have done is build a prop.
That brings us to the question: Why a shrine? Do
you need to set up a religion and build a temple to
rouse up a rip-roaring party? That appears to be the
real objective. If the Ásatrúarfélagið have admitted to
an atheistic stand, then their only conviction in building a temple is based on the prospect of profiting
from it as a party house – a den of iniquity with an
entrance fee. Well, you can certainly bank on iniquity. Anyone entertaining the weakness of others can
make money from it. This temple is a place to invoke
the worst in people and allow the godless to be godless. It is like Pleasure Island in Pinocchio, but with
mutton.
There is always good money to be made in owning venues for carousing. Why not build a typical
bar? It must be easier and cheaper. Well, there is
something to be said about the growth of tourism
based on the assurance of easy immoral amusement.
Let’s face it: a tavern in Reykjavik is not as likely to
become a travel destination for international guests as
would a Norse temple attraction. The lure is already
gaining ground. But there is another reason. Officially recognized religious organizations receive money
from the Icelandic government. How much krona
depends on the number of registered members a religious group has in Iceland. A temple dedicated to
Odin is in reality a Viking themed ploy for easy

money from both neo-pagan drunks and the government. You have to hand it to them: charging all visitors, foreign pilgrims and partiers while subsidies
come from the Icelandic government is a brilliant
business plan. While clever it is not exactly original.
It is astonishing how quickly men will become
opportunists, taking control of a setting involving
religion with the design and intent for money, prestige, and power. Something happened in 1993 at
Golden Gate Park in San Francisco. An ordinary
four-foot-tall concrete traffic barrier in the park suddenly became an idol. Yep, it was recognized as a
standard image corresponding to Shiva, a Hindu god.
The news of a Shiva shrine in the park spread and in
little time worshippers came to the park with offerings for the traffic barrier. These admirers were not
limited to Hindus. It appealed to Buddhists and New
Agers. If these sacrificial gifts were limited to
wreaths of flowers this could have been a manageable situation for park staff and police. But there was
much more. Money, food, and the ritualistic pouring
of milk over the barrier caused various problems.
Soon rats and bugs came for the food and men came
for the money, especially one man who appointed
himself custodian of the shrine and gatherer of all
contributions. He was a homeless man who lived in
the park. He said he knew all along that Shiva lived
in the barrier. This guy who lives in the park just
happens to be a devoted believer, worshipper, and
expert on Shiva? I doubt he could have identified
Shiva in a lineup with Smurfs and Blue Man Group.
But he managed to become the impromptu high
priest. You might imagine the competition for that
top position was steady. He would not be able to
keep it indefinitely. As for the milk, it just smelled
bad.
This newly identified idol attracted increasing
crowds of devotees causing more problems for the
park. When one man was asked why he thought this
bullet-shaped traffic barrier was a god he replied, “If
this is not Shiva then why is it accepting worship?”
That would be a great question except I have a hunch
all traffic barriers sit quietly when worshipped. That
is the awkward thing about traffic barriers. They do
not share their real feelings. It is not as though it
could walk off, drive worshippers away, or hold a
press conference and emphatically deny being Shiva.
An inanimate object is inanimate and is subject to
whatever the animate world inflicts upon it. If we
follow his logic, then anything that accedes to being
worshipped should be worshipped. I know of several

celebrities (and a few dictators) who gladly accept
worship, in fact they crave it. Should they be deified?
Other worshippers of the traffic barrier gave more
deductive observations. They were certain the stone
image had been growing since it was first venerated.
There was a consensus among some that it had become taller. The park gardener, who knew it when,
said it was exactly the same size as it always was.
The city of San Francisco decided the traffic barrier had to go. It was causing too many complications
for the park. The city did not want it. Clashes began
between worshippers, park staff and the increasing
draw on the local ne’er-do-wells. Add to that the
tricky policy of separation of church and state to consider and things get politically prickly. The city gave
the traffic barrier to a local artist who graciously
granted visitation rights to one and all. And, of
course, a cover charge is collected. As for the homeless man, he lost his spot as priest of the deified traffic barrier since he had nowhere to put it.
So, returning back to Iceland, we must ask the
question: Why the attraction to Norse paganism? It
has little to do with anything Nordic and everything
to do with the special lure of paganism to a godless
society looking for life less empty. Perhaps people
want to be anchored to something seemingly greater
than themselves, but which authorizes them to do
what they wanted to do in the first place. It is an ancient pattern woven through the ages. It is known as
idolatry. This is a wicked, slick material with spiritual embroidery glistening with style, controlled by a
set group ready for the take. A devil in pompous
vestments offers something to unabashed decadence
that decadence cannot supply on its own: a seemingly
dirt-free pretext. That devil will get paid for his service. What appears to be shallow wickedness suddenly has a reason backing it. Licentiousness may need
no excuse, but it will certainly accept one. Somehow
the aura of otherworldly powers will convince us this
is not just self-indulgence. A quick religious pretext
supplies permission and purpose to whatever wickedness we wish. It offers a spiritual backdrop to
make depravity look… less depraved. Sure, it’s debauchery, but it is purposeful debauchery. This is hedonism devout and fervent. An element of performed
piety might make it irreproachable. This very thing
can be witnessed in typical renaissance art. An artist
paints unmistakable porn in fresco. What is it? It is
clearly larger-than-life pornography rendered on the
ceiling. You cannot exactly hide that. What now?
The solution is simple. A Biblical name is in order. A

naked woman in the painting suddenly becomes
Mary. A naked man is simply named Abraham or
Adam. E voilà! All is fine. The whole thing is
promptly transformed into Biblical appreciation and
education. The nude theme is now only a trivial consideration to the important bit: the spiritual intent of
the work. It is that easy. Atheism is pathetic in cases
like this. Naming the painting “Australopithecus” or
“Missing Link” or “Darwin” misses the boat.
Atheists of this generation easily shift into neopaganism, just as the ancient atheists drifted into paganism in their day (described well in Romans chapter 1). It is a growing trend. When atheism is prevalent in a large population, it will never lead to the lifting of mankind but to the dark ages of polytheism
and earth religions. The reasons are simple: man cannot live without a god of some sort. We are spiritual
beings. We will worship something. If man desires
unchained degeneracy, it is helpful to have a god
who permits it. Atheism (in its uncompromised form)
does not really offer that. Sure, it permits a life of
godlessness and allows for anything, but it also leads
directly into the dark void of nihilism – life is a dismal, meaningless abyss. There is nothing quite like a
generous helping of personal worthlessness to brighten your day. Believing life is empty and pointless
just drops the wet blanket on everything and dampers
the party vibe. It is here that paganism outperforms
atheism like a NOS-fed superbike let loose on the
Salt Flats.
First, (like atheism) paganism is utterly profane.
That is imperative. A large dose of rebellion demands
an act of brazen, high-handed, fire eating blasphemy.
Second, it is the hot spring for the voluptuary. Sensuality has its expectations and atheism just falls flat
here. Nothing can quite match paganism’s spirited
symposiums around the bonfire. Third, paganism
manages to offer an appealing solution to those pesky
questions from reality in which atheists prefer to forget. In the vacuum of atheism there seems to be one
surefire way to suppress those badgering thoughts –
intoxication. These are the riddles of the enigmatic
nature of being which are unanswerable. Evolution
removed everything beyond the natural and yet, nature is helpless to explain itself by itself. Under atheism this is a self-generated universe where everything
is understood by physical properties only, but those
same physical properties cannot bring nature about.
Things that should not exist somehow exist anyway.
Things that simply should not be, simply are. Eventually the outstanding paradox comes into contact

with the mind and does not let go: the natural world
existing by its own power is unnatural. What can one
do?
Old-time idolatry does the trick every time. It is
the preferred means of justifying the inexcusable
while also explaining the inexplicable. Bad behavior
cannot be so bad since it is done in worship to the
gods who celebrate such conduct anyway. It is expected. With paganism the spiritual side of man has a
better means of being explained, even though it is
wrong. Here is the big distinction: atheism denies the
supernatural, while paganism embraces it. There is a
side of man that is unnerving. That part is mysterious, conflicted, ever present, and still cannot be understood by evolution. There are too many holes in
atheism for it to decipher the perplexities of the human soul. Something as simple as the feeling of guilt
aggravated Nietzsche to no end – guilt should not
exist and yet it persists. He too relied on the bottle for
a temporary cure. The dualism of man (body and
spirit) leaves atheism helpless. There are too many
demands left unresolved with the human mind, selfdestructive action and conscience. The atheist is a
human soul flatly denying the existence of the human
soul and finds he is at odds with himself. In this respect atheists are very similar to Christian Science
and Mary Baker Eddie who calls all reality in question. They all vocalize one thing while their actions
reveal the opposite. The atheist argues his point, but
his soul does not follow through. Thus, enters the old
champion: paganism. It denies God while offering a
solution to the vast mysteries of humanity and the
universe. It wins over atheism every time; and man
wanders further into darkness. That makes them easy
pickings for a scoundrel dressed in a robe. He will
gladly lead them to fleece them.
Because, although they knew God, they did not
glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became
futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were
darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools,
and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into
an image made like corruptible man—and birds and
four-footed animals and creeping things (Romans
1:21-23).

Introduction
If you have not read the first three lessons in this
series, you are encouraged to do so. A passage’s
power cannot be fully processed unless you understand the author’s flow of argument. When you do
not understand the argument the author is trying to
make, you allow eisegesis1 to occur—and this kind of
study method will inevitably lead to a dead end. You
will create contradictions with other passages and
confusion among the people. In order for the church
of Christ to grow spiritually, we need not only to
know what the Bible says (by reading), but we need
to know what it means (by studying). Anyone can
read the Bible, but the power of the Word works
when you internalize the meaning (Col. 3:16)—
especially after analyzing the big picture and all the
details in your own study!
This expositional study seeks to go through
Ephesians 4 and understand Paul’s argument. The
very first verse helps us tremendously with the
theme: “Walk in a manner worthy of the calling with
which you have been called.” Paul goes on to de1

Inserting our own ideas into the text instead of trying to draw
out the meaning found already within the text.—editor.

scribe how individual Christians and congregations
can accomplish that noble goal.
Currently, Paul is talking to the congregation as a
whole. We have already discussed the grace that was
given by Christ (vs. 7-10). The victory that gave
Christ the ability to dispense this grace was at the
cross. When we read passages that talk about the
cross, we often consider it from the vantage point of
the sinner; however, let’s reflect upon it from the
perspective of the saint. Paul wrote in Galatians 6:14,
“But may it never be that I would boast, except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” The cross is what
we may praise in, glory in—because it brings what
the world is never able to accomplish: reconciliation
with a holy and just God; and above that, blessings
far beyond description. This is surely alluded to when
Paul declared, “The word of the cross is foolish to
those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18). It
is awe-inducing to comprehend God sending His only Son to die a devastating death to save us—who
killed Him—and on top of that, equip us to serve
Him and declare His mercy (2 Corinthians 4:1).
I do not know how God’s foolishness comes
about (that’s why it’s foolish to man) or why He does

it, but I can accept the reality and praise Him for His
marvelous grace. Paul described the very same sentiment in 1 Corinthians 4:1 when he wrote, “Let a
man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ
and stewards of the mysteries of God.” We are
warned earlier, in the previous chapter, “…let no one
boast in men” (1 Corinthians 3:21a). In his second
letter to the Corinthians, Paul described in plain
words who we are: “We have this treasure in earthen
vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power
will be of God and not from ourselves” (2 Corinthians 4:7). We are common, cheap, breakable, and replaceable clay pots who have been entrusted with
carrying the glorious gospel of God. There is nothing
special or important about us—we’re dispensable. As
common and lowly as we are, though, we still have a
duty to do our jobs by making known the gospel. In
other words, it’s not really about the container God
uses, it’s the content He puts in us that’s important!
I remember a preacher giving an illustration not
too long ago that beautifully accentuates this point.
This certain minister was asked to attend a conference with other men, and during one of the sessions,
they gathered in a circle and were given one small
paper cup. The session leader wanted everyone in the
circle to manipulate the cup in such a way that it reflected how they viewed themselves. After the 45
minutes of brainstorming and breaking the cups, they
were to share. The preacher that was sharing this story said he sat there for a while and ultimately just
punched the bottom of the cup out, and then waited
for others to finish. When it came time for this man
to share his personal feelings, he said, “I simply see
myself as a channel through which the truth of God
can flow.” Truly, that is all we are to be.
Going back to our text in Ephesians 4:7-16, we
want to continue looking at the gifts that have been
given to the church, that are listed in verse 11.

The Gifts that have been Given to the Church
(4:11)

First, the meaning. “Evangelist” is a transliteration of the Greek word euangelistes, which is found
in only three places in the New Testament (Ephesians
4:11; Acts 21:8; 2 Timothy 4:5). Vine defines it as “a
messenger of good.”2 It is closely related to the verb
translated, “to preach the gospel.”
In Acts 8, we have an abundance of synonyms for
the work of an evangelist. We have: “preaching the
word” (8:4), “proclaiming Christ” (8:5), “what was
said” (8:6), “preaching the good news” (8:12), “testified” (8:25), “spoken the word of the Lord” (8:25),
“preaching the gospel” (8:25), “preached Jesus”
(8:35), and “preaching the gospel” (8:40).
If we expand our search outside of chapter 8 and
look at the book of Acts in general, we are exposed
to several more: “testify” (2:40), “exhort” (2:40),
“teaching” (4:2), “proclaiming” (4:2), “spoken out
boldly” (9:27), “speaking out boldly” (9:28), “encourage” (11:23), “proclaim” (13:5), “proclaimed”
(13:38), “speaking boldly” (14:3), “encouraging”
(14:22), “encouraged” (15:32), “proclaimed”
(15:36), “encouraged” (16:40), “reasoned” (17:2),
“reasoning” (17:17), “reasoning” (18:4), “reasoned” (18:19), “speaking out boldly” (19:8), “reasoning” (19:8), “persuading” (19:8), “persuaded”
(19:26), “talking” (20:7), “talking” (20:9), “declaring” (20:20), “teaching” (20:20), “testify” (20:24),
“preaching” (20:25), “declaring” (20:27), “admonish” (20:31), “explaining” (28:23), “testifying”
(28:23), and “persuade” (28:23).
Have you gotten the point yet? I pray you have.
The evangelist is a speaker regarding the things of
God, primarily to the lost, but also to those who are
in the family of God.
Focusing on the three passages that actually use
the word “evangelist,” we must conclude that the
word always refers to a specific ministry: preaching
the gospel to those who are outside of Christ, the unsaved, the perishing, the non-Christians.
So, who exactly is an evangelist and what does he
do? Evangelists in New Testament times

“And He gave some as apostles, and some as
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some
as pastors and teachers”
Having covered the functions that have ceased in
the previous article, we move on to the next set: those
that continue to this very day. The first on-going
function Paul mentions is that of an evangelist. We
will examine the meaning, the mandate, the ministry,
the motivation, and a mentor for evangelism.

“were the rank and file missionaries of the
Church who took the story of the good news to
a world which had never heard it. These anonymous evangelists are dismissed in the New
Testament story with little more than a mention; but they must have been the nameless
2
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servants who took the name of Christ to all the
world.”3
Today, an evangelist is one who “possesses a
special ability to communicate the gospel, to make it
particularly plain and relevant to unbelievers, and to
help hesitant people take the step of faith.”4
In each of the four gospels, there is some form of
the Great Commission. This is the evangelist’s mandate to go to the world and bring awareness of God,
sin, and salvation.
“And Jesus came up and spoke to them [the
disciples], saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.’”
(Matthew 28:18-20)
“And He [Jesus] said to them [the disciples], ‘Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to all creation. He who has believed
and has been baptized shall be saved; but he
who has disbelieved shall be condemned.’”
(Mark 16:15-16)
“Now He [Jesus] said to them [the disciples], ‘These are My words which I spoke to
you while I was still with you, that all things
which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be
fulfilled.’ Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to them,
‘Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer
and rise again from the dead the third day, and
3
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that repentance for forgiveness of sins would
be proclaimed in His name to all the nations,
beginning from Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:44-47)
“‘As You [God] sent Me [Jesus] into the
world, I have also sent them [the disciples] into
the world.’” (John 17:18)
The Calvinists claim that God chooses random
individuals to be His own, and through the process
referred to in the acronym TULIP, are saved by God.
That is a very simplified statement and scores of
books and sermons have dealt with and expounded
upon this concept in much greater detail. However,
the natural deduction is this: if the Reformed position
is correct (that God elects those who are going to be
saved before the foundation of the world and will
“infallibly accomplish its purpose of leading the sinner to the acceptance of salvation”5), then where is
the need for evangelism? If it is our place to awaken
those who are chosen, then the Holy Spirit has failed
to do His job because that’s what His role is (to bring
them to faith), according to the Calvinists! We must
reject such because “[t]he church is central in God’s
saving history. As an extension of Christ’s saving
mission, the church engages in evangelistic and missionary activity. By its nature it reaches out to embrace all whom God calls [those who believe and
have been baptized - JPS]. Evangelism is the very
lifeblood of the church. Where the church is not
evangelistic, it dies. The true church must be a
preaching church.”6
Thirdly, let us consider the ministry of an evangelist. Evangelism inevitably includes reaching out to
people—inside and outside of a church’s walls. An
evangelist must reach out to the unskilled in the congregation. What is meant by this? I do not mean that
we have folk who are unable to do anything - but
those who are simply lacking the gift that others have
in talking to people about the gospel. Those who
have the gift of being able to evangelize rather naturally are called to equip the saints and build up the
body of Christ (Ephesians 4:12). Even though some
Christians may not have the gift to evangelize as others do, it “does not excuse him from being burdened
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for lost souls or witnessing to them.”7 “Each of us,
whether we have this specific gift or not, have the
privilege of sharing Christ’s gospel with others.
While those gifted in evangelism are to lead the way
in proclaiming the gospel, we must all share in carrying out the great commission (Matt. 28:18-20). We
should never be tempted to ‘leave evangelism to the
experts.’ Christ wants to use each of us to spread His
message in our own unique networks or circles of
influence (2 Tim. 4:5).”8
Now—if the evangelists within a congregation
need to equip and build the Body of Christ for evangelism, we must logically conclude there must be another group to reach out and minister to: the unsaved.
This doesn’t really need to be explained, as we are all
sinners in need of salvation. We, who are already believers, have gone through this process before.
How does evangelism take place? Let’s consider
for a moment the methodology. Our ministry is not
only spread through our lips verbally, but also our
lifestyles visibly (Matthew 5:16; Philippians 2:15; 1
Peter 2:12; Ephesians 4:29; Colossians 4:6; 1 Thessalonians 1:7; 1 Peter 3:15). Remember the adage, “I
don’t care how much you know until I know how
much you care.” People want those spreading a message to not only believe what they talk about, but to
behave in such a way that makes proves it, and
makes it worth their time to consider. Do they see a
hypocrite in you, or someone worth imitating (1 Corinthians 11:1)?
Next, the movement of an evangelist. Does an
evangelist have to stay in a local work or does he
have to go elsewhere and resettle? Shockingly, there
is a little debate on it. However, once you get to the
bottom of it, it will refine your thinking about who is
an evangelist. Klyne Snodgrass, in the NIV Application Commentary commented, “[the idea of] evangelists [who] were itinerants proclaiming the gospel is
probably not correct. Paul urged evangelist Timothy
to stay in Ephesus to build up the church there (1
Tim. 1:3), and the evangelist Philip had a house in
Caesarea.”9 His arguments are weak for two reasons.
The first reason is that Timothy was never called an

evangelist even though he was told to do the work of
one (2 Timothy 4:5). The only person who was actually called an evangelist was Philip (Acts 21:8). In
regards to the second reason why his arguments
should be rejected is because someone has a house
somewhere does not mean they do not go around the
world and evangelize. I know plenty of missionaries
who have a house in the United States and go back
and forth from where they are missionaries. Dare I
say, this is why we call them “missionary trips?”
This is a very minute matter. There is strong evidence to show that evangelists worked with the local
congregation wherever they were located.
“Evangelists worked with local churches,
as is seen in Paul’s instruction to Timothy to
help the church at Ephesus (1 Tim. 1:3-4).
Their work seems to have been largely the
proclamation of the gospel and the planting of
churches (see Acts 8:5-12). It might be concluded that the apostles worked with all the
churches (2 Cor. 11:28), the prophets worked
within the churches (1 Cor. 12;14), and the
evangelists worked to plant and nurture new
congregations (Tit. 1:5).”10
No matter where an evangelist is, he needs to be
equipping the saints and building the body spiritually--thatcwould cause it to grow numerically. John
MacArthur commented,
“These gifted men are uniquely designed
and given to the church to reach the lost with
the saving gospel, and every church should
consider this ministry as high priority. It is my
conviction that each local assembly should
raise up evangelists, to send some out in mission enterprises and to have others remain
permanently in the church fellowship—to
teach, mobilize, and lead others out to fulfill
the commission of winning the lost to Christ.
Every church should be led by a combination
of evangelists and teaching shepherds—men
gifted to bring the lost in and men gifted for
feeding believers and leading them in the
Word to build them up.”11
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Wayne Coats, commenting on the life of Philip,
wrote, “A man was an evangelist because of what he
preached, and never because he was going somewhere. Going is not evangelizing. Paul was evangelizing while he was staying in the same locality for
an extended time.”12
Sixth, what is the motivating factor for evangelism? The motivation is a simple yet profoundly
powerful four letter word: when a person evangelizes, they do it out of love. Paul said it was the love of
Christ that controlled him to serve Christ (2 Corinthians 5:14). The purpose of Christ’s death was to prevent men from facing the justly deserved wrath of
God; that allowed Paul to say, “[t]herefore knowing
the fear of the Lord, we persuade men” (2 Corinthians 5:11). When we evangelize, we display our love
because it is inseparable from obedience (John 14:15;
Luke 6:46). The apostle John wrote, “By this we
know that we love the children of God, when we love
God and observe His commandments. For this is the
love of God, that we keep His commandments; and
His commandments are not burdensome” (1 John
5:2-3). I am reminded of the time when I attended
Camp Blue Haven several years ago in the mountains
outside of Las Vegas, New Mexico. Whenever we
were in the cafeteria, I saw the sign in front of the
dishwashing room (everyday a different cabin had to
do the meal clean-up) that read, “You don’t have to
clean, you get to clean!” Truly, God has blessed us
too much to delegate the duties of evangelism to only
a few people! We ought to consider it a grave responsibility but also a great opportunity; we don’t
have to evangelize, we get to!
Finally, let’s look at our mentor for evangelism:
Philip. As was mentioned earlier, the word “evangelist” only occurs three times and only one person is
identified as one. Philip was called an evangelist in
Acts 21:8. Acts 8 records the most information regarding his evangelistic ministry and gives us four
brief principles we can remember when we evangelize.
First, Philip was submissive to the will of God
(8:27a). Although the command would seem odd to
an ordinary person, Philip was convinced that He
needed to go to the eunuch. “Philip was such an instrument. When ordered to go on what must have
seemed an illogical journey, he arose and went. He

did not struggle with the irrationality of the command
before obeying, nor did he question God. To leave
the thriving work in Samaria for a deserted road
might seem absurd to many but not to the man of
God who has just been visited by an angel of the
Lord. By willing obedience he became the means by
which God saved the eunuch.”13
Second, an evangelist needs to be aware of opportunities. “Philip listens obediently to the instructions he receives, gets ready for an extended journey,
and travels along the desert road toward Gaza. Because of the unusual direction, Philip realizes that
something extraordinary is about to happen.”14
Third, an evangelist needs to know the word of
God. Nine times in the eighth chapter of Acts we
read of synonyms for evangelizing, and the messages
surround the topics of Christ and God’s word. When
the eunuch asked Philip the question, “[p]lease tell
me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of himself or
of someone else?” (Acts 8:34), he went through the
word:
“Philip opened his mouth, and beginning
from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him”
(Acts 8:35).
Finally, an evangelist needs to know the fundamentals of the faith. We need to listen well to the
word of the Lord. Philip responded, without any
complaints, to the angel. Do we listen to God today?
Before you answer too quickly, why is Biblical illiteracy so high, even among our own brethren? The
amount of accommodation for unscriptural activity
astounds me! The reason is simple and it is sadly because very few listen to the Lord, and the consequences thereof is lack of conviction.
We need evangelists that imitate Philip—today!
Since you’re called to evangelize, how can you become more like Philip? How can you become a better
evangelist?

Conclusion
Thank God for the marvelous mercy He has
shown us to be His workers! We need to be working
hard for the Lord—and daily! The Lord does not expect us to meet quotas, but we need to be planting the
seed as much as we can (Luke 8:11; 1 Corinthians
3:6).
13
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The next article will examine the rest of verse 11:

“And He gave ... some as pastors and teachers”

A SPECIAL REQUEST
Since I was eight years old, I have pursued becoming a minister of God’s
Word. I am driven to “preach the word” (2 Timothy 4:2), spending time in rigorous Bible study, attending Bear Valley’s Future Preachers Training Camp
each summer, writing articles for different publications, and mentoring with
Godly and experienced men.
This May, I will be graduating with honors from Desert Edge High School,
in Goodyear, AZ. I have been accepted to attend Freed-Hardeman University,
where I will be starting in August of this year. I whole-heartedly believe this is
the plan God is leading me to make. I am excited for all that I will learn at
FHU, and how to apply it in a fruitful ministry that helps others become aware
of what the Bible teaches about the salvation found only in Christ. I am convinced that God is going to use me
as a vessel (2 Corinthians 4:7) as I pursue a Bachelor’s degree in Biblical Studies.
I am seeking support as I study to refine my skills and gain wisdom to glorify our Lord Jesus Christ
through the ministry of preaching. I humbly ask you to consider being my partner and supporting me financially on this journey. I am seeking $20,000 of support for each of the 4 years that I will be attending FHU.
This is in addition to the scholarships and grants that I am already receiving. Any amount of support is appreciated and I will be providing a full report of the funds I receive, how they are being used, and quarterly updates on my academic and spiritual progress during my schooling. References are available upon request.
Please prayerfully consider supporting me. I am eternally grateful and committed to His work. For more
information or to pledge your support, I can be reached at:
Jakeschotter@gmail.com
602-316-7800
2744 N. 142nd Lane
Goodyear, AZ 85395
God bless,

Jake Schotter

The Giant Will Fall
As my brother Jack and I looked through boxes of memorabilia which our mother (who passed away earlier
this year) had saved over the years, I ran across a poem I wrote over thirty years ago. I hope it is beneficial and
encouraging to you.
Two armies stand upon the field
And the battle line is drawn,
One army should believe in Jehovah’s might
But they see only darkness, not dawn.
“What man of us can stand against
A warrior ten feet tall?”
And the small voice of a shepherd boy said...
“THE GIANT WILL FALL!”
He’d had victories in the wilderness
Over beasts that threatened his sheep,
And now he hears the soldiers talk
Of the treasure that the victor will keep.
“Great wealth and honor then the princess’ hand,
And you’ll be loved by all.”
With growing confidence the young lad said ...
“THE GIANT WILL FALL!”
The cry of courage echoed loud and long
Through Israel’s camp that day.
Is it just the sound of innocent youth
Who talks when he needs to play?
We tell the youth he doesn’t have the strength,
For there are weaknesses in us all,
But he smiles at us and says again,
“THE GIANT WILL FALL!”
King Saul delights to hear the news
That a champion was found that day.
The lad was given heavy armor to wear,
But he said “That’s not my way.”
He chose five stones from a brook nearby
And walked out before them all,
And with faith and trust in God he whispered
“THE GIANT WILL FALL!”
Young David faced a warrior
Who was skillful in his trade.
Goliath saw only insult
In this joke he thought they made.

Goliath shouted, “I’m a champion!”
“I should fight one like King Saul!”
David shouted back in a loud clear voice
“You, giant, WILL FALL!”
One stone was hurled from that shepherd’s sling
With a tremendous amount of power.
Goliath fell dead, the Philistines fled,
Israel was victorious that hour!
How could something no soldier dare try
Be accomplished by one so small?
He didn’t think of self, but of God’s mighty power
And knew ... THE GIANT WILL FALL!
It’s easy to become discouraged
In this old world of sin.
When challenges come and the battle begins,
You often think you can’t win.
At that moment hear the soldiers say
“Son, you look too small.”
Then hear the shepherd boy answer back,
“THE GIANT WILL FALL!”
We all know the story,
But the lesson must be learned again.
When we fight against the Goliaths of life,
With God’s help we can win!
No matter how dark the day may seem,
Stand straight and true and tall,
For if we obey the word of God...
“THE GIANT WILL FALL!
What kind of faith do you possess
In the life you live today?
Do you wander around on the battlefield,
Unable to find your way?
When wickedness rears its ugly head,
And looks so mighty and tall
Remember God’s power and the faith of the lad,
And say, “THE GIANT WILL FALL!”

Skeptics
and the

Resurrection of Jesus

Within the writings of Justin Martyr, there is a
written account of a discussion which took place during the first half of the second century (ca. AD 150165). Eusebius maintained that it was the record of a
discussion between Justin Martyr and a Rabbi
(named Trypho in the document) which took place in
Ephesus.1 In chapter 108 of that document, Justin
tells Trypho –
“though all the men of your nation knew
the incidents in the life of Jonah, and though
Christ said amongst you that He would give
the sign of Jonah, exhorting you to repent of
your wicked deeds at least after He rose again
from the dead, and to mourn before God as did
the Ninevites, in order that your nation and city
might not be taken and destroyed, as they have
been destroyed; yet you not only have not repented, after you learned that He rose from the
dead, but, as I said before you have sent chosen and ordained men throughout all the
world to proclaim that a godless and lawless
heresy had sprung from one Jesus, a Galilean
1
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deceiver, whom we crucified, but his disciples
stole him by night from the tomb, where he
was laid when unfastened from the cross, and
now deceive men by asserting that he has risen from the dead and ascended to heaven.”
(emphasis mine, JPM) “Moreover, you accuse
Him of having taught those godless, lawless,
and unholy doctrines which you mention to the
condemnation of those who confess Him to be
Christ, and a Teacher from and Son of God.
Besides this, even when your city is captured,
and your land ravaged, you do not repent, but
dare to utter imprecations on Him and all who
believe in Him. Yet we do not hate you or
those who, by your means, have conceived
such prejudices against us; but we pray that
even now all of you may repent and obtain
mercy from God, the compassionate and longsuffering Father of all.”
This 2nd century document evidences that an orchestrated and concerted effort among Jewish leadership to try and explain away the empty tomb of Jesus
was ongoing a century after His death and resurrection. From the first century to the present, those who
quietly or verbally disbelieve in the Lord’s resurrec-

tion from the dead have been trying to argue against
what is written in Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24;
and John 20. Indeed, Judaic leadership began efforts
to stop the message of the resurrection of Jesus as
early as Acts 4. The flaw in the argument that disciples “stole” the body of Jesus so they could afterward
proclaim “he has risen from the dead” is obvious
when many of those early disciples were persecuted
and killed. The question oft dismissed by skeptics
and unbelievers is still worth asking—Why would
those first century Christians be willing to die for
their faith if indeed they knew Jesus did not rise from
the dead?
Skeptic Joseph McCabe (1867-1955) wrote —
“unless we deny the genuineness of the whole of the
Epistles, which is a desperate venture, Paul was obviously convinced of the resurrection; and this proves
that it was widely believed not many years after the
death of Jesus.”2 McCabe acknowledges that which
continues to make atheists and agnostics cringe —
the resurrection of Jesus was not only the basis for
much animosity toward Christianity among Jewish
leadership and Greek philosophers, but it was widely
believed by the early disciples.
Concerning this animosity toward the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus, Paul wrote:
“For since in the wisdom of God, the world
through wisdom did not know God, it pleased
God through the foolishness of the message
preached to save those who believe. For Jews
request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom:
but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a
stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness,
but to those who are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and wisdom
of God” (1 Cor. 1:21-24). “Moreover, brethren,
I declare to you the gospel which I preached to
you, which also you received and in which you
stand,… For I delivered to you first of all that
which I also received: that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, and that He
was buried, and that He rose again the third
day according to the Scriptures, and that He
was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve” (1
Cor. 15:1, 3-4).
Each year, the weeks before and after the Passover (and the celebration the world makes of Easter)
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will always be an opportune time to share the message of the Gospel with others – not just with those
who don’t know the story of Jesus, but also with others who give one day a year to focus on the death and
resurrection of Christ instead of remembering His
death and resurrection each first day of the week.
May the Lord grant us daily opportunities to share
His Word.

“Rightly Dividing”
or
“Cutting Straight”
The only place the term “rightly dividing” is
found in the New Testament is in Paul's second letter
to Timothy. In the NKJV, it is translated: “Be diligent
to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). A compound word
(which is also found in Proverbs 3:6 and 11:5 in the
Septuagint), it literally means to cut straight. Often,
illustrations in lexicons or commentaries will refer to
something like “cutting a straight road” or “drawing
a straight line” and overlook the obvious connection
to Paul's trade as a tentmaker. Cutting inside the line
designated by a specific tent pattern ruins the final
product. Cutting outside the line wastes valuable fabric. Without an awareness of the “lines” that need to
be followed, one can cut inside the lines marked by
God's word and the tent, as God designed it, is
marred and irregular. Cutting outside the lines of
God's word wastes the fabric of the Gospel, tying up
valuable time, energy, and opportunity. May you
have a blessed quarter of sharing the Gospel with a
lost world as spiritual “tents” are constructed by
“rightly dividing the word of truth.”
Jim Mitchell

Abraham and Lot’s herds had grown to enormous proportions. It was so much so that the ground
couldn’t handle both herds in the same area. So,
Abraham and Lot agreed to separate.
Abraham gave Lot his choice of location. Lot
chose the “better” land near Sodom.
Lot’s choice would prove to be a poor one, because Sodom was a city of wickedness. So much so
that God was ready to destroy Sodom and the cities
of the plain for it.
How pervasive was their wickedness? In a city
with an estimated size of 15,000-30,000 or more
(depending on whom you ask), there was not even
10 righteous people to be found (Genesis 18:32).
Their primary sin was that of homosexuality
(Genesis 19:5, Jude 7). It was tolerated. It was practiced. It was encouraged. Those who spoke against it
were mocked. Sounds like America today, doesn’t
it?
Sodom influenced the people which lived there.
Lot’s family may have lived in Sodom, but the problem came when they let Sodom live in them! When
Sodom lived in Lot’s family…

…respect for parents declined
(Genesis 19:14)
Lot apparently had sons who lived in the city,
and they did not see fit to obey their father (Genesis
19:12). His sons-in-law did not take him seriously
when he begged them to leave the city (Genesis
19:14). His married daughters didn’t listen either.
His children had been influenced by the wicked culture that they lived in and no longer respected their
father who was trying to save them.
We live in a culture today that acts as if the older
generations know nothing. How many children
(teens especially) have you heard say, “my parents
don’t understand me, they don’t know what I’m going through”? There was a catchphrase some years
back which said, “don’t trust anyone over 50,” and it
seems that has even been lowered to “don’t trust anyone over 30 or 40.” Many people view the older
generations as being “out of touch” with today’s
world.
Much has changed from the time of the Bible
where being older meant more respect. We live in a

culture today that portrays parents as ignorant. How
many times have you seen a TV show or movie lately where the father was portrayed as a caring, intelligent man? Usually, the father is portrayed as a bumbling goof.
Many parents aren’t helping matters either. Fathers and mothers have decided that it is more important to be their kids’ friend instead of being their
parent. One woman we know took that approach to
her two daughters, both of which are under 17 and
have babies (one of them is with child a second
time). She let them do whatever they wanted to do,
set no rules or boundaries, and both of them are
guilty of sex outside of marriage as a direct result of
her desire to be a friend and not a parent.
The best gift you can give to your child growing
up is to be their parent. Set boundaries. Discipline
them. Determine who they spend time with. Focus
them in the right direction. The loss of respect for
parents is partially the parent’s fault.

…they were reluctant to flee from evil (Genesis 19:15-16)
The angels had to hurry Lot along to get him to
leave. And even after their hurrying him along, he
STILL LINGERED (19:16)! It took the angels forcibly grabbing Lot, his wife, and their two unmarried
daughters, and dragging them out of the city for
them to leave.
Lot and his family were comfortable with the environment in which they were living.
How many people are truly ready for a great
change that comes with uprooting your family and
moving? My wife and I have done it a few times,
and it doesn’t really get any easier. You are leaving
what you know, what is comfortable, and you are
going into unknown territory. People do not want to
get out of their comfort zone. Spiritually speaking,
though, it is only when you get out of your comfort
zone that you grow.
People are just as reluctant to leave their environment of sin today. People live their lives comfortable in their pride, their lust, their greed, their envy,
their laziness, their anger. They don’t want to turn to
Christ and uproot what they are comfortable with,
even though it is wrong!
Many Christians have gotten lazy and complacent in their lives as well. A lot of people only come
to church because it is a habit that they have gotten
in, and that is what is comfortable to them. Those
same people, though, are comfortable with not read-

ing their Bible outside of worship. Those same people are comfortable with not inviting ANYONE to
church. Those same people are comfortable being
worldly and materialistic, putting other things ahead
of worshipping God. Demas was this way (2 Timothy 4).
But friends, the all-powerful God of heaven who
will ask you about your refusal to do His will at the
judgment has also said: Flee fornication (1 Corinthians 6:18). Flee idolatry – covetousness, putting anything ahead of God (1 Corinthians 10:14). Flee
youthful lusts (2 Timothy 2:22). Flee desire for riches (1 Timothy 6:10-11).
Lot and his family were told to flee destruction
and flee towards safety! We, too, are fleeing destruction. We flee condemnation (Romans 8:2). We flee
that path that leads to eternal damnation (Matthew
25:46). We flee the misery and consequences of sin
(Galatians 6:6-7). We are delivered from the fire of
vengeance (II Thessalonians 1:8-9). We flee to the
safety of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! We are
translated out of the power of darkness and into the
kingdom of Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:13).
Just like God sent messengers to Lot to lead him
out of Sodom, He has sent a messenger to you—
Jesus Christ—to lead you out of today’s Sodom (the
world). Those who remained in Sodom would be destroyed by fire. Those who remain in today’s Sodom
(the world outside of Christ) will be destroyed by
eternal fire.
The difference is that Jesus won’t forcefully take
you to safety. You can refuse to go with Him, and
He will let you. You can decide to go back into Sodom after being rescued, and He won’t stop you.

…fear reigned in place of faith
(Genesis 19:17-22)
The angels told Lot to flee to the mountain and
he would be safe there (19:17). This was a promise
from God through His messengers. Yet Lot had acquired a spirit of fear. His response was, “not so my
Lord…I cannot escape to the mountain lest some
evil take me and I die” (19:18-19). What a lack of
faith!
He had been conditioned by an evil society to be
afraid. Threats were made against Lot and his family
for harboring the two messengers (Genesis 19:9). He
was ready to fear, but not ready to take a leap of
faith.
Today people fear instead of having faith. Quite
often, someone will hurt another. That person may

completely repent, but the other one fears getting
hurt again and is never again willing to put faith in
him. People today fear changing, even if it is for the
better, leaving sin behind. They fear what their
friends might say. They fear having to actually do
what is right. They fear the effort that is necessary in
living a life for God.
Christians are not supposed to be afraid. We are
not given a spirit of fear, but of power and love (2
Timothy 1:7). Perfect love casts out fear (1 John
4:18). We are supposed to have faith in God and
faith in each other.

…desire for the here and now was
stronger than the desire to obey God
(Genesis 19:26).
The messengers told them to run, and don’t look
back. Of course, we all know that Lot’s wife looked
back, directly disobeying what she had been told.
She was turned into a pillar of salt. And Jesus Christ
used her as an example: “Remember Lot’s wife”
(Luke 17:32).
The moral of the story is “don’t look back.”
Lot’s wife looked back at what she was leaving behind, unwilling to let it go and look towards the future and safety which was right in front of her.
Satan’s greatest tool comes from making people
focus on the here and now instead of focusing on
eternity. If we could truly convince people of the reality of eternity, do you think they’d change? People

take high-interest loans because it gives them what
they want now, and they don’t have to pay for 12
months. How many things do you own that you just
“had to have” that you don’t ever really use? How
many things do you have that you have later asked
yourself, “why did I buy that?” People live their
lives for today, not worrying about the consequences, because they won’t have to pay for their sins until
after this life is over.
The thing is, you WILL have to pay someday.
There is a great day coming for those who love the
Lord and do His will. There is a sad day coming for
those who do not do what God has commanded.

Final Thoughts
It was not a sin for Lot and his family to live in
Sodom; the sin came when they let Sodom live in
them! We are to be in the world, but not OF the
world (John 17:11-14). We must live in the world,
but the world does NOT have to live in us (John
17:15)! You can be part of this world and be destroyed by eternal fire, or you can become a child of
God and be saved. God has given you plenty of
warning. You have no excuse.
You can’t feed on the garbage of this world and
not be affected. You cannot invite Satan’s devices
into your life and expect to escape their influence.
As the saying goes, if you sleep with the dogs, expect to wake up with fleas.
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A Pathway
for Millennial Leadership

Every generation struggles with creating the
leaders of the next generation. The strategies of the
previous generation used to develop leaders rarely
translate over to the preferences of the next generation. The command and control methods of the
WWII generation communicated poorly to the baby
boomer generation. The baby boomer hierarchical
systems struggle to connect with the empowerment
mindset of the current millennials. The solution is
refusing to talk over one another, but listening to the
heart of each particular style. So for this article, here
is a pathway that both current leaders and emerging
millennial leaders can follow to be successful in developing the next generation of leaders in the church.

Follow First
A quick survey of Amazon for leadership books
will compile thousands of suggested titles, but search
follower and the search algorithm struggles to compile a list of relevant titles. The world is always harping on leadership, while Christ emphasized following. People always strive to be the leader, never the
follower. In the book of Matthew, there are nine referencing to following Jesus. In contrast, in the gospel
of Matthew, the term “lead” is found eight times, and
five of those references are dealing with false prophets, blind leaders, and false teachers (Matt. 15:14;
24:4,5,11,24). Jesus invites others to follow him,
while false leaders are always seeking to lead the innocent to destruction. Within the gospel of Matthew,
those who seek leaders usually have nefarious purposes at heart, while those who seek to follow Christ
are willing to submit to the wisdom of the Christ.
Both current leaders and emerging leaders need
to approach relationships with the mindset of following instead of leading. A baby boomer would be wise
to listen to the insights of the millennial, while the
millennial would be well served to heed the wisdom
of the more experienced individual. All generations
are smart when there is reflective listening happen-

ing, instead of close-minded instruction. A millennial
demanding his fresh perspective to rule the day is
overly inserting himself into the situation, while the
older individual refusing the listen to someone else's
thoughts is closing himself off to needed perspective.
Be a follower first.

Believability
The idea of believability is that not all perspectives are equally valuable. Having an opinion on a
topic does not force everyone to submit to your
thinking. Sometimes millennials will assume that
people should listen to them because “they are entitled to their opinion.” Of course, someone can have
an opinion but does not make the idea right or actionable. In times of leadership, the leader has to
weight the evidence for a decision and go with what
he or she believes to be best. When there is a diversity of opinions on the best direction forward, the leader is going to go with those who are most believable.
Someone that is believable has experience, wisdom,
training, and education to make a rational thought on
the particular topic. A strong leader always thinks
about who is most credible in the situation. Sometimes the old men that are quiet in the corner might
have the best thinking on a congregational problem,
while other times, a millennial that is experienced
with media and the current direction of culture would
be the wisest one. Being a millennial does not make
one entitled to lead while being old does not always
lead to wisdom.
Paul in defending his apostleship, he notes that
the Corinthians have numerous teachers, but only one
spiritual father—Paul himself. “For though you have
countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus
through the gospel (1 Cor. 4:15). He is highlighting
his believability. Paul was the one most invested in
the spiritual development of the Corinthians, and he
was the one that wanted the best for the Christians

that he pours himself into already. Paul was establishing his worthiness to be believed. Too often in
congregations, the younger generation is silenced by,
the older generation, and the young generation rebels
against the wisdom of the previous generation. Instead of warring over which generation will control
the church, the congregation should be seeking a
meritocracy where the most believable people are
making the best decisions possible.

Small Time Service
The Final pathway for leadership is to start small.
There is typically a propensity to desire grandiose
opportunities in leadership. Millennial demand a high
trust environment to serve or lead-in, but the problem
is that existing leadership has little evidence to warrant trusting the emerging leader with strategic initiatives. On the other hands, established leaders can refuse to trust any young leader with anything of significance, which causes a complete drawdown of
leadership quality in the congregation.
The solution to this lack of trust is to start small.
Christ highlights this principle in Matthew 25:14-30.
This is the famous parable of the talents, in which the
master provides capital to his servants to reinvest

while he is traveling. Each servant attempts to manage the master's wealth. Two of the servants compound the money, while the last servant only preserves the capital. At the end of the parable, the two
servants that compounded the wealth were entrusted
with more to reinvest, while the unfaithful hoarder
was punished. The principle is clear—be faithful in
the small amounts to be assigned with more substantial amounts.
Millennials that whine that leadership refuses to
trust them need to look for opportunities to prove
themselves successful and faithful in whatever projects or opportunities that are given. Show yourself
valuable to the leadership, and quickly this added
value creation will be rewarded with increased trust.
On the other hand, the senior leadership needs to be
looking for opportunities that emerging leaders can
safely excel. Current leadership that hoards all the
service opportunities are like the stingy unfaithful
servant from the parable. You never compounded the
leadership capacity in the congregation.
To create robust millennial leaders, all age brackets must partner together to serve the Lord effectively. Playing the blame game against each generation
rarely produces a leader. Instead, it generates victims.
The church is stronger when leaders of all ages join
with one another to accomplish the work of the Lord.
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Biblical Directives For World Evangelism

“WORLD EVANGELISM” is not just a concept
held by a few individuals who have a desire to work
in a cross-cultural setting, with a mission to present
the gospel to a spiritually lost world. Is the concept
limited to a group of men that the Lord gave a charge
to evangelize the world? In our age, is the church responsible for the evangelism of the world? It is the
purpose of this article to look at the God’s directives
throughout the Bible concerning the evangelization
of the world.
Another term used being related to the evangelism of the world is missions. The word came into
use around the 17th century, formed from the Latin
word “misio.” It was used in promoting the idea of
the sending nature of the church and had to do with
sending someone with a mission. Thus the word Missionary was brought into use to describe those who
would be involved in cross-cultural evangelism
throughout the world. The missionary would reach
the unreached and evangelize those who were not
evangelized. Consider this: is it just the responsibility
of a special group of people called missionaries to
proclaim the saving message of our God in heaven to
a lost world? What are the directives from God’s
Word concerning the lost throughout all generations?
The Biblical basis for the universal spread of the
gospel begins in the first book of the Bible. In the
book of Genesis, a statement was made by God to
Satan which reads: “And I will put enmity between

you and the woman, and between your seed and her
Seed; He shall bruise your head and you shall bruise
his heel” (Genesis3:15). Obviously, this is a reference to the coming Savior of the world, Jesus Christ.
Soon after, God called Abraham to serve Him by becoming the father of a spiritual nation that would encompass the world. God said that in him “all nations
of the earth would be blessed” (Genesis 12:3c). This
was in direct reference to the coming Savior. Gentiles
were not excluded from being a part of the Jewish
faith. Solomon did not exclude the prayers of the foreigner (I Kings 8:41-43). Isaiah stated that the foreigner could be joined to the Lord God through Judaism (Isaiah 56:3-6). Clearly seen in the scripture is
the desire of God to bring all of His creation into a
proper relationship to Him (Jeremiah 10). The Old
Testament reveals that the one Creator who saves is
God of all and His plans for the salvation of all mankind, applies to all, throughout every age.

The Charge of the Master
The essence of a Biblical Directive for World
Evangelism is presented by the Lord Jesus in Matthew 28:18-20 which says:
All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things

that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with
you always, even to the end of the age.
It might be mentioned this Post-Resurrection
charge was given to His eleven disciples before His
ascension. Upon meeting with Jesus, they worshipped Him as the risen Savior (verse 17). The type
of worship mentioned here is found twelve times in
the book of Matthew. It indicates a type of worship
given to a monarch (Matthew 2:2, 8, 11). They were
there to receive the instruction from their Master,
who was their Lord and King.
Jesus told them that He had been given “all authority” in Heaven and on earth. That was clearly evident in His prior ministry of over three years. He has
shown this power over disease, death, demons and
had even given those powers to his disciples (Matthew 10:1). He was given the authority to execute
judgment (John 5:26-27). It was the Father who gave
Him that authority, according to the prophecy found
in Daniel 7:13-14. Jesus had been triumphant over
death (Acts 2:24), over Satan (Hebrews 2:14), and
over all powers (Ephesians 1:19-23). Scripture states
that He is before all things and in Him all things consist, so that in all things he might have the preeminence. He delivered us from the power of darkness
(Colossians 13-18). “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9).
Jesus’ charge was to go and “make disciples of
all nations.” “All nations” is the remarkable part of
the charge, because earlier He had sent his disciples
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matthew
10:5-7). In this grander, universal commission, the
disciples were to be sent into all the world—to the
Jews and the Gentiles.
The early church knew that the gospel was for all
nations. Paul makes it clear that the gospel is the
power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Gentile (Romans 1:16). The early church knew that the Gentiles
would be fellow-heirs in the Kingdom (Ephesians
3:5-6). This is why Jesus died to ransom man for
God from every tribe and tongue and people and nation (Revelation 5:9).
The charge included baptism in the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. According to God’s
plan, baptism would bring mankind into a special relationship with Him. Baptism would forgive and
wash away sins (Acts 2:38, Revelation 1:5). It would
bring redemption from sins, reconciliation with God,
and entrance into the Kingdom (Romans 6:1-11, 1

Corinthians 12:13). All the world would have the opportunity to be baptized as the Good News of Jesus
Christ was taken to the whole world.
The Commission of our Lord Jesus included
“teaching them to observe all things.” This called upon all who obeyed Christ to understand their commitment to Him, and what that commitment entailed.
It was the responsibility of those who proclaimed the
message of salvation to instruct those who desired to
follow Jesus, to teach them what would be required
to be faithful to Christ. That would include the responsibility to worship God, and the responsibility to
live the life of a Christian. It would give each convert
the knowledge required for them to live “faithful unto death” to receive the eternal crown of life (Revelation2:10).
As they fulfilled the charge of the Great Commission, the Lord promised to be with them always, until
the end of the age. He would be there until the end, to
sustain and help those who would do His will. This is
the confidence that the Apostle Paul had when he
said, “I know how to be abased [live humbly] and
how to abound [live in prosperity]. Everywhere and
in all things I have learned both to be full and to be
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do
all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:12-13).
Such is the Great Commission. Some have
doubted if the Commission itself applies to us today.
Do we have a responsibility to teach all nations? Yes,
we certainly do. The thought, knowing that billions
in this world are lost and outside of Christ, should
cause us to realize that God wants His servants to
carry His message of the Gospel to all the world.
How could we claim to be loving and caring Christians if we did not have compassion on those who
have never had an opportunity to be saved by knowing and doing His will? We, as the church, are to
make known the manifold wisdom of God to the
whole world (Ephesians 3:10-11). It is a cooperative
as well as an individual responsibility in the sight of
God. Some can and are qualified to go, and some can
send (Romans 10:13-15). The work must be done so
that countless souls can be saved through a proper
presentation of the Gospel.

Letting Your Light Shine

Jesus told His followers, “I am the light of the
world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (John 8:12, NKJV).
Jesus came into a world of darkness to shine light,
both to expose those in darkness and to light a path
for lost souls to follow. Knowing that His time on
this earth would be short, He told His disciples that
while He was with them, and even more so when He
would depart, that they would be the light of the
world. This is what His kingdom was designed to be.
“You [the citizens of His kingdom] are the light of
the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who
are in the house” (Matt. 5:14-15). Jesus, in just three
and a half years of public ministry, would show the
world what it means to shine one’s light in darkness.
Later Paul would tell the Philippians to be affectionate, merciful, loving, peaceable, unselfish, esteeming others better than oneself, looking out for
the interests of others (Phil. 2:1-4). Then the reason
is given, “Let this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5). Vincent rightly notes the
literal meaning, “Let this be thought in you, or think
this in yourselves” (Vincent, 430). In other words, do
not just act this way, but think this way, which leads
to a natural outpouring of actions from the heart.
How did Jesus think regarding letting His light

shine? Notice a few examples of the light that shined
from the heart of Jesus, and then see the challenge of
allowing our hearts to be changed into His.
Jesus loved the forgotten and ignored of this
world. A marvelous example of Jesus’ heart is when
He sat at the table with tax collectors and sinners
(Matt. 9:9ff). “When the Pharisees saw it, they said
to His disciples, ‘Why does your Teacher eat with
tax collectors and sinners?’ When Jesus heard that,
He said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need
of a physician, but those who are sick.’” And then
these stinging words, “But go and learn what this
means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did
not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance” (Matt. 9:12-13). Imagine what it meant to
those sitting at the table with Jesus to see that He
was not ashamed to share a table with them. Imagine
further what it meant to them that Jesus was willing
to defend them before the religious elite! This same
picture of loyalty to the “forgotten” is repeated over
and over again in Scripture: The woman at the well
(John 4); The beggar who was born blind (John 9);
The lepers (Luke 17), and on and on we could go. Is
it any wonder that the underappreciated were so devoted to Him? He genuinely loved them and saw
their value.
The challenge comes to us to let our light shine
by remembering those the world forgets. That’s not

to say neglect the popular, but it does mean that we
are to value people, not based upon what they have,
or their ability to return favors. The American Journalist, Dorothy Day, rightly said, “I really only love
God as much as I love the least.” Every person has a
soul that is just as important as any other. Look
around your place of employment, your school, and
yes, even your congregation. There are people there
who feel alone and unappreciated. Appreciate them!
Show your appreciation to them; befriend them in a
genuine way. You might just find that the person
who receives the greatest reward in this endeavor is
you. They will be some of your most loyal and faithful friends. They need to see Jesus’ light shining in
you.
Jesus was willing to serve those who should
have been serving Him. Perhaps the most beautiful
and obvious example of Jesus serving others is when
he washed the feet of the disciples just before His
betrayal (John 13:1-17). It is even more remarkable
when we note that His betrayer was among the group
(John 13:18ff). This was not just a one-time event to
try to make a point or put on a show. Follow the daily life of Jesus and it is easy to see that this is the
way He lived each day. Most of the lessons of the
daily service of Christ are plain to see. He healed the
sick, taught the lost, and gave Himself to die. However, some of the most beautiful examples of His
humble service are easy to miss. For example, on
one occasion while Jesus was teaching, people began
bringing their children to Him to be blessed. The
disciples saw this as a distraction to His “more important work” and rebuked the parents for interrupting. “But Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to
Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.’ And He laid His hands on them and
departed from there.” (Matt. 19:14,15). Just imagine
that tender scene! On another occasion He prepared
a meal for the disciples and served them after His
resurrection (John 21). On still another occasion, Jesus sent the disciples away while He took the time
and made the effort to send the multitudes away
(Mark 6:45). Other Masters would have left the work
to others while they went away. Jesus did not think
service was beneath Him. In fact, that is why He
came (Matt. 20:28).
I worked at Shoney’s during college and almost
every Sunday night, just before we closed, a group
from a denominational church would come in after
they finished their evening service. Many of my
friends and co-workers were non-religious people,

and this particular group certainly did not help in this
regard. They were rude to our waitresses (even driving them to tears more than once), stayed an hour
after closing, left an unnecessary mess, and tipped
very poorly. And each Sunday night they would
leave a religious tract on the table with an invitation
to attend their services. Needless to say Christ’s light
did not shine through them to my co-workers, and
they actually hurt their cause when they let it be
known where they worshipped. Show me how you
treat a person working in a service role and you have
shown me much about your true character.
Everyone appreciates being appreciated. Jesus
shined His light by serving those who should be
serving Him, thus showing appreciation for the work
they normally do. Imagine a group, or just a family,
from the church where you worship going out for a
meal, and instead of leaving a mess for someone else
to clean up they try to leave things as orderly as possible. Instead of complaining they compliment. Instead of thinking how little they can tip they surprise
the hardworking server with a tip that equals the
amount of the bill. And at the end of the meal they
leave an invitation to visit their congregation with a
genuine note of appreciation for the service that has
been given to them. Christians are the most blessed
people on the face of this earth. Our actions should
show this! One of my favorite, yet hated quotes
comes from a man with whom I would have very
little in common. His name was Friedrich Nietzsche,
and he was a renowned atheist. He said, “I will believe in the Redeemer when the Christians look a
little more redeemed” (Howard, 182). The same author who shared Nietzsche’s quote shared another,
“There are five gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John
and the Christian, and some people will never read
the first four” (Howard, 182). Each time you step
outside your door, as a Christian, you enter the mission field. Let your light shine by how you serve.
Jesus was willing to sacrifice. It is obvious that
Jesus came to be a sacrifice and ultimately gave His
own life on the cross (John 10:18). His sacrifice,
however, was seen each day while He walked upon
this earth. He made long journeys just to help those
in desperate need (Luke 7:6). On one occasion He
was so weary when He entered Samaria that he sat
down by a well while His disciples went to buy food
(John 4:6). And perhaps the verse that hurts my heart
the most when I read it comes after a man tells the
Lord, “I will follow you wherever you go” (Matt.
8:19). Then the verse: “And Jesus said to him, ‘Fox-

es have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head’” (Matt.
8:20). Not only did Jesus make the ultimate sacrifice
for sin, but He also gave up many comforts in life to
show His followers how to live.
I am convinced that the main thing that keeps
people from letting their light shine is their refusal to
give up their personal rights and comfort so that others can be blessed. The name Joseph Scriven may or
may not mean anything to you, but it should. He did
something that has probably brought you joy and
comfort more than once in your life. Joseph was
born and raised in Ireland, and after graduating college he was to marry his childhood sweetheart. On
the day before they were to be married she was
thrown from her horse into a river where she
drowned. His world was shattered. Joseph turned to
God for help, and dedicated his life more to His service. Not long after, he moved to Port Hope, Ontario,
Canada, and devoted his life to living out the principles of the Sermon on the Mount. He lived each day
trying to help those who were in need, and before
long he earned the nickname “The Good Samaritan
of Port Hope.” A wealthy visitor came to Port Hope
and heard that Joseph was a good woodcutter. This
man needed some work done and told a few of the
townspeople that he was going to hire Joseph to cut
wood. One of the men said, “You cannot hire Joseph
Scriven. He only cuts wood for those who cannot
pay.” Once more he fell in love, but tragedy would
strike again. His fiancé died of pneumonia shortly
before they were to be married. Not long after her
death he wrote a poem entitled “What A Friend We
Have in Jesus.” The words would eventually be put
to music, and the song has comforted many Christians through the years. What is even more beautiful
than the song he wrote, however, is the life of service and sacrifice that Scriven lived.
Jesus could feel the hurt of others. “Therefore
when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who
came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and
was troubled…Jesus wept” (John 11:33, 35). Here is
what truly made Him desire to come and shine His
light; He wanted the best for His creation. Hear His
cry: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How
often I wanted to gather your children together, as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you were
not willing!” (Luke 13:34). Jesus agonized over the
sinful condition of mankind, and even when they did

not realize the trouble they were in, Jesus had pity on
them (Rom. 5:8). This is the heart of Jesus!
Dear Christian, if your first thought of those lost
in sin is anything but pity and empathy, you are going to have a hard time letting Jesus’ light shine
through you. If you are more interested in condemnation rather than helping a lost soul come out of the
pit of darkness, the mind of Christ will never be seen
in you. Perhaps the worst and saddest part of one
who looks at those in sin with hatred in his heart is
that it indicates he has forgotten that he also was
once lost in sin, and the gift of God’s mercy has lost
its impact on his heart.
For many, letting the light of Christ shine
through them calls for a radical change in their lives
and attitudes. If this is you, think on these things.
May God bless us as we strive to have the mind of
Christ.
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Preparing to be Unexpectedly Seen
Imagine what it must have been like for Abram.
He started out on his journey at the command of God.
“Go where I will show you,” was all the instruction
he had (Gen 12:1). Never could he have imagined
what these first steps would accomplish! Today the
impact of his obedience to God is clearly seen. Three
different groups of people now look back at this moment with differing degrees of importance and pride.
The Jewish people view Abraham as their father
(John 8:39); the Muslim’s view Abraham (Ibrahim in
their language) as a great prophet (Quran 19:1); and,
of course, we as Christians acknowledge that it was
this journey that continued the greatest of prophecies—that of Christ (Gen. 12:3).
In 2014, the movement “Pay it forward,” a concept that has been around for quite a while, had an
unexpected burst of popularity at one particular Starbucks. USA Today reports how one Wednesday
morning a lady decided to pay not for just her coffee
but also the coffee of the individual behind her. This
single act of kindness had a very lasting effect. Never
would this individual have expected to create the
longest streak of paying it forward in the history of
the company, but for 11 hours customers paid for the
stranger behind them for a chain of 378 times.
Of course, the impact of our actions is not always
positive in nature. Consider the events recorded in
the letter to the church at Corinth. Paul, discouraged
by the news of the attitude toward one in sin, directs
the church to “deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh,” (1 Cor. 5:5). Why? What
could cause such concern and perhaps even fear to be
seen in the writing of Paul? The answer is found just
a few verses down. Paul declares, “Your glorying is
not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Therefore purge out the old
leaven, that you may be a new lump.” (1 Cor. 5:6-7).
Fearful for the health of the congregation, Paul instructs them to remove the example of such sinful
behavior.
We never know exactly what effect we might
have on people, but it is important that we realize our
actions have an impact on the world around us. The
Bible approaches this subject in two different ways.
The first way we have already seen in the example of
Abraham’s journey. Countless other examples exist.
Joseph alludes to this concept concerning his being
sold into slavery (Gen 50:20). Joseph points out to

his brothers that the original purpose of getting rid of
him (Gen 38:12-36), was used by God to save the
line of Abraham (Gen 50:20-21). Another example is
Hannah’s vow to God (1 Sam 1:11). Hannah would
fulfill this vow sending her son, a young boy named
Samuel, to live with Eli. Samuel would go on to be
perhaps the greatest of the judges and to participate
in the appointing of not one, but two of the kings of
Israel. Finally, consider the simple act of Andrew
bringing Peter to the Christ (John 1:41-42). In many
ways Peter would become the unofficial spokesman
for the disciples, even being responsible for expressing that great confession we all must one day make,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt
16:16). Ultimately, all these acts had far more of an
impact than the original intended purpose.
The second way that the Bible addresses this topic is by direct command. Jesus uses two powerful
illustrations to demonstrate our need to have an impact on the world. While this illustration might be
lost on us today, considering how far removed we are
from food preparation, salt in the ancient world was
incredibly valuable. Our word “salary” comes from
the practice of Rome paying its soldiers in salt. So it
should be no surprise that Jesus declares we are to be
“the salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13). Just as salt
was essential for the preservation of food, Christians
today are to be essential for the preservation of souls,
by our actions. After speaking of salt, Jesus continues
His discussion of our need to be examples by comparing us to a city set on a hill. Recently my wife and
I traveled to Albuquerque for a conference she was
attending. As we approached the city during the
nighttime, we could see the bright lights of the city
below us from the hilltop. In the darkness the light
could be seen from quite the distance. In the same
way, Christians must be visible to the world.
Another instance of this command being stated is
seen in how we are to raise up our children (Col.
3:21, Eph. 6:4, Prov. 13:24). This particular command is seen played out in the life of King David.
Arguably, David was the greatest king of Israel, and
much of his example was passed down to his son.
His zeal and love for the Lord is clearly seen in how
Solomon would ask God, not for wealth and pleasure, but instead for wisdom (1 Kings 3:1-15). Sadly,
the opposite of this is true as well. The failures of
David to follow this command result in the failures of

Solomon as a King. David had wives; David had
concubines. Following his father’s example King
Solomon had 700 wives and 300 concubines himself.
It would be these wives that turned the heart of Solomon away from the path his father taught him, and
ultimately away from the God he once loved and
served (1 Kings 11:4). What makes the example of
David and Solomon so powerful is that Solomon’s
example would then be passed down to his son. The
once-powerful Kingdom of Israel would be divided
and ultimately conquered, all starting with the example of a failed father.
Andrew Crowe, a close friend and fellow servant
of Christ, once told me how in a devotional he asked
a question of the audience: “What survives after we
die?” Naturally the question was met with responses
such as “our soul”; but Andrew continued to point

out that our influence in this world would last far past
our deaths. We might never leave such a lasting impression as those mentioned at the beginning of this
article. You might not be instrumental in starting a
chain of over 300 people paying for someone else’s
coffee, and I pray to God that none of us becomes the
leaven that could corrupt an entire congregation of
the Lord’s people. However, it is clear that our actions do have an effect on the world; our influence, as
Andrew stated, will be felt. We might not see the end
result; it might not even be felt in this lifetime, but if
we are being the salt that Christ calls us to be, then
we must never doubt our usefulness. We must never
forget the impact that a light has in the darkness.
Let’s live our lives in such a way that Christ will be
glorified by our conduct.

Elders and Their Relationship to One Another
If elders meet the qualifications laid out by God,
their relationship with each other should be a wonderful affiliation.
1 Tim. 3:2-7 (ESV), “Therefore an overseer must
be above reproach, the husband of one wife, soberminded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able
to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage
his own household well, with all dignity keeping his
children submissive, for if someone does not know
how to manage his own household, how will he care
for God’s church? He must not be a recent convert,
or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall
into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he
must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may
not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.”
Tit. 1:5-11, “This is why I left you in Crete, so
that you might put what remained into order, and
appoint elders in every town as I directed you – if
anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife,
and his children are believers and not open to the
charge of debauchery or insubordination. For an
overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach.

He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a
drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy,
and disciplined. He must hold firm to the trustworthy
word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those
who contradict it.”
Working with men who are sober-minded, of
good behavior, hospitable, patient, and not brawlers
should be and is a great blessing.
The Amplified Bible (AMPC) renders 1 Tim 3:2
this way, “…circumspect and temperate and selfcontrolled; [he must be] sensible and well behaved
and dignified and lead an orderly (disciplined) life;
[he must be] hospitable [showing love for and being
a friend to the believers, especially strangers or foreigners, and be] a capable and qualified teacher…”
Then, Tit. 1:7, “…not self-willed, not soon angry.” Tit. 1:8, “…sober, just, holy, temperate.”
Assuming that elders meet these qualifications,
what should they expect of each other?
First, elders must be honest with each other with
no hidden motives or agenda. 2 Cor. 4:1-2, “There-

fore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we
do not lose heart. But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open
statement of the truth we would commend ourselves
to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God.”
Each elder must know what to expect from the
other elders. Prov. 12:22, “Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but those who act faithfully are
his delight.” There should be no doubts or mistrust
among this special group of men. Prov. 4:25, “Let
your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be
straight before you.”
Kindness is a second trait that must be demonstrated between elders. 1 Peter 3:8, “Finally, all of
you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a
tender heart, and a humble mind.” Prov. 19:22
“What is desired in a man is steadfast love, and a
poor man is better than a liar.” Kindness will create
an atmosphere that will generate a mutual love
among the group.
To honor one another is a must if elders are to
work together in harmony. Prov. 15:33 tells us that
before there is honor, there must first be humility.
Pinning a medal on another person is a humble action and experience. Yet, we tend to want to pin the
medal on ourselves and enlarge our ego. Inflated
egos have no place in God’s eldership. Rom. 12:10,
“Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo
one another in showing honor.”
Respect is to be loyal and be submissive to another, treating them as your equal. 1 Peter 2:2-3, “Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.” Phil. 2:3, “So put away all malice and all
deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. Like
newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that
by it you may grow up into salvation — if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is good.” A church
does not need an eldership where one (or any) thinks
or acts as if they are above anyone else. An eldership
must work as a team. Having respect for one another
will assure that they do.
Keep in mind that those qualified to serve as elders are mature Christians, and are the best of the
best, but they are not perfect. In 1 Cor. 13 we have a
working definition of love and the kind of love God
requires of us. An elder should excel in this area, and
each elder should expect the same from the others. 1
Cor. 13:4-8 (ESV), “Love is patient and kind; love
does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It

does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love
never ends.” It can be seen from this text that love
encompasses many of the other positive traits an elder must have to be successful in his work. Imagine
what could be accomplished with a group of men
who love each other, the Lord, and His church, when
all are working together for the cause of Christ. Until
we each develop the love of which the Bible speaks,
we will not preach the gospel to the whole world.
We have seen that love incorporates almost all
other traits that an elder must process, but there is
another that is just as important: faith. Hebrews 11
gives us a very good understanding of faith and what
it does. Faith is trust, being persuaded, relying upon,
and believing in a person or thing. Faith gives us
courage to stand and obey God when the going gets
difficult and others are falling away. Elders must
have a strong, Biblical faith and each has a right to
expect the same of all others serving with them.
Faith will enable an eldership to take chances and
reach out and do what others would not attempt to
do. If one elder in the group does not have this faith,
it will hinder the good work, the things the other elders aim to accomplish, and will be a discouragement to the eldership. Heb. 11:3-7 (ESV), “By faith
we understand that the universe was created by the
word of God, so that what is seen was not made out
of things that are visible. By faith Abel offered to
God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through
which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his
faith, though he died, he still speaks. By faith Enoch
was taken up so that he should not see death, and he
was not found, because God had taken him. Now
before he was taken he was commended as having
pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to
please him, for whoever would draw near to God
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those
who seek him. By faith Noah, being warned by God
concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear
constructed an ark for the saving of his household.
By this he condemned the world and became an heir
of the righteousness that comes by faith.”
An eldership should stand together and no one
should have to stand alone. If there are problems to
endure, they should endure them together. Love
would not allow one to be sacrificed to save the others. An elder must have a thick skin and a backbone

of steel. If one is worried about offending someone
or losing a friendship, a member, or a person’s contribution, then one does not need to be an elder.
Truth, expressed with love, and doing what is right
trumps all else. Notice Paul’s letter: 1 Cor. 5:1-13
(ESV), “It is actually reported that there is sexual
immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father’s
wife. And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to
mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from
among you. For though absent in body, I am present
in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced
judgment on the one who did such a thing. When
you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and
my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved
in the day of the Lord. Your boasting is not good. Do
you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole
lump? Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a
new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ,
our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven,
the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. I wrote to you in
my letter not to associate with sexually immoral
people – not at all meaning the sexually immoral of
this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters,
since then you would need to go out of the world.
But now I am writing to you not to associate with
anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty
of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with
such a one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you

are to judge? God judges those outside. Purge the
evil person from among you.”
Being an elder and being an apostle are not the
same, but dealing with problems is alike in many
ways. Unlike an apostle, an eldership is limited to
the congregation that appointed them to serve. Each
elder should expect all others to stand with him in
correcting such wrongs.
It should also be pointed out that authority lies
with the eldership and not with any one elder; and it
is delegated authority. As noted above in 1 Cor. 5:4,
Paul writes, “assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus…” It is by the Lord’s authority that an eldership
is to act, in the Lord’s name. An eldership then
should expect each elder to act and conduct themselves according to the wishes of the whole eldership.
An eldership cannot and will not always agree on
matters of opinion, but a single elder cannot be allowed to kill or obstruct a good work if all others
agree it should be done. Discuss it, debate it, consult
the scriptures, then vote. If the majority agrees, then
all should be ready to support the decision and carry
it out. Like the old elder in the hills of Kentucky, after a vote was taken he would say, “I was agin’ it,
but now I am fer it. Let’s do it.”
The principles of the New Testament must always be our guide for everything we do. This is, of
course, also true of an eldership. The things mentioned in this article are not all-inclusive of relevant
content, and other points could be made. It is my
prayer that what is included will help us in our understanding of God’s will for this most important
office.

In the Garden: The Arrest of Jesus
Have you ever lost control of your own body?
Some medical conditions can cause one to lose control over limbs, areas of the body, or even their entire
body. Have you ever been tied? Has anyone ever
“manhandled” you, or held you as to restrict your
bodily movement? Such things may be far from enjoyable experiences, but they are fairly common to

the human experience. There is always someone
physically stronger than us. No matter how strong we
may be, it is never that difficult for multiple people to
retrain us and basically force us to do whatever they
desire.
As mortal human beings, we need to realize that
we are never fully in control of anything. For one

thing, we are not in control of our life force. Yahweh,
our God is the self-existent being of the universe (see
Exodus 3:13-14; John 5:26; and others). He is the
one with inherent and absolute authority over all
flesh (John 17:1-3). It is only “in Him that we live
and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). “For He
is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and
the sheep of His hand” (Psalm 95:7). We are far from
being in control of the future, but we serve a God
who is in control of the future and, ultimately, all
things.
They were about to leave the upper room and
cross the dry water-bed of the Kidron (John 18:1),
and Jesus was praying, “Father, the hour has come;
glorify Your Son that the Son may glorify You, since
You have given Him authority over all flesh, to give
eternal life to all whom You have given Him” (John
17:1-2).
The band of soldiers was probably busy gathering
their weapons and gear. The military men, along with
the chief priests and Jewish elders, would enter the
garden of Gethsemane with swords, clubs, and torches (John 18:3; cf. Luke 22:52). It is possible that as
many as 200-600 soldiers (a Roman cohort or band
—a tenth of a legion) would soon convene on the
ground that was graced by the prostrate face of the
Son of Man (see Matt. 26:39). Judas knew this customary place of devotion (John 18:3).
Just moments after He arises from the ground, the
group of soldiers, temple officers, and Jewish leaders
approach the small group of sleepy and sorrowful
men. Can you picture the scene with your mind’s
eye? Do you see the few hundred soldiers with their
grim, possibly confused, faces? What about the envious and eager Jews? Do you see the dismayed, angry,
and questioning reaction of the eleven apostles? Of
course, Judas is there with maybe a regretful frown
or possibly (at this point) a smirk of betrayal reflected upon his countenance.
But do you see Him? You know, the one covered
in sweat and maybe even blood? The one who steps
forward into the torchlight to ask a question He already knows the answer to, the one who declares, “I
am,” and about 400 of the toughest men on Earth fall
back and to their knees (John 18:4-6)? Do you see
the fleshly-jacketed God of Israel protecting His own
(John 18:7-9), and healing the slave of His adversary
(John 18:10-11)?
Please do not neglect this next verse, where John
records, “So the band of soldiers and their captain
and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound

Him” (John 18:12). Do you truly realize what occurred here in a garden in Palestine around 30 A.D.?
Try reading the text this way: “So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews
arrested God and bound God.” They did what? They
bound the hands of the Supreme Ruler of the universe? The God who speaks things into existence,
who created the hands that seize Him, who made the
materials of the rope...is tied up? The King of glory,
wrapped in human form, allows Himself to be bound
by the cords of mortal men!
God is arrested by the breathing dust He created.
What a paradox, and what a touching display of love
and humility (cf. Philippians 2:5-8)! With a word to
His Father, He could have easily ended it all right
then and there (see Matthew 26:53). He did not have
to endure these things, but He chose to for you and
me.
Notice also that John says that, “they led Him to
Annas” (John 18:13a). Yahweh, who created the starlit blanket of sky, is quietly led away with His hands
tied behind His back. The one who breaks nations
like a ceramic dish places Himself in the custody of
sinful men (Psalm 2). If only they had known who
they were leading off into the night for “trial”...but as
Isaiah writes,
“He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He
opened not His mouth; like a lamb that is led to
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is
silent, so He opened not His mouth” (Isaiah 53:7).
He was bound by sinful men, in order that sinful
men might have liberty from the bonds of sin and
death (2 Timothy 1:8-10). He was arrested by His
enemies so that we may live in the liberty of His covenant (Galatians 4:1-7).
Are you submitting to His control today (cf. Philippians 2:9-11)? Are you a faithful subject in His
kingdom (cf. Colossians 1:13-14)? Are even your
very thoughts held as captives of His will (cf. 2 Corinthians 10:5-6)?
All Scriptural quotations are from the English
Standard Version. Any deviations from that are my
personal translation.
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Hymn History:
“God Will Take Care of You”
Civilla Durfee Holden Martin (lyrics) was born to
James N. and Irene Harding Holden at Jordan, Nova
Scotia, Canada on August 21, 1866. She grew up to
be a teacher and also studied music. She married
William Stillman Martin (music). The two held
evangelistic meetings and conferences throughout
both Canada and The United States. Her contribution
was to write hymn words to the topics that her husband (a Baptist minister) would preach.
In 1901, Mr. Martin was preaching at a church in
a local village. Mrs. Martin so ill that Mr. Martin was
determined to cancel his appointment to take care of
her. Their son asked his father, ‘If God wants you to
preach, will he not take care of mother so that you
can preach his word?’ The father agreed and left for
his appointment. When he returned he found her
much better and working on a hymn based on the
son’s earlier comments. It was received by many
folks with great joy. That is why we need it so badly.
We must remember God will take care of us, as he
has promised!!
Be not dismayed whate’er be tide, God will
take care of you
Beneath his wings of love abide, God will
take care of you
We need to remember that no matter what the situation, God will in fact take care of us. He has promised it in His word and He stands behind it, no matter
how difficult the task is. Psalm 34:7 The angel of the
LORD encamps round about them that fear him, and
delivers them. Imagine that! He encamps around us
and protects us!! A great example of this is the nation
of Israel, as they were leaving slavery. On one side is
God, a light for them to see, and on the other a
cloud—a dark, lightless area where none could see.
God will do that for us!! What a wonderful promise.
In my walk as a Christian, I have seen this…that
beautiful light for us and the opposite of it to my antagonist. It brings tears to my eyes, thinking on those
glorious days.
Beneath the wings of love abide, God WILL take
care of you. It is such an example of care, rest, nurture. Everything that we need to learn and grow. It all
comes from Him, and it is our promise.
Through days of toil, when heart doth fail,
God will take care of you.

When dangers fierce your path assail, God
will take care of you.
Those days will come, when enemies assail; He is
right there alongside us, caring and offering his loving, intelligent guidance. Prov. 3:5-6: Trust in the
LORD with all your heart; and lean not upon your
own understanding. In all your ways ac-knowledge
him, and he shall direct your paths. He’s right there,
guiding and steering us through the storms of life. All
He asks is that we listen and take heed to his sayings.
That’s it. Trust and obey, for there’s no other way!!
When dangers come upon us, what should we do?
LISTEN!! Our Lord, our master and maker, knows
what the hazard is. He can tell us what we need to do,
but we must listen. A good example of this is
Naaman, the Syrian Leper. Remember? Naaman was
told by the prophet what to do to be healed. Once he
obeyed, he was healed —but not one single second
before (2 Kings 5).
All you may need He will provide, God will
take care of you.
Nothing you ask will be denied, God will
take care of you.
We all have needs and God wants to address each
of our needs. All we need to do is to vocalize them to
Him who provides for each and every one of us. But,
there is a cost involved. That cost is that we obey
him. The old song, Trust and Obey, for there’s no
other way, to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.
When you obey, He will gladly give to you everything that you need (Matthew 6:33).
No matter what may be the test, God will
take care of you
Lean, weary one, upon his breast, God will
take care of you.
If we must face a trial or test, He will be there for
us. Deut. 31:6 Be strong and of a good courage, fear
not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD your God,
he goes with you; he will not fail you, nor forsake
you. Or, Psalm 94:14 For the LORD will not cast off
his people, neither will he forsake his inheritance
Again, those wonderful promises are for those were
obedient. Is that you?

Restoration Writings:
Possessing the mind of the Honest Baptist
We must possess the mind of the honest [John
the] Baptist, to be willing to decrease, that Christ
may increase— to be willing for truth's sake, to be
rejected by all, even to be excluded from the society
with which we may be associated, however popular
and respectable it may be. The dread of this has
caused thousands to shut their eyes against the light
of truth, or if received, to conceal it from the view of
their fellows. Should this dread of exclusion influence all, the consequence would be that all the litigant [denominational] sects would remain— their
discrepant doctrines continue, and division and
schism in the body of Christ still abide, in opposition
to the will of God. Can these things be right? No
Christian will affirm it; all acknowledge them wrong.
Therefore, the principle, which is the basis of all this
wrong, must itself be wrong.
We must be willing to give up all worldly gain or
wealth for the sake of truth. Had Paul been unwilling
to count all his gain but loss for truth's sake, he never
would have been a Christian. In the present corrupt
state of society in many places, it is found that a man
of business cannot well succeed in his pursuit of
gain, without being in connexion with some religious
society, and that [one] which is most numerous and
wealthy. Should a mechanic, a merchant, a teacher,
or even a preacher in such a society begin to open his
eyes to truth, and in its light to see himself in error,
with what sore temptations has he to struggle. Says
the preacher, ‘should I change my opinions, and reject the standards of this church, I must lose my salary, my whole living, and turn out in an unfriendly
world, and with my helpless family face poverty and
disgrace with persecution.’ Says the teacher, ‘if I
change my sentiments, I shall lose the patronage of
this church; they will no longer entrust their children
to my care, and want must be my lot.’ So the merchant and mechanic— if they change their opinions,
their gain must be diminished. “Buy the truth,” is the
advice of Wisdom. Whoever obtains it must give
gold and silver for it, in the sense I have stated. But
surely it excels rubies.
We must learn “to cease from man, whose breath
is in his nostrils”— from man, however pious,

learned, and great he may be accounted. They are all
fallible; and their jarring creeds and confessions of
faith, too plainly evince this humiliating truth. If we
cease not from them, but receive their opposite dogmas as truth, then the schisms of the body of Christ
must continue with all their attendant evils. We
should follow them as far as they follow Christ, but
no farther. We should bring their doctrines to the Bible, and judge for ourselves, as we will at last have to
be judged by our own works.
We must believe that the Bible was addressed to
rational creatures, and designed by God to be understood for their profit. When we open the Bible with
the impression that it is a book of mysteries, understood only by a few learned ministers, we are at once
discouraged from reading and investigating its contents. But believing it was written for our learning
and profit, and therefore addressed to our understanding, we are encouraged to read and diligently search
its sacred pages. The man who does this, with prayerful attention to its instructions, will find the truth; and
walking in it, will find her ways pleasantness, and all
her paths peace.
I have now stated what I think necessary to prepare the mind for the investigation and reception of
truth. Were we all thus prepared, and were we in this
spirit to read the Bible, great and glorious would be
the effects. How soon would the dark clouds of error
fly before the brilliant rays of truth! How soon would
the divided flock of the great Shepherd, hear his
voice and flow together unto him! How soon would
they leave the barren, solitary wilderness, where they
have been long scattered and hungry, and enter into
the rich pastures, prepared for them! How soon
would the world, seeing all Christians united, believe
and be saved! O Lord, help, for the glory of thy
name!
Barton W. Stone
Christian Messenger,
Volume 1, Issue 1 (1826)

An Unusual Answer to Prayer
Now suppose one of you
fathers is asked by his
son for a fish; he will not
give him a snake instead
of a fish, will he? Or if he
is asked for an egg, he
will not give him a scorpion, will he?
If you then, being evil,
know how to give good
gifts to your children,
how much more will your
heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who
ask Him?
Luke 11:11-13, NASB

When you pray for patience, God may send you
the mother of all traffic jams! His answer comes, and
you may not even recognize it. Prayer now forgotten,
you may find yourself seething in barely contained
rage when the highway stops in a snarl that prevents
your arrival at some very important event. “I didn’t
ask for this!” you may grumble to yourself. Listen
somewhere beneath a whisper, and you may hear
God say, “Oh yes—this is exactly what you asked of
me!” If you are like me (a little slow on the spiritual
uptake and hard-of-hearing regarding the answers to
your own prayers), much time may pass before you
can connect that provoking incident to your prayer
for patience. It may dawn on you that your wrestling
against road rage actually taught patience! God answers prayer in unusual ways!
Luke did not write his Gospel until he had finished thorough and exhaustive research (1:1-4). If so,
then his readers will be repaid for going deep in ex-

ploration and contemplation. The story that opens the
Third Gospel is about a priest named Zechariah and
his wife, Elizabeth. The priest raises a prayer to God,
which God answers through the angel Gabriel: “Do
not be afraid, Zechariah, for your petition has been
heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
son….” The son, after much deliberation, is named
John. We know him as John the Baptist. We do not
know what Zechariah said in his prayer; that was between him and God. But the answer from God is
there for all to see: a son! It might be surmised that
the priest prayed to God for a boy-child. A casual
reading would suggest this. But another possibility
remains for those who go deep with Luke and read
carefully.

What Did Zechariah Pray For?
There are good reasons for believing that the
prayer was not a request for a child:

First, there are other examples of Bible characters
(notably Abram and Sarai) that believe in God and
who desperately want children after getting well past
the normal age for parenting. But they do not think
to request children in their prayers. The possibility is
something that arises first with God! And when God
breaks this to old, childless people, they typically respond first with utter shock. The possibility had never occurred to them, even in conversations with God,
because it seemed so plainly impossible! Yes they
know that with God all things are possible (Gen.
18:14; Luke 1:37), but it remains true fact that old
people don’t think to ask God for children. And when
God so answers prayer, the typical response is disbelief that spawns giddiness. God gave old people a
baby! Sarah had to laugh at the very notion; so did
Abraham. Old people do not ask God for babies. I
don’t believe that aged Zechariah did either.
Second, Zechariah was here engaged in a oncein-a-lifetime opportunity. Zechariah belonged to the
priestly division of Abijah. The priesthood was divided into 24 such divisions, each ministering for
weekly assignments twice each year. The daily ministry included a lamb to be sacrificed morning and
evening, accompanied by burning of incense. I.
Howard Marshall (Commentary on Luke, NIGTC,
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1978) writes: “In view
of the large number of priests (some 18,000), no
priest was permitted to offer incense more than once
in his lifetime….” To make it fair (and to allow God
to bestow this rare privilege), the priests to officiate
were chosen by casting the lot. On this amazing occasion, the lot fell to Zechariah.
All of this suggests that when Zechariah raised
his prayer to God, his mind was not occupied with
personal and family matters, like desire for a son. He
was in the house of God! As priest, he officiated as a
representative for all the people gathered outside,
who were not permitted to stand where he stood in
this moment of supreme privilege. Zechariah would
have been focused on holiness and purity as he came
into the presence of Israel’s God.

Jewish Tradition for the Evening Prayer
Luke does not say whether this was the morning
or evening sacrifice. I am going to speculate that it
was evening. First, because there was a longstanding
Jewish tradition for prayer during this occasion (Acts
3:1). When the people gathered at the Temple at the
time of evening sacrifice, each did not pray for per-

sonal needs and concerns. As the smoke of incense
rose to God, they prayed together for their nation.
The tradition goes back to the prayer of Daniel in
chapter nine. The prayer is open confession of national guilt for sins, for breaking the Covenant, which
God punished by sending Babylon to destroy Jerusalem and its Temple. It is a prayer of repentance that
implores God to reconnect with the Jewish people, to
again show them grace and favor instead of wrath.
As the holy Temple lay in humiliating ruins, the
prophet prays:
O Lord, let Your face shine on Your desolate sanctuary. O my God, incline Your ear
and hear! Open Your eyes and see our desolations and the city which is called by Your
name; for we are not presenting our supplications before You on account of any merits of
our own, but on account of Your great compassion. O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O
Lord, listen and take action! For Your own
sake, O my God, do not delay because Your
city and Your people are called by Your name”
(9:17-19, NASB).
The situation prompting this prayer continued for
six centuries and yet prevailed while Zechariah ministered. The Temple had been rebuilt, but foreign rulers continued to impose pagan authority over the
people of God. As the centuries passed, the Jewish
people gathered at evening sacrifice for the same
prayer (see the apocryphal book of Judith, chapter
nine, for another example of the tradition).

The Strategic Appearances by Gabriel
There is a yet another reason to think of the evening sacrifice. The prayer prompts the appearance of
the angel Gabriel to Zechariah just as he had appeared to Daniel (9:20ff.)—also at evening sacrifice!
It looks like the angel was responding to the same
prayer on each occasion—with 600 years of tradition
connecting them. And so, it appears quite likely that
both appearances came strategically at evening.
Now notice carefully that the two appearances of
Gabriel bracket a significant span of time—the collapse and the restoration of the throne of David. The
catastrophe that prompted Daniel to sin-confession
and prayer was God’s judgment. God’s people in Israel—from down in the streets, up through the royal
palace, and all the way up to the Temple—all Israel
together threw off God’s commandments and took

the way of sin. God responded with terrible judgment: Babylon invaded and conquered Israel.
Before this happened, God ruled over Israel protectively. They were the Kingdom of God, and God
honored David by setting him and his descendants on
the throne. The Davidic king represented the rule of
God. Centuries later, when Christ Jesus declares that
the Kingdom is at hand (Mark 1:15 and parallels), He
is speaking of the Kingdom that began almost a millennium earlier. When you first read this, if you don’t
know OT history, you might think Jesus was promising to start something entirely new. He would build
the Kingdom of God, meaning the church. Actually,
however, Jesus intended to rebuild something that
began long, long ago. The Kingdom was built around
David and his offspring, but when Jesus spoke there
had been no Davidic rule for six centuries. That old
Kingdom was about to be restored; it was coming
back! Gabriel’s appearances are strategically related
to this.

David and the Kingdom of God
God had promised David, by covenant, an eternal
dynasty (2 Sam. 7; Psalm 89). It endured some four
centuries from around 1000 BC to 586 BC, when
Babylon deposed the last Davidic king and destroyed
Jerusalem, the seat of royal power. When the dynasty
fell, Daniel prayed and Gabriel appeared! Babylon
gave way to the Medes and Persians, which gave way
to Greece, which gave way to Rome—each of these
pagan kingdoms took the place of David’s fallen
dynasty over Israel. Daniel prophesied all of this, declaring that God would finally “set up a kingdom that
shall never be destroyed” (2:44).
In chapter two, Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dramatic (and prophetic) dream of a large statue
with head of gold, arms and chest of silver, torso and
thighs of bronze, and feet a mixture of iron and clay.
The four body sections represent the four pagan
powers that will dominate Israel, for some six centuries (now that no Davidic king has a throne over Israel). Through the book, Daniel names each of these
foreign kingdoms, except for Rome. Rome is only
identified by an apt description: “[that kingdom] will
be a fourth kingdom on the earth, which will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour
the whole earth and tread it down and crush it”
(7:23; cf. 2:40). The dream climaxes when a “stone
cut without hands” smashes against the statue’s feet,
destroying it top to bottom. The statue represents,
from one perspective, the domination of Israel by

Gentile political power. From another perspective, it
represents the span of time when no “son of David”
ruled the Kingdom of God.
Right on prophetic schedule, Jesus arrives in history when Rome rules. And, as Jesus is nigh to being
born (to Mary, relative of Elizabeth), Gabriel appears
once again! Jesus will become the new “son of David” who will reclaim David’s throne and restore his
dynasty. And Jesus will reign there endlessly—His
kingdom will never be destroyed—because Jesus will
reign immortally in Heaven (Luke 1:32-33; Acts
2:29-36).
What then do we have? The Kingdom falls and
Gabriel first appears (to Daniel)—then Gabriel reappears (to Zechariah) and the Kingdom is soon restored! His appearances bracket a span of about 600
years that mark a very dismal segment of Jewish history. For six centuries, Israel does not have her own
king. Pagan rulers control the Jewish people. At both
ends of that span (and between), God’s people are in
prayer. We saw Gabriel’s answer to Daniel. Now
hear his answer to Zechariah:
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your
prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth
will bear you a son, and you will name him
John. You will have joy and gladness, and
many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be
great in the sight of the Lord. He must never
drink wine or strong drink; even before his
birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He
will turn many of the people of Israel to the
Lord their God. With the spirit and power of
Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts
of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make
ready a people prepared for the Lord….I am
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I
have been sent to speak to you and bring you
this good news” (1:13-19).
Again, Gabriel also seems to be occupied with
business much larger than fulfilling a childless couple’s desire for a son. His business is the Kingdom of
God, and that must certainly be what Zechariah
prayed about—while in priestly ministry inside Jerusalem’s Temple as incense was offered at the evening
sacrifice. The crowd gathered outside was deep in
prayer over the same concern. Those prayers ascended as fragrant incense, a most pleasing aroma to Almighty God.

So Zechariah prays for God’s Kingdom. And
God’s answer to that prayer is a son! I’m sure no one
was more unsuspectingly surprised than the priest
who drew the lot to burn incense that evening. Gabriel came to bring answer to a prayer that tradition extended among the people of Israel for over half a millennium—and Daniel began this prayer by requesting
a speedy answer (9:19, cf. 2 Peter 3:8-9). And the
boy? The angel declared his name to be John, and his
muted father could only write, “His name is John.”
But when he regained speech, Zechariah declared
with prophetic authority:
“And you, child, will be called the prophet
of the Most High; For you will go on BEFORE
THE LORD TO PREPARE HIS WAYS; To give to His
people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins, Because of the tender
mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from
on high will visit us, TO SHINE UPON THOSE WHO
SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF DEATH, to
guide our feet into the way of peace” (Luke
1:76-79).
The son’s name was John and we know him as
John the Baptist. He had the unique role of being the
forerunner of the Messiah, whom God would send in
the coming days to end the long wait of God’s faithful people. John stood as the last prophet of the old
order. He prepared the way to allow Jesus to reclaim
the throne of David by getting the people of Israel
ready for the Kingdom.
The moment of the evening prayer’s fulfillment
comes in Acts 2 (also written by Luke) as Peter
preaches about the resurrection of Jesus, Son of David, Son of God:
Brethren, I may say unto you freely of the
patriarch David, that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us unto this day.
Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that
God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the
fruit of his loins he would set one upon his
throne; he foreseeing this spake of the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he left
unto Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption.
This Jesus did God raise up, whereof we all
are witnesses. Being therefore by the right
hand of God exalted, and having received of
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he
hath poured forth this, which ye see and hear.
For David ascended not into the heavens: but
he saith himself, The Lord said unto my Lord,

Sit thou on my right hand, Till I make thine enemies the footstool of thy feet. Let all the house
of Israel therefore know assuredly, that God
hath made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified.
To cause all of this to happen, God answered old
Zechariah’s prayer with a son.

Sermon Considerations
To appreciate the grandeur of this story requires a
grasp of history and Bible. Luke plainly and confidently assumed that his readers could process his
Gospel, but today’s preacher cannot. Our culture has
very limited historical (and Biblical) awareness. With
it, one encounters a God capable of breathtaking
faithfulness. He not only gives an old man and his
menopausal wife a baby, He fulfills plans over a span
of centuries and keeps every promise made along the
way. Moreover, Luke writes to people who embrace
a worldview in which the supernatural realm deftly
penetrates the natural realm so as to control the flow
of events. And key to that flow is the relationship of
God to people—both individually and in groups—
whose mortal lifespans allow them to play short but
meaningful roles in the unfolding drama. Qualified
readers may actually perceive that the story continues
today, that they too have a role to play in the unwritten chapters that are to be written until the story
reaches the conclusion. This story is our story too!
The challenge for the preacher is to enable his
audience (through careful and skilled preaching and
teaching) to process Luke’s story of how John the
Baptist came to be. The OT is critical. Too often,
however, sermons on the OT mine them for dreary
moralizing lessons—dreary because the stories that
teach morality are cut free from any historical context and are taught with terribly little discussion of
God. John Bright wrote a gem of a book: The Authority of the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker
Books, 1967). He writes (p. 172):
“It is very easy to fail here, and many
preachers who conscientiously begin with their
Bibles do so. Indeed, this may be one of the
reasons why everything some preachers touch
seems to turn into a dreary moralizing. For example, the text is taken from I Cor. 1: 10-17,
and the congregation is told what Paul said to
the Corinthians about party strife—and they
are begged not to indulge in party strife. Or,
the text is taken from II Cor. 8, and it is ex-

plained to the congregation what Paul said to
the Corinthians about stewardship, using the
liberality of the Macedonians as an example—
and they are exhorted to give liberally. All
very true, of course. The Christian ought not to
indulge in party strife and ought to give liberally: so said Paul, and so ought we to do. But
what of the theology that caused Paul to exhort
his people so? All his instruction to the
churches is undergirded and motivated by the
gospel he had been commissioned to proclaim,
and this shines through the very texts in which
he gives it. Yet it is strange how often it is
missed. And when it is missed the sermon, because it lacks theological depth, tends to degenerate into a shallow moralizing that does
little more than recommend Christian attitudes
and chide the congregation for its shortcomings.”
Our people lack historical awareness because our
preaching lacks it also. Here is a challenge: try
preaching a single sermon that covers the entire Bible
story! Begin with Creation, exalt the Cross, and land
at the Final Judgment. Include anything else that
seems crucial, but tell it all in a single sermon. Then
afterward, launch into a series of, say, ten sermons
that draw out the essential developmental stages of
the story. This will enable you to tie individual episodes (like Zechariah’s prayer) into the larger narrative and to draw out the vital lessons efficiently. And
be sure to talk about God along the way: What angers or pleases Him? When people act, how does
God respond? What has God done to cause His story
to develop as it has? What impacts a person’s relationship with God—for better or for worse? What do
God’s actions tell us about who He is? Historical and
theological awareness allow meaningful assimilation
of moral demands.
Let’s listen to John Bright (p. 205) once more:
“The Old Testament must be used in the
Christian pulpit because, in more ways than
can be suggested here, it guards the gospel
from misunderstanding and perversion. By anchoring it to the specific history of a specific
people, it saves the gospel from vaporizing into
a set of abstract ideas, or hardening into a philosophy or a system of doctrine. By stressing
the corporate dimension of God's dealings with
his people, it guards Christian belief from slipping into a private piety, a subjective senti-

ment, a disintegrating individualism, as it so
often threatens to do. By its very realism, its
frank earthiness, it holds the gospel to life as it
is lived in this world and blocks it from a flight
into an otherworldly piety which, with its eyes
fixed on heaven alone, is content to let this
world go its merry way to perdition. It is, indeed, only by holding the Testaments together
that the “new” of the New Testament is secured and is seen not to be a code of ethics, or
an idea of God, or a “better religion,” but an
eschatological announcement. Because it so
complements and secures the Gospel, the Old
Testament is indispensable in preaching.
Wherever it has been neglected, there the gospel has suffered distortion.”
Had we neglected the OT here, we might suppose
Zechariah had prayed for a boy-child and suppose
God merely makes our wishes come true.

Quotes:
The churches want preachers rather than sermonizers; men who have a message to deliver, rather than
men who have a subject to develop. A well-known
divine, at the end of his public life, was heard to say:
“If I had loved subjects less and men more, I would
have had larger results to show in my ministry.”
The Christian Century,
Vol. 1, No. 20 (May 23, 1901), page 7.
Many words have become obsolete since the
translation of King James was made. Wist, and wot,
and “we do you to wit,” are expressions without
meaning to us.
Many other words have changed their meaning
entirely. The word let, then meant to prevent, to hold
back, to restrain; now it has the opposite thought.
Paul had desired many times to see the brethren at
Rome, but had been let. He informed the brethren of
Thessalonica that there would come a great falling
away, and that man of sin would finally be revealed,
but that which then let would continue to let till taken
out of the way. Such language is unintelligible to us.
Prevent (from pre, before, and venio, to come) meant
to come before, to precede, to anticipate. So David
said: “My prayer shall prevent the Lord;” “my prayer
shall prevent the dawning of the morning.” And Paul
gravely tells the brethren that those who shall be
alive and remain to the coming of the Lord, “shall not
prevent those who are asleep.” The word conversation once related to action and its results, rather than
the use of words by one person to another. Hence
Paul says, “our conversation is in heaven.” The
meaning of the passage is easy, when we have it correctly rendered citizenship.
D.R. Dungan,
Hermeneutics (1888)
We have, I think, to find this martial note again,
for we have all but lost it. We sing our martial songs,
and the sanctuary rings with brave words. But we are
not a very soldierly people. We are parade-ground
troops reluctant to dirty our uniforms; we are soldiers
who refuse orders, sleep on duty, serve when convenient, and often enough traitors to the cause. God’s

military levy? We are a ragtag, bobtailed militia, of
no use in the eschatological battle—save that God, in
his grace, has deigned to use us anyhow. Indeed, this
talk of the life of faith as combat embarrasses us. It
seems scarcely in good taste. We do not like to think
of the church as militant at all, but rather caught up in
a stream of steady fraternal progress. We are men of
tolerance and good will who find it hard to believe
that the God of the Bible (though infinitely more loving) is not necessarily as tolerant as we. Feeling no
animus toward the enemies of God, we fraternize
with them till we no longer recognize them as enemies and are ready to make almost any compromise
with them in the interests of peace. When the Bible
talks of their total destruction, we vaguely feel this to
be unworthy. Yet we expect the promise of Christ’s
victory on earth to be made good to us and through
us, his most unmilitant church.
John Bright,
in The Authority of the Old Testament
As our Lord never enters the heart against the
creature’s will, neither will he remain there any longer than he is humbly entertained.
James O’Kelly
Original Truth, 1807
You know it is not altogether right. But as you
believe at times that you feel real comfort, because [it
seems] the blessed Spirit has not departed, you conclude all is well: not feeling your soul under the condemnation of the law, you resist the light and try to
be content with as much religion as will just keep
your soul (as you suppose) out of hell. This is nothing but self-love or self-interest. Interest is the motive
of keeping of them [slaves]. But if you believed it
would destroy your soul, and shut you out of endless
rest, you would give them up.
James O’Kelly
An Essay on Negro Slavery (1789)
[NOTE: The above applies to any sin]

Seeking Peace
Once upon a time, somewhere in the distant eons
of eternity, God made a decision. He made a decision
to bring into existence what we have come to label as
creation. The word of God tells us that prior to this
decision the earth was without form, and void, and
darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And
God said let there be light; and there was light; and
perfection began to be revealed.
A perfect God brought into existence a perfect
universe. Into this perfect universe, he placed a perfect world. Then in keeping with His master plan, he
created a perfect abode. In the Bible, it is called the
Garden of Eden. There was within this garden nothing that was not absolute perfection. Continuing, He
then created a perfect man to place in the garden:
soon after to be joined by a perfect woman.
This man and woman, we know them as Adam
and Eve, were given the opportunity to live in perfection. Every need imaginable was theirs simply by
conducting themselves as God had decreed. Peace,
tranquility, abundance, and a personal relationship
with God. At this point, there was nothing in the creation other than perfection: End of story.
Unfortunately, it was not the end of the story; it
was just the beginning. Something happened that
brought devastation to God’s desire for man. Sin
happened. Sin began with those Angels who chose to
disobey God and perfection was shattered. Imperfection was now a part of the world. Paul tells us in
Romans 5:12 that by one man sin entered into the
world. The first recorded sin on earth was the sin of
unbelief. Adam and Eve did not believe what God
had instructed them. Because of their unbelief, they
acted; their action brought sin into the world. Sin is
the cruel destroyer of all that is good in this life.
From the beginning times to the present day, sin
has haunted mankind, seeking to separate man from
God; just as Adam and Eve were separated from
God. Alienated from God, there is no real and enduring peace.

Humankind turned away from God; we were estranged. Because of God’s boundless love for his
creation, he continued with His plan, a way for man
to be reconciled to Him. The revealing of a mystery
which was kept secret since the world began
(Rom.16:25b). The Apostle Paul said it was promised before the world began (Titus 1:2). The promise
was that He would provide a way of escaping the destructive power of sin. That promised way of escape
would be by sacrifice: the sacrifice of His Son Jesus,
the Messiah. “For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life. For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him
might be saved” (John 3:16-17, KJV). Paul, to the
Corinthians, said Christ was sacrificed for us (I Corinthians 5:7), fulfilling the prophecy of old (Isaiah
53:7). That is God’s way of reconciling man to Him.
There are many beautiful things and good people
in the world, but we live in turbulent times. Nations
are at war with each other worldwide. Terrorism is
rampant. We see greed, hatred, and division everywhere about us. The consumption of drugs and alcohol are at epidemic levels, destroying individuals and
tearing families apart. We have legalized gambling
and have created another addiction that destroys.
Abortion takes the lives of innocents by the millions,
and we turn a blind eye. Students are being maimed
and murdered in the classroom. God has been taken
out of our educational system through abusive politics, and we are unable to pray publicly while participating in these activities. Our schools no longer allow
the display and saluting of the American flag, and
because of American freedom, we can dishonor it
and burn it. And this is happening in America—that’s
not even considering the evils that abound in the rest
of the world.
So where do we find peace?
The Apostle Paul, in each of his writings, desired
that his readers and listeners would have the blessing

of peace in their lives. Considering all the negatives
with which we are surrounded in the world of today,
where do we find this much-desired and sought-after
peace?
There is only one haven wherein authentic and
absolute peace is found. That sanctuary is God. Jesus
endured the brutal sacrifice on the cross to make it
possible for man to return to God, to be reconciled, to
be beneficiary of His saving grace. Jesus told His
disciples to go into all the world and preach the gospel, the good news that will bring mankind into the
family of God. “He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved” (Mark 16:15-16). Through baptism,
we are cleansed from sin; we become a new creature
(Romans 6:3-4). We put on Christ and become one
with Him, added to His body, the church (Ephesians
1:22-23, Galatians 3:27).
One coming forth from the water of baptism is
truly new. The past is wiped away; as Paul wrote to
the Romans: a new creature. At this point, we have
absolute peace in our life. Only in Christ will we retain that peace. Jesus said: “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me you might have peace”
(John 16:33a). “Peace I leave with you, my peace I
give unto you” (John 14:27a). The next five words of
the Lord’s statement are key words, and something
each and every Christian needs to comprehend. “Not
as the world giveth.”
It is the world, and the THINGS of the world that
take away peace from our life, if we allow it. The
world beckons to the Christian just as much as to the
non-believer, perhaps more so. If we allow ourselves
to become entrapped in the glitz and glitter of the
world, we have no peace. Jesus must be the focal
point of our life; that and that alone will give us
peace. He questioned: “For what is a man profited if
he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul?
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”
(Matthew 16:26).
The beautiful old hymn, Only in Thee, written in
1905 by Chisholm and Gabriel, is so meaningful and
appropriate to these thoughts. The first stanza:
‘Only in Thee, O Savior mine,
Dwelleth my soul in peace divine,
Peace that the world, tho all combine,
Never can take from me.
Pleasures of earth, so seemingly sweet,
Fail at the last my longings to meet;
Only in Thee my bliss is complete,
Only dear Lord in Thee’.

To have this peace means we are in Christ. It
means we are in God’s kingdom; we are his family
and are in the world but not of the world. In the
world, we may find fame and have the praise of men.
Perhaps amass a fortune or possess much property.
We may have the finest of cars, clothing, and houses,
but if we gain them at the expense of losing peace,
we have indeed lost all. Paul wrote:
For to be carnally minded is death; but to
be spiritually minded is life and peace (Romans 8:6).
The reader would be greatly benefitted in these
thoughts by reading Philippians 4:6-9.

The Good Confession: A Sermon
Introduction:
A. Text: I Timothy 6:11-16; the beautiful, pleasing, excellent, precious, admirable!
B. This lesson will seek to detail the nature and identity of the Good Confession.
C. It will also propose that there is a difference between “the good confession” to become a Christian
and the “confession of sins” for the Christian.
D. This lesson will lovingly seek to suggest that mere assent, “I do,” is not “The Good Confession”!
Body:
I.
AN ANALYSIS OF THE GOOD CONFESSION
A. Important Scriptures:
1. It will follow Peter’s Confession in Matthew 16:16-18 at Caesarea Philippi.
a. Context: Who Jesus is among pagan “gods”!
b. The meaning of the word “confession” (HOMO-LOGIA)
c. Walter Scott, 1823, The Golden Oracle: The Major Theme of Scripture!
2. It will be a public confession, Matthew 10:32-33
a. Note these verses use the word “confession”! “Admission requires NOTHING…
Confession requires ACTION”!
b. Note that this confession is “before men” and is public discipleship!
c. “Profanity” (“cussing”) is opposite, Rom. 2:24; Exodus 20:7?
d. Discipleship destroys secrecy; secrecy destroys discipleship!!
3. Note that “belief” and “confession” are not the point of salvation: John 12:42-43.
4. Also Romans 10:9-10; a conviction spoken personally, from the HEART, but is still “towards”/unto/for salvation!
5. Hebrews 3:1, The Apostle and High Priest of our Confession
6. I John 4:15; II John 7: “non-confessors” are Anti-christ! Ref. John 9:22
B. What is the Good Confession?
1. Acts 8:37 (Note below: II, H); before baptism!
2. Logically follows belief (trust) and “repentance” (turning to Jesus)!
3. Analysis: Elements: Doctrinal Content (compare Acts 2:36-38)
a. Jesus: Matt. 1:21; “Yah Saves” (=s OT Joshua, ref. Heb. 4:8, KJV)
b. Christ: Anointed One, Prophet, Priest, King; chosen, selected by God!
c. Son of God: His essence is God, Jn. 8:58, 24; He is King of Kings!
d. Lord: absolute Ruler and Sovereign; He is Lord of Lords! And ME!
II.
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

THE GOOD CONFESSION: EXAMPLES
God: at Jesus’ baptism, Transfiguration, Assurance, John 12:28
Jesus Before Pilate, John 18:37
The Holy Spirit: What is the Witness? John 15:26
Martha: John 11:25-27, a An Open Admission and Confession! Lord, Christ, the Son of God!
Demons, Luke 4:41, 34; “Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth?”
The Centurion, Mark 15:39
Paul/Timothy: lesson text (If Jesus and Timothy did it, would Paul NOT do it?)

H. The Eunuch, Acts 8:37 (Majority Text; articles available! If this verse were omitted, then what difference would it make in terms of the rest of the NT?)
III.
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

THE CONFESSION OF SINS FOR A CHRISTIAN
The Case of Simon the Sorcerer in Samaria, Acts 8:12-14
James 5:17
I John 1:7-10
No one in the NT ever commanded to confess sins, admit one is a “sinner”, “accepted Christ”, or
pray to “receive as a personal savior” to become a Christian!
No one in the NT ever said, “I believe that God, for Jesus sake, has forgiven my sins!”

Conclusion:
A. The Good Confession is more than an “acknowledgement”, but is also a principle for all of life:
Note KJV: Is Your Confession Your Profession?
B. Your basic belief system defines your identity and substance of life!
C. Philippians 2:9-11, At the End, ultimately everyone will Confess Jesus as Lord, some, because
they have confessed Him in life, to eternal life; the rest, because they did not confess Him with life
and lip, to eternal condemnation!
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Tabernacle Shadows

Introduction
The Tabernacle had several items of furniture.
The largest piece was the Brazen Altar. It has great
importance not only in the Tabernacle but also has a
picture of things involved with the Christ and his
Church.

Contents
The Altar was made of shittim wood. This was
covered completely with bronze. The brass allowed it
to withstand the fire which burned in it continually
day and night. This indicated Christ’s deity and that
he “endured the cross, despising the shame,” (Hebrews 12:2). This brass allowed it to withstand the
fire of judgment.
The shittim wood (acacia) was a wood of great
durability. It was known as an incorruptible wood. It
grew well in desert areas. Christ was the root out of
dry ground (Isaiah 53:2). He grew up in the desert of
life. The wood represented Christ’s perseverance on
earth.
The Altar was 5 cubits (8 feet, 9 inches1) broad. It
was foursquare. The number 4 represents a creature.
The number 1 represents God. The Altar is foursquare of 5 cubits. God becoming man is seen in
those dimensions. Emmanuel means ‘God with us’
(Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew 1:23).
The Altar was 3 cubits (5 feet, 3 inches) high.
Here is the Triune God; the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. The Father gave the sacrifice. Jesus was
the sacrifice. The Holy Spirit revealed the sacrifice. It
is also possible this is representative of the three aspects of the Christ: Prophet, Priest, and King.
The Brazen Altar was the largest piece of furniture. The Laver, the Candlestick, the Table of Shew1

A cubit is here estimated to be 21 inches.

bread, and the Altar of Incense could fit inside the
Altar at the same time. Thus, all aspects of salvation
fit into Christ’s sacrifice.
The Altar was anointed with the anointing oil to
sanctify it (Exodus 30:28). Anointing it made it most
holy (Exodus 30:29). Leviticus 8:11 tells us it was
anointed seven times. Seven times probably is an allusion to the Seven Spirits of God (Revelation 1:4;
3:1; 4:5; and 5:6). Jesus was anointed for his work
(Luke 4:18 and Acts 10:38). (On the Day of Dedication, Numbers 7, every other piece of furniture had to
be sprinkled with the Blood from this Altar.)

Names of the Altar
The Altar of Shittim Wood (Exodus 27:1).
The Altar of Burnt Offering (Exodus 30:28; 31:9;
35:16; 38:1; and 40:6).
The Brazen Altar (Exodus 38:30; and 39:39).
The Altar (Exodus 28:43; 29:12; 36-44; Leviticus
1:5; and 8:11).
The Altar of the Lord thy God (Deuteronomy
12:27; 16:21; and 26:4).
The Altar at/by the Door (Leviticus 1:5; and 4:7).
The Table of the Lord (Malachi 1:7).

The Four Corners
The four corners of the Altar each had a horn.
The sacrificial animal was tied (bound) to the horn
after having been led there by the priest and the offerer (Psalm 118:27). It remained there until it was
killed.
Christ was not forced to be bound (he allowed
himself to be bound). He voluntarily came to the Altar. He was led by his Father’s will. Interestingly, the
High Priest of Israel allowed the Roman soldiers to
walk Jesus to the cross. They walked along-side in
the officers’ position. An ironic picture. They needed

thians 7:10). “For every one of the house of Israel, or
of the stranger that sojourns in Israel, which separates
himself from me, and sets up his idols in his heart,
and puts the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his
face, and comes to a prophet to enquire of him concerning me: I the Lord will answer him by myself:
and I will set my face against that man, and will
make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut him off
from the midst of my people; and ye shall know that I
am the Lord,” (Ezekiel 14:7-8).
The person tied to the Altar must “hate his father
and mother and wife and children and brethren and
sisters and his own life,” (Luke 14:26). The person
cannot look back longingly for worldly things like
Lot’s wife, (Genesis 19:26).
Repentance at the horn requires giving one’s self
up for inspection. The priest cut the animal literally
in half. The animal was inspected inside and outside to make
Repentance
sure there were no blemishes of
The person desiring Christ
The act of tying oneself
any kind.
to the horn (Christ) is Redoes not look back at the
At the horn, the repentant
pentance in the plan of salvaone
is examined inside and out.
tion for the non-Christian. world outside the Gate and the Hebrews 4:12-16 speaks of this
Wall.
And for the Christian, it is
process which includes repentthe process of spiritual reance and confession at the Altar.
newal. Tying to the horn is a
(This will be addressed more in
recognition of a need to break the bonds with the detail under Confession later.) “For the word of God
world and create a bond with Christ.
is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two“Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
saith the Lord God; Repent, and turn yourselves from soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
your idols; and turn away your faces from all your discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
abominations” (Ezekiel 14:6). Here is the animal Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in
bound to the Altar with the face toward the Altar and his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto
Tent. The person desiring Christ does not look back the eyes of him with whom we have to do. Seeing
at the world outside the Gate and the Wall.
then that we have a great high priest, that is passed
Edersheim states the following was prayed when into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
presenting a sin or transgression offering:
fast our profession. For we have not an high priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our in“I entreat, O Jehovah: I have sinned, I have
firmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are,
done perversely, I have rebelled, I have comyet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the
mitted (naming the sin, trespass, or, in case of
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find
a burnt offering, the breach of positive or negagrace to help in time of need.”
tive command); but I return in repentance, and
The blood of the sacrifice was smeared on the
let this be for my atonement (covering).”
horns (Exodus 29:19; Leviticus 4:7; 8:15; 9:9; and
The only way to see the world was to look back
16:18). Christ’s blood is on the horns of the Altar.
through the Gate. It would take a little effort. To reHis blood sanctified his sacrifice and sanctified his
turn to the world through the Gate would require the
ability to sanctify us. His blood had to be shed to
animal to break the binding. “For godly sorrow
sanctify his Throne authority.
works repentance to salvation not to be repented of:
The person tied to the horn is tied to his blood,
but the sorrow of the world works death,” (2 Corinshowing outward closeness by the repentance. But,
the offering for their own sins, but were oblivious of
such due to their hardened hearts. They were allowing Roman soldiers to play the part of priest.
The non-Christian must voluntarily go to the Altar and bind himself. This is binding one’s self to
Christ. The non-Christian can be led to the horn by
either a Christian or by Christ (if private study leads
to the desire to be bound).
When tied to the horn, the sacrificial animal
looked at the Altar. According to Edersheim, in the
First Century, the animal was made to face west before being killed. This meant the animal was facing
the Tent. This meant the animal was facing God in
the Holy of Holies. From this position it was difficult
if not impossible to see anything that was outside the
Court. The Laver could be seen. The inside of the
Wall could be seen.

the repentant one has not yet fully and properly contacted it by being washed. Taking hold of the horn
was not an act of asking for sanctuary. (This will be
discussed further later.)

trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you.”

Led to the Horn

Some people will even tie themselves to the horn,
but fall short of stepping up on the Altar.
Directions
The horns pointed in all four directions of the
Christ told of the different types of soils in Matcompass. The whole earth is invited to come and tie thew 13. Some individuals will accept when they
themselves to Christ and his suffering.
hear but never make roots in the word. There may not
be a proper understanding. The person may like what
“…O God of our salvation; who are the
he sees inside the Court. The perconfidence of all the ends
son may desire what those in the
of the earth…” (Psalm
Court and Wall have. But there is
65:5)
Some people will even
never a full commitment. Even”The Lord hath made
stand upon the Altar
tually the person breaks the tie to
bare his holy arm in the
the horn and runs back out of the
eyes of all the nations;
and claim to be Christ’s
Gate.
and all the ends of the
disciples.
But
they
fall
Some people will even stand
earth shall see the salvaupon the Altar and claim to be
tion of our God” (Isaiah
short by not going on to
Christ’s disciples. But they fall
52:10)
the Laver.
short by not going on to the La“Look unto me, and
ver. (This will be discussed furbe ye saved, all the ends
ther under the Laver.)
of the earth: for I am
Progression
from
the horn to the top of the Altar
God, and there is none else” (Isaiah 45:22)
to
the
Laver
is
required
for salvation. John the Bap“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the
tizer told some that they needed to “bring forth thereworld, and preach the gospel to every creature.
fore fruits worthy of repentance” (Luke 3:8). Simply
He that believeth and is baptized shall be
making a statement of repentance is not enough.
saved; but he that believeth not shall be
Even mentally meaning it is not acceptable unless
damned” (Mark 16:15-16)
progression through the Tabernacle is made (See
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
Judges 10:10-16).
baptizing them into the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew
28:19).
“But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers
of Christ’s sufferings; that when his glory shall
be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy” (1 Peter 4:13).
“For unto you it is given in the behalf of
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to
suffer for his sake” (Philippians 1:29).
“And if children, then heirs; heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us”
(Romans 8: 17-18).
We should expect trials in this life. 1 Peter 4:12,
“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven” (Matthew 7:21)
“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do
not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46).
Not everyone who takes hold of the Altar will be
reconciled and find peace. Adonijah went in and held
on to the horns until Solomon would grant him amnesty for his sin (1 Kings 1). Solomon required
Adonijah to promise proper actions. Adonijah proclaimed his servanthood to Solomon and was granted
life (1 Kings 1:50-53).
Joab in 1 Kings 2:28-34 fled to the Altar when he
knew Solomon was ready to kill him. He wanted
mercy, but Solomon was not going to give it. Joab
was guilty, along with David, for killing innocent
men. And he had backed a treasonous action of
Adonijah. Murderers were not allowed sanctuary in

the Tabernacle. Exodus 21:14, “If a man come presumptuously upon his neighbor, to slay him with
guile; thou shalt take him from Mine Altar, that he
may die.” Evidently Joab had never repented for that
action even though he did many good things.
So it is evident that repentance, a thorough
change of heart, is necessary to advance from being
tied to the horn to be a proper sacrifice.

Representative of Power
The horns are representative of power. The horn
is associated with God’s appointed king in 1 Samuel
2:10, “… and he shall give strength unto his king,
and exalt the horn of his anointed.”
Remember the horns pointed in all directions.
Christ’s power covers the whole earth. Every person
on earth must come to the Altar and submit to his
power and authority.
In John 17:2, Jesus, speaking of himself, prayed
to his Father, “As thou hast given him power [ASV –
authority] over all flesh, that he should give eternal
life to as many as thou has given him.”

Conclusion
Altogether, the horns are associated with power,
strength, salvation, trust, and safety.
“The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and
my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I
trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower” (Psalm 18:22).
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he
hath visited and redeemed his people, and hath
raised up an horn of salvation for us in the
house of his servant David” (Luke 1:68-69).
This is not the complete typology and symbolism
of the Altar. More will be presented in the next article.

Daniel R. Lucas
A Very, Very Brief Biography
Born January 14, 1840, in Boone County, Illinois, Daniel
R. Lucas’ early life was spent in Belvidere, in the same county. At age 18, his family moved to Burnettesville, Indiana,
where he started preaching for the local group of Christians.
In 1862, he joined the 99th Indiana Volunteer Infantry,
and began his military career as a second lieutenant, and became probably the youngest chaplain in the state during the
Civil War. This points to the seriousness with which he took
his dedication to His Lord, from a young age. In 1864, he was
transferred to the provost marshal’s office, and remained in
that position for the rest of the war.
When the war ended, he moved to Oxford, Indiana, where
he became the editor of the Benton Tribune, while also serving as the postmaster and preacher. This lasted through 1870,
when his demand as a preacher and public speaker caused
him to focus his time on holding protracted meetings
throughout the Midwest. He held such meetings in 10 different states, and baptized 1,912 people during that time.

In
1876,
he moved to Des Moines, Iowa, where he preached for
the Central Christian Church. In 1881, he began work
on preparing and founding Drake University (which
came to fruition in 1884), as a college associated with
the Christians.
When this project was completed, he wasn’t idle.
He founded and edited The Christian Oracle, a weekly
publication designed to spread simple New Testament
Christianity. He continued with the paper through 1888,
when he moved to Indianapolis to work with the Central Christian Church there. This lasted seven years, and
then he went to work with another congregation in
town, to help build them up as well. In 1899, he moved
to Rockford, Illinois, to help a congregation for two
years, and then returned to Indianapolis. He died in
1907.
In between all this, he found time to write The Conversion of Paul Darst, which continues on the next
page.

Paul Darst
A

N O V E L

Chapter Eighteen:
A Little More Conversation.
Some conversations between Love and Darst
made quite an impression on the mind of the latter.
The idea that God did not require a man to believe
without testimony; that faith was the result of testimony, instead of “an act of naked Omnipotence on
the naked soul of man” to produce it; that James
clearly taught that God, “of his own will begat us
with the word of truth,” (James 1:18); that the Savior
prayed for the union of all those who should believe
on him through the apostles’ word, (John 17:20);
that Peter said that God made choice that by his
mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe, (Acts 15:7); that Paul clearly stated
a divine as well as scientific truth when he said that
faith comes by hearing the word of God, (Romans
10:17), led him to a serious investigation of the testimony God has given in the record concerning his
Son. Henry saw that an impression had been made
on the mind of Darst in the plain common sense
presentation of the subject by Mr. Love, and seemed
very anxious, if possible, to counteract it. He knew
that the conversion of Darst would make quite a
break in the ranks of the infidel club in Bethel, and
felt that some plan must be hit upon to prevent so
great a loss. He arranged his programme to have a
few conversations with Love in the presence of
Darst, to expose the fallacy of the teachings of the
Bible.
He felt certain that if he could do this he could
make Darst clearly see the folly of becoming a follower of Jesus, or a fanatic, as he called all Christians. A few days after his marriage, he came into
Dr. Van Buren’s office, where Love, Darst, and others were engaged in conversation. A general colloquy ensued, the report of which, to avoid repetition,
we put in the form of a dialogue.
LOVE — “What seems now to be your principal

difficulty?”
DARST — “The difficulty with me now is that I
believe the Bible to be false.”
LOVE — “That is, you do not believe the Bible
to be true!”
DARST — “Well, I see no difference.”
LOVE — “There is a difference, and I only call
your attention to it now, that we may form the habit
of accurate thinking and correct methods of expression, for I am satisfied that notwithstanding the boast
of many infidels that they are ‘free thinkers,’ they
fail in this, for no man can think freely, who does not
think correctly. ‘No testimony, no faith,’ is an axiom
with all logicians, and as there is no testimony oral
or written against the facts on which the credibility
of the Bible rests, no one can say he believes them to
be false. A man may not believe them to be true, or
doubt their truth, but to say he believes them to be
false, is to say the least, a very incorrect use of language.”
HENRY — “Then it would be wrong for a man to
say he believes there is no God?”
LOVE — “Certainly. A man may doubt the existence of a Supreme Being, or that the testimony presented is true, but he cannot truthfully affirm that he
believes there is no God.”
HENRY — “I am aware of the fact that your Bible says that ‘The fool hath said in his heart there is
no God,’ but you do not pretend to say that every
man who says there is no God is a fool?”
LOVE — “Using the word in the sense of simpleton, which is its meaning in the passage, I most assuredly do, and can easily prove the proposition. Did
not Paul laugh the other day when Belcamp read the
account of that foolish country chap, who thought
the idea of sending a message on the telegraph wire
absurd, and remarked, ‘ye couldn’t fool him.’”
BELCAMP — “Yes, I remember it, and Paul said
he was just gullible enough to be a Christian.”

DARST — “Never mind my badinage now,
Belcamp, that was not the reason I laughed.”
LOVE — “What was the reason? That is just the
point I want.”
DARST — “Why, the foolish idea that he should
say that no message was sent, when the only difficulty was that he did not understand the power and
force of electricity.”
LOVE — “Well, you have read many of the scientific, as well as the infidel authors of the day, and I
suppose they explain everything in the universe?”
DARST — “No! One of our greatest scientists
says, ‘There are many things in the realm of mind,
matter, and the universe, that are unknowable as yet,
and the great object of true science is to reduce the
unknowable things to the least possible number.’”
LOVE — “A good explanation. Then as long as
there is one unknowable thing in the universe no
man but a simpleton would say there is no God, for
as long as no man understands all the essences that
permeate materiality, much less can grasp infinite
immateriality, none but a simpleton, unconscious of
his own ignorance, would have the audacity and egotism to affirm there is no Supreme intelligence in the
universe.”
HENRY — “I don’t care if you prove there is a
Supreme intelligence, the idea of the miracles, death,
burial, and resurrection is absurd.”
LOVE — “Let US try it. Starting with the idea OF
a God, it is perfectly reasonable.”
HENRY — “I know that preachers say SO, but I
have never seen it.”
LOVE — “By a law of adaptation the physical
universe is controlled; the hand of a man, the wing of
a bird, the fin of a fish, etc., being adapted to the element in which they move. Now, suppose the intelligent Creator to desire to make himself known to
man, to give man a knowledge of himself and a future life. How is it to be done? How would we expect it to be done? We cannot comprehend the infinite, neither can we see him by way of the attributes
of sense in the volume of nature. What then must he
do? We know man, we can understand ourselves.
God, then, with the proper antecedents and surroundings, must select a man through whom to manifest
himself. God must be manifest in the flesh, or in
man. Then when the man speaks and says: “I and my
Father are one;” “He that hath seen me hath seen the
F a t h e r ; ” a n d gives the demonstration by the purity of his life and teachings, attested by Godworking or miracle power, we see that it is perfectly

reasonable. Jesus of Nazareth claimed to be that Divine person, and it is simply a question of fact, to be
settled by the testimony, as to whether his claims are
just or not. If he is not the person, then all the manifestations of the infinite wisdom in the physical universe are without meaning.”
HENRY — “That necessitates a belief in miracles.”
LOVE — “Certainly. If God makes a revelation
at all, it must be based on miracles.”
HENRY — “But miracles are impossible.”
LOVE — “Why? Because God has not the power,
or the will, which is it? Don’t beg the question.”
HENRY — “If I say the power, what then?”
LOVE — “Then there is no Omnipotent (all powerful) Supreme Intelligence, or no God, and that
overthrows the basis on which we agreed to reason.”
HENRY — “If I say the will, what then?”
LOVE — “Then it is simply a question of fact,
depending on proof as to whether true or false.”
HENRY — “Now, I am ready for the test. It is
impossible to prove a miracle. Belief is founded upon and regulated by experience. Now, my experience
proves that men testify falsely; but I have never witnessed a departure from the established order of nature. It is, therefore, easier for me to believe that men
are mistaken than that the order of nature has been
interfered with, so it is impossible to prove a miracle.
I am aware that this is Hume’s great argument; I
make no claim to originality in it, but regard it as
unanswerable.”
LOVE — “It needs the name of Hume, indeed, to
make it a great argument, for that is all there is great
about it.”
“1. It is a bit of special pleading. It affirms that
the credibility of facts is to be tested by the established order of nature, when our test is a Supreme
Omnipotent Intelligence, above and higher than nature, whose character is the standard to which facts
and statements are to be referred; and works which
violate nature’s order may still be credible, yea, must
be so, if our Supreme Cause is adequate to produce
them. If Hume would say there is no God, therefore
no miracles, we might smile at his egotism, and this
is just what his plea amounts to, for he assumes that
the established order of nature comprehends all existences and all known powers, so far as his experience is concerned.
“2. The argument proves too much, as I will
show you if you will answer me a question or too.
Would you believe a miracle if you were to see it, if

it were to appeal to your own experience? You can
either say yes or no, and either one will show its fallacy. Which will you say?”
HENRY — “If I say no?”
LOVE — “Then you must disbelieve the assertion of your senses and judgment. And if you cannot
depend on them to settle the facts of a miracle that
comes in your own experience, how can you depend
on them to settle the established order of nature. This
utterly subverts your established order of nature and
overthrows the argument.”
HENRY — “Then I will say yes. If my senses exercised to form a deliberate judgment should declare
a miracle to be true I could believe it.”
LOVE — “Have your senses ever deceived you,
given you false reports?”
HENRY — “Yes, I must admit that sometimes
they have.,,
LOVE — “Then if you can believe the report of
your senses, when they sometimes report falsely, you
certainly can believe a miracle upon the testimony of
others, though men may sometimes testify falsely,
provided there is a God or cause adequate to produce
a miracle. Miracles are, therefore, possible and may
be proved.”
HENRY — “Well, I will modify it, and say that a
miracle is improbable.”
LOVE — “Well, some improbable things are
true. But miracles are not improbabilities. So probable and reasonable do they appear to the universal
sentiment of mankind, that all false religions even
have pretended miracles on the basis of which they
rest. An unseen intelligence, higher than nature, must
manifest itself by miracle, if at all.”
DARST — “It seems to me, Henry, that Mr. Love
has the proposition, if you admit the existence of
God.”
LOVE — “Certainly, there is no middle ground.
A man must be a bald and avowed materialistic atheist, or else yield an implicit confidence in Jesus of
Nazareth as God manifest in the flesh, to be reasonable or rational. To say that God exists, a supreme,
omnipotent intelligence, and deny him the power or
will to work a miracle, is the Alpine height of absurdity.”
HENRY — “But that does not prove miracles to
BE true!”
LOVE — “No. They are matters of fact depending on testimony to prove them. God wishes to show
man there is a life after death. How can he do it? A
man is selected. He lives a public life, dies in a pub-

lic place, is put to death in the presence of his friends
and his enemies. It is positively known that he is
dead and properly buried. Afterwards he is seen
alive. Witnesses enough of honest integrity are selected. He shows them by many infallible signs and
proofs that he is risen. Then the life beyond the grave
is proved, a resurrection from the dead established,
and immortality demonstrated. God proceeds on the
only reasonable plan.”
HENRY — “Suppose I admit that God did that
with Jesus, that was eighteen centuries ago, and we
can’t depend on the testimony now.”
LOVE — “All I have to say about that is, if God
once demonstrates immortality and a future life to
mankind, and they do not keep the testimony pure; if
they care so little about it that they corrupt and lose
it, they are unworthy of the boon that God proposed
to give them, and he would be just, were he to leave
them to grope their way in darkness. I might ask you
as Paul did Agrippa, ‘Why should it be thought a
thing incredible with you that God should raise the
dead?’ Have you no aspiration to live after death?”
HENRY — “Suppose I have, what would that
prove? That is no proof of the fact.”
LOVE — “I know that by itself it would not, but
it proves that some power, I don’t care whether you
call it God or not, has given you these aspirations,
and it is simply common sense to expect that power
to gratify them, and it certainly is not incredible.”
HENRY — “But with my views of nature, I can’t
believe it.”
JOB — “Rather, say you don’t want to and won’t
believe it, Henry, for that’s the ‘pinion of your unsanctified feller traveler. You’r so contrary and so
doubtful, you can’t tell whether you’d believe your
own eyes. If you’d a been with the apostles, your
name’d a been Thomas, certain, if it might not a
been the feller that carried the bag.”
This interruption changed the conversation, and
we close the chapter.

Chapter Nineteen:
A Letter From Rose.
Not long after the departure of Rose, Judge
Lyden was the recipient of two letters from her, that
astonished him greatly, in fact made him angry, and
he at once made reply. As they have some bearing on
our narrative we give them entire:
DEAR FATHER: — I reached here the day
after I left home, without difficulty, and found
my friends all in the enjoyment of good health.

I have now been here two weeks and it has
been a remarkable two weeks to me. As I have
always consulted my dear father about everything, even those things that lie nearest my
heart, I come to you now for sympathy or advice, for I am in trouble. When I arrived here a
protracted meeting was in progress, I inquired
what church was holding the meeting and was
told the Church of Christ. “But what do they
call themselves?” I asked.
“Christians, or Disciples of Christ, or
Saints, or Brethren, owing to the standpoint
from which they are speaking. If with reference to their leader, they are Christians, if as
learners, they are Disciples, if as the children
of God, they are Saints, and in their relation to
one another they call themselves Brethren,”
my friend responded, for she is a member of
the church. Her husband was a member and
she says she became convinced they were right
and joined with him. I was astonished at this
as she was always such a rigid Methodist. I
asked her what the church taught, and what
they proposed to do. She said I must go with
them to meeting and hear for myself. Being
anxious for something to divert my mind from
the longings for home, I went. The opening
exercises were about the same as other
churches, conducted by the preacher, a gentleman by the name of Linn. He looked to be
about fifty years of age, slightly bald, and hair
tinged with gray. With a frank, open countenance, his bearing denoted a quiet consciousness of power and confidence, such as I never
saw in a minister before. He seemed to act perfectly natural, no egotism or affectation in any
way. He seemed like a man among men. Many
ministers that I have seen, seemed, when in the
pulpit to assume a character, to let the congregation see the preacher, and not the man; but
he appeared like a grave, earnest man who had
something to say, and was ready to say it
without cant, apology, fear, or favor. His eye
looked a little dull and listless I thought, but
when he began to speak, the clear, quick, earnest glance was very pleasing indeed. He began by stating the purpose of the church organization to which he belonged.
“We are satisfied,” he said, “that the great
weakness of Protestantism today is in its division, and uncertainty, caused by human opin-

ions. Human opinions are made authoritative
in human creeds. These we reject and take the
Holy Scriptures as a perfect rule. Opening
that, we find in the apostolic age there was but
one church, called ‘The Church of God,’ ‘The
Church of Christ,’ ‘The Church.’ Our object is
to find that church and restore it to the world,
to preach and to practice the same things the
apostles and first Christians preached and
practiced, and thus destroy sectarianism by the
restoration of the original simplicity and purity
of primitive Christianity.
“We have learned that the idea of apostolic
succession is a fallacy, for apostles must be
eye-witnesses of Jesus, and consequently
could have no successors (1st Cor. 9:1). We
have also learned that it is not necessary to
prove succession in order to prove identity of
organization, for there is an infallible test
without it. It is an axiom that things equal to
the same thing are equal to each other, consequently when two organizations have the same
identical marks and peculiarities, and no differences, they must be the same identical organization. I will show you the marks of the
ancient church, and the church of which I am a
member. Both organizations are identical for
the following reasons: Both have the:
Same head — Christ, ‘And he (Christ) is
head over all things to the church which is his
body.’ Eph. 1:22.
Same confession of Faith — Jesus is the
Christ, the, Son of God. ‘Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the living God.’ Matt. 16:16. ‘I believe that Jesus is the Christ — the Son of
God.’ Acts 8:37. ‘If thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in thine
heart that God has raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved.’ Rom. 10:9.
Same Constitution and Laws — The Holy
Scriptures. ‘All Scripture is given by inspiration, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works,’ 2d Tim.
3:16.
Same Officers — Apostles, Prophets,
Evangelists, Bishops, and Deacons. ‘And he
gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some pastors, and
teachers.’ Eph. 4:11. ‘To the Saints in Christ

Jesus, which are at Philippi, with the Bishops,
and Deacons.’ Phil. 1:1. Apostles, to tell men
how to become, and how to live as Christians;
prophets, to unfold the future; evangelists, to
preach the gospel to the world; bishops (plurality in every church), to look after the spiritual interests and feed the flock with the word
of God; and deacons, to look after the temporal interests of the church.
Same Membership — Believers. ‘And all
that believed were together.’ Acts 2:44. ‘And
believers were the more added to the Lord,
multitudes both of men and women.’ Acts
5:14. ‘For ye are all the children of God by
faith in Christ Jesus,’ Gal. 3:26
Same name of Church and Members. ‘And
the Lord added daily to ‘the church,’ the
saved.’ Acts 2:47. ‘Unto the Church of God,
which is at Corinth.’ 1st Cor. 1:2. ‘The
Churches of Christ salute you.’ Rom. 16:16.
‘And the disciples were called Christians first
in Antioch.’ Acts 11:26. ‘If any man suffer as
a Christian.’ 1st Peter 4:16. ‘Saints in Christ
Jesus.’ Phil. 1:1.”
This is but an outline of his argument,
which he concluded with a short exhortation
and invitation for persons who believed in
Christ and desired to become Christians to
manifest it by coming forward. A number of
persons went forward and took their seats in
front. He said they must follow the apostolic
precedent, and read the eighth chapter of the
Acts of the Apostles. The question: “Do you
believe with all your heart that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God?” was asked of each
person, all of whom responded in the affirmative. The floor of the pulpit was then removed,
displaying a beautiful pool, filled with pure,
clear water, down into which they passed one
by one and were baptized into the name of the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. An oppressive silence seemed to have fallen upon the audience,
and many eyes were wet with tears, but they
appeared to be more tears of joy than of sorrow. A song was started, interrupted at intervals by the solemn and earnest tone of the
minister as he buried them one by one. There
was no hurry, no bustle, everything seemed to
be done in perfect order. It seemed more like a
funeral to me than anything else. At the conclusion of the baptism, the minister remarked

that he “loved to practice that about which
there was no dispute. All the creeds in the
world admitted that immersion was valid baptism, and what everybody recognized as being
taught in the Bible must certainly be right and
safe. Sprinkling, and pouring, and infant baptism are not accepted by all, and are sectarian.
Some of you may doubtless think there is
some authority for them. To test the matter, if
any of you will find in the Bible either of the
following I will agree to practice infant baptism: 1. A single command to baptize infants.
2. A single example where infants ever were
or are said to have been baptized.”
As we started home, I cannot tell you how
I felt. The first emotion was to get angry, for if
what that man preached was true, I have never
been baptized, though you have often told me
I have been; but I thought that was not right; I
would find the Scripture and have my friend
give it to him. I told her husband that there
must be some authority for infant baptism, and
I would find it. All he said in reply was, “That
is right, we are bound to follow the Scriptures,
and if it is there, find it, and we will follow it.”
I am investigating the subject, and will let you
know the result.
Your affectionate daughter,
ROSE

Chapter Twenty:
Other Letters.
DEAR FATHER: — Since I wrote last I
have concluded my investigation and am satisfied that I have never been baptized. The following is a digest of my investigation:
1. All the authority there is for baptism is
in the commission of Christ to his apostles.
And in that, as recorded by Matthew, 28:19, I
find ‘teach all nations’ precedes the command
to baptize them. Infants cannot be taught, so
infants are not embraced in the commission.
2. As Mark gives it, 16:16, it is ‘he that believeth and is baptized.’ Infants cannot believe. Therefore, it does not apply to them.
3. All the examples in the Acts of the
Apostles. On the day of Pentecost it is specific, ‘They that gladly received the word were
baptized.’ Acts 2:41. Infants cannot gladly receive the word, so none were baptized.

4. The next case, in Samaria, Acts 8:12, it
is said ‘when they believed Philip preaching
the things concerning the kingdom of God,
and the name of Jesus the Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women.’ Not a word
about infants, and it is remarkably strange that
nothing was said about it if it be true; and
those who were baptized all believed. No example yet.
5. In the same chapter Simon and the Eunuch were baptized, but both ‘believed.’
6. In Acts 9:18, Paul was baptized but we
know he ‘believed.’
7. In the 10th and 11th chapters we find
that none were baptized, but those who received the Holy Spirit. None received the Holy
Spirit but those who ‘heard the word.’ (Verse
44.) Infants cannot hear the word, therefore no
infants were baptized.
8. In Acts 16:13, Paul speaks to the women
at the riverside. Lydia and her household were
baptized. They were all women, for none but
women were spoken to, and they did not go to
Lydia’s house until after the baptism. (Verse
15.) Nothing is said of infants, and it is said
the apostles ‘comforted the brethren’ in Lydia’s house. No example yet.
9. In the same chapter it is said the ‘Jailer
and all his were baptized.’ But he ‘rejoiced,
believing in God with all his house.’ No infants, for infants cannot believe.
10. In Acts 18:8, it is said that ‘many of
the Corinthians hearing, believed, and were
baptized.’ Among these are mentioned two
households, Crispus, who ‘believed on the
Lord with all his house,’ and Stephanus, (1st
Cor. 1:16, and 16:15,) whose household was
‘addicted to the ministry of the saints.’ Infants
cannot ‘believe,’ or ‘minister to the saints,’ so
no infant baptism at Corinth.
11. In Acts 19:4, John’s baptism is mentioned but nothing of infant baptism.
12. Paul in Romans 6:4, speaks of their
baptism, but it was to ‘newness of life,’ and
they ‘obeyed from the heart the form of doctrine delivered unto them, being thus made
free from sin.’ Infants cannot ‘die to sin,’ or
‘obey from the heart,’ consequently there was
no infant baptism among the Roman Christians.

13. Paul to Galatians, 3:26, places faith before ‘baptism into Christ.’ Infants cannot believe, so there was no infant baptism in Galatia.
14. Paul to Ephesians, 4:26, says the
church was ‘sanctified (set apart) and cleansed
with the washing of water by the word.’ Infants cannot receive the word. No infant baptism at Ephesus.
15. Paul to Colossians, 2:12, says, that in
their baptism they were ‘risen with him
through faith in the operation of God that
raised him from the dead.’ Infants can have no
faith in the resurrection, so there was no infant
baptism at Colosse.
16. Paul to Hebrews, 10:22, speaks of having their ‘bodies washed with pure water.’ But
this allusion to baptism is preceded by the
‘sprinkling of the heart from an evil conscience,’ so there could be no infant baptism
in the allusion.
17. In First Peter 3:21, he says that baptism
is the ‘answer of a good conscience,’ so that it
is impossible for infant baptism to be true, for
infants never have any conscience in the matter, for they absolutely know nothing about it.
Thus you see there is no command or example for infant baptism. But I heard Mr. Fate
say once that it came in the place of circumcision, but that cannot be true for the following
reasons:
1. The Savior and the apostles have none
of them said so or given any intimation of the
fact. Surely, if true, so important a fact could
not have been overlooked.
2. Paul circumcised Timothy, Acts 16:8,
after he was baptized, which would have been
wrong if baptism took the place of circumcision. He did it ‘because of the Jews.’ If baptism had come in the room of circumcision, all
that would have been necessary would have
been to state the fact. That he did not do so
shows that it was not true.
3. Circumcision was a fleshly mark upon
Abraham’s fleshly posterity, but baptism is a
part of the spiritual kingdom of Jesus and is
not intended to be a fleshly mark.
4. Females were not circumcised, and if
baptism came in the room of circumcision it
could not apply to them.

I have therefore come to the conclusion
that I ought to be baptized, for I surely never
have been. I do not wish to act without your
approval if you can grant it, so I have given
you this brief account of my investigations.
Let me hear from you, dear father, as I am sure
you will not censure, but approve my course in
following the teachings of the word of God.
Your affectionate daughter,
ROSE LEYDEN.
The Reply.
MY DAUGHTER: — Your letter astonished
me greatly and pained me beyond measure. I
can scarcely think you in earnest. You investigating the Bible indeed! I had you baptized in

your infancy and that is enough if you are a
daughter of mine. I think you had better return
home and marry Paul Darst, for I had rather
see you do that than to turn against the religion
of your father. I see I made a mistake in letting
you go. I might have known better, for I heard
that your friend had married a heretic of some
kind. You will therefore at once return home,
for if you propose to be dipped and disgrace
your father you need not return home, for you
are no daughter of mine. But I hope better of
you.
Your sorrowful father,
E. LEYDEN.
To Be Continued

The Importance of the Lord's Supper
Is the Lord’s Supper more important than the other
actions in the worship service? –B.C., Indiana.
Thanks for the question. There are many sincere
brethren who believe that the Lord’s Supper is the
central element of our worship, and there are many
other sincere brethren who believe it is exactly of
equal importance with the other areas of worship and
dedication to God that take place in the assembly.
But the question is this: What does the Bible say?
First, notice Acts 20:7. The apostle Paul had
spent a full week in Troas just so he could assemble
with the saints on the Lord’s Day. But Luke describes the assembly this way: “The disciples came
together on the first day of the week to break bread.”
This isn’t talking about a common meal. Paul could
have had a common meal with the saints any day of
the week. Especially consider that during Paul’s
time, Sundays were work days. This verse is a reference, not to a regular meal, but to the Lord’s Supper.
According to Luke, the inspired historian and
writer of Acts, the main reason the disciples came
together was to take the Lord’s Supper. Was it the
only reason? Of course not. Paul preached to them
all night long, and though the text doesn’t say it, we
can safely surmise that they probably sang and
prayed as well.
Second, Christians in the Bible were criticized
because they weren’t focusing on the Lord’s Supper
when they came together. Look at 1 Corinthians 11:
“…I am not praising you, because you are not coming together for the better, but for the worse. …
When you come together, it is not to eat the Lord’s
Supper.”
The inspired apostle Paul told the Christians in
Corinth that they were sinning, coming together for
the worse, because their coming together wasn’t to
eat the Lord’s Supper. Sure, they literally ate the unleavened bread and drank the fruit of the vine, but
they didn’t treat it as the sacred, Jesus-instituted
meal that it was meant to be.
Other passages in the same book show us that
they also prayed and sang when they came together,
as well as exhorted and instructed one another with
preaching (see chapter 14). The Lord’s Supper was
not the only reason they were to come together, to be
certain. But Paul uses soul-condemning language in
regards to their lack of focus on the Lord’s Supper
(see 11:29), but doesn’t use that language when talking about their improper singing and speaking in the
assembly.

Third, the Lord’s Supper is the only part of the
assembly that was actually ordained specifically by
Jesus Christ. Think about it for a moment: singing,
praying, preaching, and giving were all things done
throughout the Old Testament. Then look at the
Passover. It was a special event, one with great depth
of meaning; one that was a memorial of what God
had done for Israel; one that held a place of prominence over the regular temple worship.
In the same way, the Lord’s Supper is a special
event; one with great depth of meaning; one that is a
memorial of what God (through Jesus Christ) has
done for us. It is given prominence by God through
His inspired writers. It is the part of worship that Jesus Himself commanded His followers to practice to
remember Him and His death.

Final Thoughts
Christians have been done a disservice by hearing preachers, elders, and members talk of the Lord’s
Supper as “an important part, but not the most important part of our worship.” The Lord’s Supper has
frequently been relegated to a five-minute snack with
little to no spiritual reflection offered by the ones
serving at the Lord’s table.
If you asked most Christians what they remembered about the worship period last Sunday, they’d
probably tell you about the sermon, perhaps the song
leading, and maybe a prayer that stuck out in their
mind. But how many of them would ever say, “The
Lord's Supper was particularly meaningful”?
The Lord’s Supper was the primary reason the
early church gathered together. Don’t you think it’s
time we got back to doing that?
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